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TRANSLATOR’S NOTE 


Bio single set of conventions exists for the English rendering of 
ancient Egyptian and modern Arabic personal and place names. Most of 
the names mentioned in this book occur in a standard reference work: 
John Baines and Jaromfr Malek, Atlas of Ancient Egypt (New York: Facts 
on File, 1980 ), and the renderings here follow that volume. The only ex¬ 
ception is the omission of the typographical sign for ayin; this consonant 
does not exist in English, and I felt that its inclusion would serve only as 
a distraction. 

Erik Hornung's summary of the Books of the Afterlife provides a 
much-needed synopsis of this material for both scholars and general 
readers, and I thank Cornell University Press for asking me to partici¬ 
pate in this project. I also thank Professor Hornung and Eckhard Eichler 
for their help and encouragement while it was under way. 

D. L. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 




BD Book of the Dead 

BM British Museum 

Cat. Catalogo (of the Turin Museum) 

CG Catalogue general (of the Cairo Museum) 

KV Valley of the Kings (or King's Valley) 

MMA Metropolitan Museum of Art 

P. Papyrus 

QV Valley of the Queens (or Queen's Valley) 

TT Theban tomb 

Abbreviations of titles of journals and monograph series are found in 
the bibliography at the end of this volume. 







ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS 
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The Pyramid texts 

Samuel A. B. Mercer, The Pyramid Texts in Translation and Commentary , 4 vo s. ew 
)ohnA k : Wilson, in James B. Pritchard, ed„ Ancen, Near Eastern Texts M to the 

(New Haven, 1972), pp. 269-278 (selections). .. vo i 1 The Old and 

Miriam Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian Literature: A Book of Readtt g , 

Middle Kingdoms (Berkeley, 1973), pp. 29-50 (selections). d l hia 19 8 9 ), 

Marshall Clagett, Ancient Egyptian Science: A Source Book, vol. 1 (Buladeip 

PP 413-424 (selections). 




xi* 


ENGLISH 


translations 




'* r^^rt B “* of the 7m Wmjs - UCBUCP -7 <^, 

L ?^ul--' «*c vo1 1: ^ 

M«*o/fte Son'. B“ llin 8 en Series to/6 (New Y wfe 

Al ^("Bookof ^J r W ^Xn«l EgmH°» Co $" TeIts ' 3 TO|S ' Warni**,, 

Raymond O Fa ' 

Esip "“" **"" 4 S °" rCC BMk ' V ° L ‘ <Philadelph,a - ’ 989 ). 

ii ii 7 -J 41 (selections). 


The Booh of <he Dead 

, oh „ A Wilson, in James B. Pritchard, ed.. Ancle,,I Near Easier,, Texts Related to a* 
Old Totonenl. ad ed. (Princeton, 1955 ). PP- 3 “ 4 - 9 -*«. 34 - 3 «(selections). 

Miriam Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian literature: A Book of Readings, vol. 2 : The New 
Kingdom (Berkeley, 1976), PP-119-13 2 (selections). 

Raymond O. Faulkner, The Ancient Egyptian Book of the Dead, ed. Carol Andrews 
(London, 19851. 

Eva von Dassow, ed.. The Egyptian Book of the Dead: The Book of Going Forth by Day 
(San Francisco, 1994). 


The Amduat 

“ “* '*#- vols. r (long ver- 

-- The SM^^ul^h-AnZ^Bmn B ° U, " Sen S*™ + o/l (New York ' 1 954> 

pp. 79-83,85-89 (selections). 4 ° /2 (NeW Y ° rk ' 1955; rpt 

Marshall Clagett, Ancient Egyptian Science 1 A a 

PP 491-506(inlroduction/to the indWidu a i'ho^ s T ' V °‘' ’ (Philadel P Ma ' 19891 

The Spoil of the twelve - 

Alexandra Piankoff, The lv„„, ” ***** 

s pe2 i68)3° 114 (see also above on'T^e^. 80 ! 11 "^ Series 40/6 (Princetoi 

ie °°okof the Dp-jH"- n,- ... 

Jead * this composition ] 


M ^nsZ«n E cTT '*•«*« «»d Hm 

■ 9 «), pp. 137-22, ° m ’ ”f Ra-naasea V { ^<^don, 1905 

8en Series 40/ 






ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS 


XV 


The enigmatic Book of the Netherworld 

Alexandre Piankoff, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Anion, Bollingen Series 40/2 (New 
York, 1955; rpt. 1962), pp. 121-125, 127-131. 


The Book of Caverns 

Alexandre Piankoff, The Tomb of Harnesses V], Boil ingen Series 40/1 (New York, 
1954), pp. 45-135- 


The Book of the Earth 

Alexandre Piankoff, The Tomb of Harnesses VI, BoHingen Series 40/1 (New York, 
1954 )- PP- 327-376. 


The Book of Nut 

James P. Allen, Genesis in Egypt: The Philosophy of Ancient Eg}/ptian Creation Accounts, 
YES 2 (New Haven, 1988), pp. 1 -7. 

Marshall Clagett, Ancient Egyptian Science: A Source Book, vol. 2 (Philadelphia, 1995), 
pp. 357-403. 


The Book of the Pay 

Alexandre Piankoff, The Tomb of Harnesses VI, Bollingen Series 40/1 (New York, 
1954 k pp- 389-407- 


The Book of the Might 

Alexandre Piankoff, The Tomb of Harnesses VI, Bollingen Series 40/1 (New York, 
1954), pp. 409-428. 


The Litany of Re 

Alexandre Piankoff, The Litany of Re, Bollingen Series 40/4 (New,' York, 1964). 
Marshall Clagett, Ancient Egyptian Science: A Source Book, vol. 1 (Philadelphia, 1989), 

pp. 511-529- 


The Book of the Heavenly Cow 

John A. Wilson, in James B. Pritchard, ed.. Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the 
Ohi Testament, 2d ed (Princeton, 1955), PP- 8-9,10-11 (partial). 

R T. Rundle Clark, Myth ami Symbol in Ancient Egypt (London, 1959)/ PP- 181-185 
(partial). 






jcvi 


English translations 


Piank0 ff. The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon. Bollinger, Series 40/j 

Alexandre i z6-}7 ^ 

WOT<Kre; ^ ®“* * Rmdin ^ v °l- 2: 7V N 

Source Book, voi. i (Philadelphia, ,* 
pp. 537-542 (partial). <W 









Early Egyptologists focused primarily on the collection of spells 
that Lepsius designated the Book of the Dead, which is often viewed as 
the "Bible of the ancient Egyptians." With the discovery of the Pyramid 
Texts in 1880-1881, research interest turned to that collection of spells, 
which is nearly a thousand years earlier. The Book of the Dead, how¬ 
ever, still remains at the center of all esoteric interest in ancient Egypt. 

But the other large group of texts dealing with the afterlife, the Books 
of the Netherworld (once also called Guides to the Afterlife) long led a 
shadowy existence. Their actual discoverer w r as Jean-Fran^ois Champol- 
lion, who saw these compositions when he visited the Valley of the 
Kings in 1829 and immediately recognized their significance. In the thir¬ 
teenth of his letters from Egypt, dated May 26,1829, he gives a detailed 
account of the decoration of the royal tombs accessible in his day, espe¬ 
cially that of the tomb of Harnesses VI, where he completed a number of 
copies and descriptions. He had prepared the first translation from the 
Book of Gates and the Book of Caverns when his untimely death cut 
short his work. Later in the nineteenth century, Gaston Maspero and Eu¬ 
gene Lefebure in particular devoted themselves to deciphering the 
Books of the Afterlife. In time, however, a widespread, rather negative 
attitude emerged toward these "abstruse” priestly fantasies, as they 
were adjudged, and leading specialists no longer deemed it worthwhile 
to become involved with them. 






PREFACE 


xviil 


■ i Mial the discovery of the tomh of lutankhamun in 
" iS ^world's interest in the material riches of the Valley o( £ 
aroused the no momen him for the study of its spiritual tr J 

KmgS " ^ mi d-i930Se Alexandre Piankoff (.897-1966) was the firsl * o 
SU T nk • 1 systematic study of the religious books in the ro yal toni b s 
Un f h Ti«ued a steady stream of text editions, translations, and oth* 
and , h e With his splendid edition of the tomb of Harnesses VI i n l9 
which was prepared under the auspices of the Bolhngen Foundation, h c 
de practically all the relevant texts available in English translation 
Further study of the royal Books of the Afterlife could now be built o n 
these foundations. 

Beginning in 1958 ,1 had the pleasure of working with P.ankoff, aft* 
Siegfried Schott had repeatedly called my attention to the Books of the 
Netherworld. Meanwhile, they have been generally recognized as an 
important source for the history of Egyptian religion, and especially f 0r 
beliefs regarding the afterlife, and they have even received attention 
outside the field of Egyptology, especially from members of the Jungian 
school of psychoanalysis. 

The Books of the Netherworld are the focus of this book; I shall treat 
such "classical" sources as the Pyramid Texts, the Coffin Texts, and the 
Book of the Dead more summarily, since other aids to understanding 
them are already available. Additionally, in all periods the Egyptian 
mortuary cult employed numerous other texts, which have been desig¬ 
nated "mortuary liturgies" (in German, Verklarungen), to which Jan Ass- 
mann has devoted special attention. 

It is an open question to what extent these compositions, which are so 
distinct in form, reflect a monolithic conception of the afterlife The New 
Kingdom undoubtedly added fresh accents of its own: we can character- 
ute the deference between the Book of the Dead and the Books of the 
Netherworld by noting that only the latter actually give detailed dcscriv 
tms of the hereafter; the spells of the Book of the rJ, T \ 

With practical assistance regard,ne . , d are concemed 

deceased's stay there. There ,, k journey to the afterlife and the 

compositions, so that some onhem-lfl^ ^ maintain a hierarch y of 
Hie Netherworld, and the Books of H ul Ymmid Texts ' the Books of 
elusive use of Pharaoh, j us t asmn heSk >'—were reserved for the ex¬ 
crement served only for use in thp *“! ° f architec ^re and meas- 
Mos. of the books and col^on^ ° f "***• 
use , n the Late Period. At that t^ whT^ ******* hcrt Were sti11 in 
vere co ected on tomb walls and sarc ° C , lbraries of ancient writings 

1 a £‘ for use in the afterlife, 







preface xlx 


lh ;Cr "h- f * PrefCTenCe f ° r UtU ^ Cal *- xls handed down in the 
cul All ^conditions were thus a, hand for an influence tha, contin 

ucd beyond the pharaonic period and into the new spiritual currents of 
Hellenism and early Christianity. In the Books of the Netherworld, as in 
classical esotenca the “sun at midnight" stood at the center of ihe expe¬ 
rience of the afterlife, and along with the myth of Osiris the course of the 
sun played an important role in the Hellenistic Isis mysteries. The dis¬ 
closure of such relationships represents a wide field for investigation, 
though historians of religion are too little familiar with these texts 
On the whole, however, research into the texts and representations 
has yielded rich results in recent years, so that it seems time to venture a 
summary and orientation for nonspecialists, who are otherwise con¬ 
fronted by a growing body of literahire. To facilitate the survey, 1 have 
added drawings of the individual nocturnal hours or sections of the 
Books of the Netherworld and the Sky. 1 thank Dr. Abdel Ghaffer She- 
did for his kind permission tn employ his views of the Books of the 


Netherworld from the Komparalive Untersuchungen zu vier Unlemvlts- 
buchern of Winfried Barta (see figures 1-12, 14-25, 28-36. and 38) and 
Dr. Gilles Roulin for the preparation of additional figures. 







CHRONOLOGY 


Archaic Period 

Dynasties i and 2 

Old Kingdom 

Dynasty 3 (Djoser); first pyramids 
Dynasty 4 (Khufu, Khephren) 

Dynasty 5 (Wcnis); first Pyramid Texts 
Dynasty 6 (Teti, Pepy I, Pepy II) 

Dynasty 8 {Ibi) 

First Intermediate Period 

Dynasties 9-10; capital at Herakleopolis 
Dynasty 11; capital at Thebes; contemporaneous 
with Dynasties 9-10 




c. 3000-2700 b.c.e. 


c. 2705-2180 b.c.e. 

2705-2640 B.C.E. 
2640-2520 B.C.E. 
2520-2360 B.C.E. 
2360-2195 B.C.E. 
2195-2180 B.C.E. 

c. 2180-1987 b.c.e. 


Middle Kingdom (Coffin Texts) 

Dynasty 11 (Mentuhotpe) 

Dynasty 12 (Amenemhet, Senwosret) 
Dynasties 13-14 


c. 1987-1640 b.c.e. 

1987-1938 B.C.E. 
1938-1759 B.C.E. 
1759-164O B.C.E. 





ONOLOG Y 


xxli cHR 


Second Intermediate Period 

Dynasties 15- 16 ®n'empora n «> u » 

Dynasty 17; capital 
with Dynasties i 5 ' lb 


New Kingdom (Book of the Dead) 

Dynasty 18; Amduat. Litany ot Re, Book 


Dynasty^? (Ramesside rulere); Book of Caverns, 
nit "o (ttssidc rulers); Book of the Earth 


Third Intermediate Period 

Dynasty 21; flowering of painted sarcophagi 
and papyri at Thebes 
Dynasties 22-24 (Libyan rulers) 

Dynasty 25 ("Ethiopian" rulers) 


Late Period 

Dynasty 26 ("Saite” rulers) 

Dynasty 27 (Persian rulers) 
Dynasties 28-30 (last native rulers) 


Macedonians 


Ptolemaic Period 

Roman and Byzantine Periods 


c. 1640-1530 b.c.e. 


c. 1540-1075 b.c.e. 


1540-1292 B.C.E. 

1292-1190 B.C.E. 
1190-1075 B.C.E. 

c. 1075-664 b.c.e. 


1075-945 B.C.E. 
945-712 B.C.E. 
740-664 B.C.E. 

664-332 b.c.e. 

664-525 B.C.E. 
525-404 B.C.E. 
404-342 B.C.E. 

332-305 b.c.e. 


305-30 b.c.e. 


30 b.c.e.-642 c.e 
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the pyramid 


Sources 

The Pyramid Texts represent the oldest collection of religious spells pre¬ 
served from ancient Egypt. Beginning with Wenis, the last king of Dy¬ 
nasty 5 (c. 2350 b.c.e.), varying selections of spells were carved in all the 
royal pyramids of the Old Kingdom, especially in the sarcophagus 
chambers and their antechambers. In the case of Teti, they also appeared 
on the royal sarcophagus, and with Pepy I, the inscriptions began to ex¬ 
tend beyond the antechamber (figures 1 and 2). After 2200 B.C.E., under 
Pepy II, they were also employed in the pyramids of queens, and after 
the end of the Old Kingdom, they appeared on the tomb walls and 
coffins of officials. In the Middle Kingdom, the pyramids were free of 
texts, so that when Wenis's version appeared in the mastaba of Senwos- 
retankh at Lisht, it was practically unaltered; many pyramid spells, 
however, continued to be employed on coffins of this period. In the New 
Kingdom, they occurred in the tombs of some officials and on royal sar¬ 
cophagi. Spells from this corpus were still in use in the Late Period, in 
tombs and on sarcophagi. 

In the Old Kingdom, spells were included in the pyramids of kings 
Wenis, Teti, Pepy I, Merenre I, Pepy II, and Ibi and those of queens 
Wedjebten, Neith, and Iput. In the pyramids of the queens and that of 
Ibi, the spells were concentrated in a single room; the earlier pyramids 
also included them in the antechamber and the end of the subterranean 
corridor. 
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I Hieroglyphs from the Pyramid Texts of the pyramid of Teti. Photo copyright © Al 
Berens. Suredesign Graphics. 


Research 

The spells were discovered when Gaston Maspero opened the pyra- 
mids work he began in ,880 and concluded in May 1881 with the open- 

ZVJr ; am 1 °J TetL AS early as l88a ' Maspero began an edition 

Wern^ and h^n “““"B Wi,h those from the PY ramid of 

bonk *«•* * also appeared in 

elusion in the Wijrterbuch deram r * t00k Up the P >' ramid Texts for m ‘ 
ban Language), and in 1908 heDr^" ^ P ™ Cfe (Dictionary of the Egyp- 
definitive. The textual basis w * t6Xt ec ^ on st ill remains 

gations of Gustave Jequier in So fu* stant * a % expanded by the investi- 

course of which he was able to^/™ Saqqara from 1924 to 1936, in the 
pyramid of Pepy u whilc also . '“** considerably more spells in the 
° q “ cens w « d iebten (i 925 _ * en "8 the versions in the pyramids 

later tomb of Ibi. In March ,^ ,' ^ '» Ut (W-i 9 S and in 

fan-Pbilippe Lauer and Jean 
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1922), p. 116. Drawing by David Lorton. 


Sainte-Fare Gamot launched a systematic investigation of the pyramids 
of Dynasty 6; after a rather long interruption, Lauer continued the work 
with Jean Leclant, and they discovered many additional fragments in 
the pyramids of Teti (more than 700), Pepy l (more than 2,000), and 

Merenre. 

After Maspero's provisional translation, a further rendering by Louis 
Speleers, which relied on the preparatory work of Sethe, appeared m 
French in 1924; the full English translation by Samuel A. B. Mercer that 
appeared in 1952 has since been superseded by that of Raymond O. 
Faulkner in 1969. The translation and extensive commentary prepared 
and continually revised by Sethe was not published until after his death. 
The volumes appeared from 1935 to 1962, with publication interrupted 

by World WarU. . , 

Investigation of questions of detail began in 1914 vv '!h Pi erre ^ 
comprehensive work on the suppression and mutilation of signs an 
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, r van der Leeuw's 19^ ” ork on conceptions of th e 
continued with G. d dreW on the Pyramid Texts for his i n fl u 

vine. James HenJ ^ Jhought Ancient Egypt, which ap p ' 

rial Development of* ^ research/ the texts were dated as early ^ 

in 1912. In the ear V J ^ the majo rity of them stemmed from P J 
possible; Sethe as ^ a be l ie f that with these spells, one c<^ 

dynastic «£* of Egyptian culture and religion Today. how . 

7 ZZ ire inclined to date the texts origin as close as possible to 
ever. record ed, though we still lack individual studies de. 

the time cne> 

unfpd to dating them more exactly. 


di* 


Structure and Language 

The texts which differ considerably in length and were not illustrated, 
were carved in vertical columns on the walls of the pyramids' subter¬ 
ranean spaces. The outlines of the signs were painted green, indicating 
the hoped-for regeneration of the deceased. With the exception of spell 
355 ("Opening the Double Door of the Sky ), the spells lack titles, with 
the result that in Dynasty 6, every column begins with the notation 
"words to be spoken," a phrase that appears only at the beginnings of 
spells in the pyramid of Wenis. The ends of the spells are marked by a 
horizontal line in the case of Wenis and by a hieroglyph for "house" in 
the later pyramids. In his edition Sethe distinguished 714 spells; 
Faulkner increased the number to 759 in 1969, though some of these 
spells are duplicates and should not have been included. Some of the 
spells were originally composed in the first person singular for the royal 
burial ritual but were transposed into the third person when they were 
recorded in the pyramids. 


e or er in which the spells are to be read remains unclear. Maspe 
and Sethe began with the north wall of the sarcophagus chamb 
whereas Siegfried Schott and Alexandre Piankoff regarded their ince 

miiller wflo V Cn ^ nCe to the antechamb er. Schott, Hartwig Alt< 

spells as the royal buria| 8 r!tual &ho7 te rf At Se,1UenCe 

royal mortuary temple in tha -J , K * and Altenmull er included 
like Altenmuller,confined his^dv^r™"™' WhereaSS P le 8 el (w 
events in the less spacio,,* , V ° the PVamid of Wenis) set all 

Osmg, employing the example of vT ^ Pyramid ' s interior. J ur : 
Sion for example, apotropaic spell <1s P 0lnte d to a thematic d 

he sarcophagus chamber P -that s „ 7 ^ entrance and offering text 

' 38d ° changes^ dd a ~ h ; —us text, 

n 8 division of the con 
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from pyramid to pyramid. Nevertheless, it is scarcely to be denied that 
these are overwhelmingly ritual texts. On the analogy of the later cor¬ 
pora, we can suppose that the texts were selected from a larger collec¬ 
tion for very distinct purposes and arranged according to distinctive 
points of view, There is no recognizable orientation to the four cardinal 
points. 

The language of the texts is Old Egyptian, though in a relatively anti¬ 
quated form displaying some phonological and grammatical differences 
from the other texts of the Old Kingdom; the orthography was still in 
the process of development and employed highly redundant writings. 
This was the earliest use of retrograde writing, that is, the reversal of the 
normal sequence of the columns. The avoidance of complete figures of 
animals and people is striking, as is their deliberate mutilation. The fear 
that such signs might spring to life and pose a danger played a role here, 
along with, probably, the desire to protect the offerings of the deceased 
king from other living beings. 


Content 

According to Seihe's count, the pyramid of Wenis contains 227 spells; 
fresh spells were included in each of the subsequent pyramids, though 
we still lack studies regarding changes in content and shifts in thematic 
emphasis. Generally speaking, the texts were supposed to be of special 
service to the deceased king in his ascent to the sky and his reception in 
the divine realm. In this regard, every suitable means of assistance was 
included: a ladder or ramp leading up to the sky, clouds, storms, hail, 
incense, sunlight, and animal forms such as a bird, a beetle, or a locust. 
The god Shu, who held up the sky, was an especially surtable helper. 
Moreover, the spells communicate knowledge to Pharaoh regarding 
the wavs and places in the hereafter, as well as dangers he could en¬ 
counter there. Dialogues with guardians of gateways and with a ferry¬ 
man supply specific knowledge that would enable the deceased king to 
name the correct names and answer all questions correctly 
prove his legitimacy and make his way through the regions of the here- 

"tL topography of the hereafter remains somewhat .ndeterminate, 

though the Field of Reeds, the Field of Offerings, the a e ° ^ 

and the Winding Waterway receive emphasis as impor an d " deceasc d 
sky was evidently traversed by water so that ei ics ^ of the 
crossed it by boat, and the dead were dependent on e sl 
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der Leeuw's 1916 work on conceptions of , he 
continued with U. _ drew on lhe Pyramid Texts for his i nfl ^ 

vine, lames Henry .. j<m ani nought in Ancient Egypt, which a ppea 
tial Development 0) X of researc h, the texts were dated as early as 

in 1912. 1 " thc ear y ' (hat the majority of them stemmed from pre . 
possible; Sethe ^ g that with these spells, one could 

dynastic tunes. of Egyptian culture and religion. Today, ho w . 

trace the very beg ^ ^ ^ (he , exts - origin as close as possible l 0 

die timethey* were recorded, though we still lack individual studies de. 
,JLl tr> dating them more exactly. 


Structure and Language 

The texts which differ considerably in length and were not illustrated, 
were carded in vertical columns on the walls of the pyramids' subter¬ 
ranean spaces. The outlines of the signs were painted green, indicating 
the hoped-for regeneration of the deceased. With the exception of spell 
355 ("Opening the Double Door of the Sky"), the spells lack titles, with 
the result that in Dynasty 6, every column begins with the notation 
"words to be spoken," a phrase that appears only at the beginnings of 
spells in the pyramid of Wenis. Thc ends of the spells are marked by a 
horizontal line in the case of Wenis and by a hieroglyph for "house" in 
the later pyramids. In his edition Sethe distinguished 714 spells; 
Faulkner increased the number to 759 in 1969, though some of these 
spells are duplicates and should not have been included. Some of the 
spells were originally composed in the first person singular for the royal 
burial ritual but were transposed into the third person when they were 
recorded in the pyramids. 


The order in which the spells are to be read remains unclear. Masper. 
and Sethe began with the north wall of the sarcophagus chambei 

tonTll ^ SCh ° ,t and A ‘ eXandre Piankoff ^ d * d ‘heir ince F 
muUer InTln w ‘T *™* t0 the an ‘«*amber. Schott, Hartwig Alter 

spells as thc rfhl!r&h e ^ P,e ^ *° eXP ‘ ain 0,6 set > uenCe 1 

royal mortuary temple in the r ° ^ A1 ‘enmuller included tl 

■« ««r. ^ whereas sp,egei (wh 

events in the less spacious -, r he Pyramid of Wenis) set all i 

Osurg, employing the example of Wen 'k* Pyramid s mtenor K lr g' 

th° n ^ Wample ' a P°lropaic spells ^b** *° 3 thcmatic dil 

he sarcophagus chamber—thafsno J ^ entrance and offering texts 

■ “ d ° ^ *“«* changes^ddE^ ** 01 

g division of the contt 
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from pyramid to pyramid. Nevertheless, it is scarcely to be denied that 
these are overwhelmingly ritual texts. On the analogy of the later cor¬ 
pora, we can suppose that the texts were selected from a larger collec¬ 
tion for very distinct purposes and arranged according to distinctive 
points of view. There is no recognizable orientation to the four cardinal 
points. 

The language of the texts is Old Egyptian, though in a relatively anti¬ 
quated form displaying some phonological and grammatical differences 
from the other texts of the Old Kingdom; the orthography was still in 
the process of development and employed highly redundant writings. 
This was the earliest use of retrograde writing, that is, the reversal of the 
normal sequence of the columns. The avoidance of complete figures of 
animals and people is striking, as is their deliberate mutilation. The fear 
that such signs might spring to life and pose a danger played a role here, 
along with, probably, the desire to protect the offerings of the deceased 
king from other living beings. 


Content 

According to Sethe's count, the pyramid of Wenis contains 227 spells; 
fresh spells were included in each of the subsequent pyramids, though 
we still lack studies regarding changes in content and shifts in thematic 
emphasis. Generally speaking, the texts were supposed to be of special 
service to the deceased king in his ascent to the sky and his reception in 
the divine realm. In this regard, every suitable means of assistance was 
included: a ladder or ramp leading up to the sky, clouds, storms, hail, 
incense, sunlight, and animal forms such as a bird, a beetle, or a locust. 
The god Shu, wTio held up the sky, was an especially suitable helper. 
Moreover, the spells communicate knowledge to Pharaoh regarding 
the ways and places in the hereafter, as well as dangers he could en¬ 
counter there. Dialogues with guardians of gateways and with a ferry¬ 
man supply specific knowledge that would enable the deceased king to 
name the correct names and answer all questions correctly in order to 
prove his legitimacy and make his way through the regions of the here¬ 
after. 

The topography of the hereafter remains somewhat indeterminate, 
though the Field of Reeds, the Field of Offerings, the Lake of the Jackal, 
and the Winding Waterway receive emphasis as important locales. The 
sky was evidently traversed by water so that deities and deceased 
crossed it by boat, and the dead were dependent on the services of the 
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picted in an especially repeat edly identified with the creator god 

j7 ,. 274 . BecAUSethe Ig (o this deity's act of creation. 


portrayed as being _ violent arrival of the king in the sky is d(s 
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Atum, we encounter decease d, their freedom of movement, and 

The provisioning o § alsQ play prominent roles; the ritual 

the repelling 01 (snell 244) aims at the annihilation of all ene- 

'smashing of t e^rt^ of ma gical spells directed against serpents 

mies. A cons shows t h a t spells from this life were trans- 

XitTtheXlife to deal with similar circumstances and thus with 
dangers of all sorts. 

There was also a desire to enter into the cyclical course of the cosmos 
in order to overcome death, and the hope of accompanying the sun god in 
his barque is already found here (spell 407, § 711 and spell 469, § 906); 
in spell 267, the deceased king goes so far as to displace the sun god 
from his seat in the barque, "so that this Wenis might sit in your place 
and row across the sky, O Re." But the identification of the king with 
Osiris—their identity is especially stressed in spell 219—and the many 
allusions to the myth of Osiris take on even greater weight, and we have 
here the earliest texts in which Osiris appears as ruler of the nether¬ 
world. Practically all the important motifs of the Osiris myth are found. 
Along with his sisters Isis and Nephthys, his son 1 Iorus also participates 
in the search for the murdered god (he finds him and revives him by 

^ *6, § 632 and spell 593 , « l ‘ a ". d is P reSUmed in 

but the motif of his dismem Jerm ent b v So , ^ 
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Sources 

The Coffin Texts superseded the Pyramid Texts at the end of the Old 
Kingdom, though some of the pyramid spells continued to be used on 
coffL during the Middle Kingdom. Spells from the new redacfion are 
already found in the pyramid of King Ibi of Dynasty 8. The earliest ex¬ 
emplar are preserved in the necropolis of Balat in el-Kharga Oasis, if 
thefr dating To the end of the Old Kingdom is accurate The principal 
sources are the later cemeteries of the nomarchs of Middle gyp m Dy 
nastv^a espedally Asvut, Beni Hasan, Deir el-Bersha, el-Lisht, and 

«.* .xoush . «. “ “f "a" «“ * 

tradition came to an end with the conclusion « f he M d f ' 
transforming into the new corpus of the Book o he^Dearn W £ 
although there are also sporadic attestations of Co n P 

New Kingdom, as in the burial chamber of Minnakhte (TT 8 7 ) and ,n 

tombs of Dynasties 25-26, when spells 151,607, anc 5 1 P of 

In the Middle K.ngdom, the spells are encountered ^ wafe 

officials and their subordinates, though they also appear. 
stelae, canopic chests, mummy masks, and papyri- 
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Research d bv c R Lcpsius in 1867, from cnffi ns , 

The first copies were bUcations 0 f individual coffins, Pi^ 

Berlin. After a few F coffins in the Cairo Museum as a 

Lacau published t ^ igo 6, and on the basis of this mate- 

pa ?h itS bltoS'individual spells in a series of articles entitled "Tex les 
" P “ n Ke « u ;/ * tow*.* 26 (1904) to 37 (’9151. wrth the texts re - 
rebgieux 1 ,. Wc typL , font. After World War I, James Henry 

Breasted and Alan H. Gardiner laid plans for a comprehensive public,, 
non ol the entire corpus of texts, and this was hnally real,zed by Adri- 
aan de Buck in a publication consisting of seven volumes dating from 
ip , 5 to ig6l The present-day division of the spells rests on his edition, 
though the material has since been increased through new finds. 

Early evaluations were made by James Henry Breasted 1.1912) and 
Hermann Kees (1926), both on the basis of Lacau's 'Textes religieux." A 
Prpnrh translation of the first two volumes of de Buck's edition by Louis 



Speleers appeared in 1947. The first complete translation in English was 
published by Raymond O. Faulkner (1973-1978), and there is also a 
complete translation in French by Paul Barguet (1986); Faulkner fob 
lowed de Buck's sequence of spells, whereas Barguet edited them into 
thematic groups. There is as yet no translation into German. 

The Book of the Two Ways, in particular, gained attention early on. 
Hans Schack-Schackenburg published the floor of the coffin of Sen in 
1903, and Kees included a detailed treatment of its contents in his 1926 
volume; several complete translations have followed in more recent 
times (see the bibliography; Edmund Hermsen gives a detailed survey 
of the history of research in the work cited there.) 
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space, split columns are often employed for parallel expressions. Red 
ink is used for emphasis and to indicate divisions, and certain important 
spells, such as spell 1,087, are written entirely in red. The deceased is al¬ 
most always spoken of in the first person singular. 

In contrast to the Pyramid Texts, the Coffin Texts employ vignettes, 
though only rarely, and there are detailed plans in the Book of the Two 
Ways (figure 3) and of the Field of Offerings (spell 464). In certain 
cases, such as in spells 81 and 100, there are descriptions of figures that 
were supposed to strengthen the spells' magical effect. The most 
detailed composition is the Book of the Two Ways, which Paul Barguet 
breaks up into four parts, though Leonard H. Lesko and E. Hermsen 
divide it into nine sections; section VII consists of a single spell (1,099) 
and belongs rather to section VI, given its content, as Hermsen has 
noted. This book, whose original title was perhaps Guide to the Ways 
of Rosetau and which was said to have been discovered "under the 
flank of Thoth," can be divided into a long version (spells 1,029-1,130) 
and a short version (spells 1,131-1,185, along with 513 and 577). 

Content 

The Coffin Texts eliminated the royal exclusivity of the Pyramid Texts, 
putting the texts at the disposal of all deceased persons and thus making 
the enjoyment of the afterlife something that all could attain; now, every 
deceased person was an Osiris NN. But the principal group to make use 
of the texts consisted of the nomarchs of the early second millennium 
B c E and their families. The essential content of the Pyramid Texts con¬ 
tinued, in particular the material bases for continued existence (this pur¬ 
pose was also served by the friezes of objects of burial goods pictured on 
the coffins and by spell 47 *. ‘he ushabti speU, whose intent was the 
avoidance of compulsory labor in the afterlife), protection against inimi¬ 
cal beings and other dangers, and admission into the cyclical course of 
the sun. In addition, transformation spells (inter alia spells 268-295 
dealt with the deceased king's ascent to the sky in the desirable form 
a bird but also served to transform the deceased into various debus 
(spell 290: "into every god into which one might desire to 
into fire air, or grainier into a child or crocodile. Indeed, m this penod 
the most popular amulet was the scarab beetle, the hieroglyphic symbo 

for "transformation." , , . - n mun- 

Another new motif was the desired reunion with loved ones 

tering one's own family in the afterlife. Also new . com bated 
Apophis, the enemy of the sun, a gigantic serpent that had to be 
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to prevent the sun's course from coming to a halt. Triumph over all ene 
m jes was now intensified into the concept of a Judgment of the Dead to 
which all were subjected and which was not conducted only on indict¬ 
ment. Concepts of creation play a role in a number of spells, for the de¬ 
ceased often appears as primeval god and creator; a series of spells re- 
volves around the constellation of the creator god and his "children," 
Shu and Tefnut, who carried on the work of creation. On the whole, the 
afterlife is conceptualized more concretely than in the Pyramid Texts 
and its dangers are portrayed more dramatically. Osiris and his realm 
also stand out more prominently, with the deceased appearing some¬ 
times as Osiris and sometimes as his helper and supporter, but often 
also in the role of his devoted son Horus who rushes to his father's assis¬ 
tance, as in the dramatic spell 312. 

Of special importance is the Book of the Two Ways, preserved in two 
versions, it is the earliest example of a cosmography, though it still lacks 
the clear arrangement of the later Books of the Netherworld. Hermann 
Kees felt that it originated in "the witch's brew of magic" and the "su¬ 
perstitious fantasies of the people," but to the high functionaries of the 
Hare nome, for whose coffins it was intended, the book represented the 
results of government-funded research into the hereafter and was sup¬ 
posed to convey to the dead the knowledge necessary for them to make 
their way there without going astray. Its texts are always addressed di¬ 
rectly to the deceased, warning them—or, positively, guiding them— 
and the schematic plans that accompany the texts were supposed to fa¬ 
cilitate their orientation, making the book the first real guide to the 
hereafter, even though it lacks the systematization of the New Kingdom 
guides. 

The Book of the Two Ways does not commence with sunset, as do the 
later Books of the Netherworld, but rather with the eastern horizon and 
sunrise, so that the journey through the hereafter takes place mainly in 
the sky. Many obstacles and dangers stand in the way of the deceased, 
such as the circle of fire (designated the "fiery court") around the sun 
and the menacing guardians at the gates of the hereafter. Pitch-black 
darkness or walls of flame also constantly block the way. In the middle 
of this description of the hereafter is the region of Rosetau, which lies "at 
the boundary of the sky" and contains the corpse of Osiris; according to 
spell 1,080, it is "locked in darkness and surrounded by fire." The de¬ 
ceased wishes to reach this place, for whoever gazes on the deceased 
Osiris cannot die (CT VII 302e). Another goal is the Field of Offerings 
with its paradisiacal superabundance, but the route leading to it is 
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. .,r the end of the book, we encounter p aths 

patently difficult, an ne^ The Lake of Flames situated^ 

cross one wetter * ^ ambi valent place whose consuming fi rea , 

tween the Two V y ra(ion The creation of a system of gate* 

serves the pur F os . ted with the seven guardians in 8p .V 

in the last section are three boats, all pcJJ 

t solar barque, from which the serpen. Apophis „ J 
celled The Lord of All speaks his concluding monologue (spell 
from this barque, recounting his beneficent deeds when he created tf* 
world and foretelling the end of this creation after millions of years"; 
only he and Osiris will survive the end of time. 

In general, the netherworld and its ruler, Osiris, gained greatly in i m . 
portance, though the celestial afterlife of the Pyramid Texts survives, a s 
in the astronomical representations on the lids of coffins at Asyut, with 
their decans and stars from the northern celestial regions, and in the per¬ 
son of the sky goddess. Nut. In the Book of the Two Ways as well, a plu¬ 
rality of skies appears as the goal of deceased persons, who are ever and 
again supplied with the knowledge necessary to avoid dangers and 
false paths. In dialogues with the guardians of the gateways, the de¬ 
ceased employ this knowledge to establish their legitimacy. 
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Sources 


The Book of the Dead is the designation of a group of mortuary spells, 
written mostly on papyrus, from the New Kingdom, the Third Interme¬ 
diate Period, and the Late Period. In the later versions of the Coffin 
Texts, some spells already take the form of the corresponding spells in 
the New Kingdom Book of the Dead. Early examples of spells from the 
Book of the Dead are found on mummy cloths and coffins of the early 


New Kingdom, and somewhat later, they appear on papyri and on the 
walls of certain tomb chambers. Early examples, once ascribed to the 
Middle Kingdom (the coffins of Mentnhotpe and Herunefer, and a pa¬ 
pyrus now in Brussels), are now dated to Dynasty 17. The collection cir¬ 
culated throughout Egypt, though Thebes was an especially important 
center. Spells from the Book of the Dead began to be used rather com¬ 
monly by officials beginning with the reign of Tuthmosis Ill. The pro¬ 
duction of Books of the Dead was briefly interrupted by the Amarna Pe¬ 
riod, though a number of spells are found once again on the gilded 
shrines of Tutankhamun and on other objects from his tomb, while 
many important manuscripts stem from the period of transition 0 
Ramesside era. The Book of the Dead started to appear on t e _ _ . 
royal tombs in the reign of Memeptah, beginning with spe “to 
deals with the judgment of the Dead; though it was supplementod by 
other texts in the royal tombs of Dynasty 20, the spe nev 
mained the most important one. Some spells occur on temple 




14 


OF THE AFTERLIFE 

THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN 


o 4 ic^oelluo at Medinet Habu. The chapters r * 
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ally spell 6 (there is an example 

T'Xnasty^rand occasionally already .n the Ramesside Period, 
in L>> nasty , written in hieratic, though papyri also 

c" to be written with cursive hieroglyphs They were 
enclosed in a statuette of Osiris; when possible, a Book of e Dead and 
an Amduat papyrus were employed together, while less often, mixed 
forms combined elements from both compositions. In certain pictorial 
versions called mythological papyri. Book of the Dead spells are repre¬ 
sented only by their vignettes. After Dynasty 22, Books of the Dead fell 
into disuse for a time, but Dynasty 26 saw a revival of their employ¬ 
ment, along with new spells and a canonization of their order. The spells 
also reappeared on tomb walls and coffins at this time and, beginning 
with Dynasty 30, on mummy bandages. This new flowering continued 
into the Roman Period, from which a version wTitten in Demotic has 
also been preserved. Spells 19, 140, 157, 158, and 162-165 are attested 
only after the New Kingdom. 

As a continuation of the Coffin Texts, this collection of spells was 
available to everyone, and it was in widespread use among royal offi¬ 
cials and members of their families. Even after the development of a 
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colophons of individual spells often make reference to accompanying U 
lustrations that are supposed to be executed according to specific in 
structions. From the New Kingdom to the Late Period, the vignettes 
were brightly painted, whereas those of the Ptolemaic and Roman Peri¬ 
ods made no use of color. 


Research 

Some manuscripts were published as early as 1821, in volume 2 of the 
Description de / Egypte prepared by Napoleon Bonaparte's expedition, 
and a Ptolemaic example had been reproduced even earlier, by Jean 
Marcel Cadet in 1805. Jean-Franqois Champollion concerned himself 
with further Books of the Dead in Geneva and Turin, for which he em¬ 
ployed the designation rituri funeraire ("funerary ritual"). In 1842, Karl 
Richard Lepsius published the Ptolemaic Period manuscript in Turin, 
introducing the term Totenbuck ("Book of the Dead") and the numbering 
of the chapters that remains in use to this day. In 1872, Theodule 
Dcveria published the papyrus of Nebqed in Paris, with a translation by 
Paul Pierret, after Samuel Birch had already published the first English 
translation, based on the papyrus in Turin, in 1867. The first German 
translation by Heinrich Brugsch in ZAS 10 (1872) was only a partial one. 

In 1874, the publication of a complete edition was decided on at the 
Second Congress of Orientalists in London, and the project was placed 
in the hands of Edouard Naville of Geneva. Because of the amount of 
material, Naville was obliged to confine himself to manuscripts from the 


New Kingdom, of which he included seventy-one. His three-volume 
work appeared in 1886, and it remains the standard edition to this day. 
In a parallel effort, W. Willem Pleyte published additional spells from 
manuscripts of the Late Period in 1881, continuing, as did Naville, to use 
the numbering of spells introduced by Lepsius, with the result that 
spells 166 to 174 coincide. E. A. Wallis Budge concerned himself with 
the manuscripts in the British Museum and published some of them, in¬ 
cluding the papyrus of Ani (for the first time in 1890), which Naville a 
not dealt with; Budge's text edition of 1898, in hieroglyphic type, as 
been continuously reprinted and is still widely used. A cata °^ ue 
manuscripts of the New Kingdom and Third Intermediate Period m the 
British Museum begun by Alan W. Shorter remains uncomplete > , 
Thomas George Allen published a catalogue of all the manus 

the Oriental Institute in Chicago. Naville, made 

p eter Le Page Renouf, whose work was continue y * En Ush in 
3ii early translation; they published a complete ren er g 
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. . A ,i rea dv published a French trans- 
PSBA 14-26 (1892-1904)- ^ eiT ^ ^ - Ue ' s "new" spells. Budge's contin- 
lation in 1882, naturally vnt - ' ^ ^ appeare d in 1901. A new stan- 

uously reprinted Eng is rens ^ comp|ete translations by Barguet, 
dard has been set by d 0 Fau lkner, while fundamentals i„ 

Allen, Erik Hornung, an v ‘ , i j f£urt Sethe and Hermann 
understanding the texts were Z As early a5 l8 8 7 , Cash, 
Kees in then "Gothnger Totenbuchstu the entire com . 

Maspero published a detailed survey or 

P °On« Xwd Is the Bible of the ancient Egyptians, the Book of the 
Dead lost a great deal of its interest to scholars with the discovery of the 
Pyramid Texts, though it continues to exercise great influence as witness 
to an esoteric Egypt. Ongoing attempts to compare it with the Tibetan 
Book of the Dead fail because of the entirely different objectives of the 
two compositions. 

Structure and Language 

The spells are dearly set apart from one another by titles, and some¬ 
times also colophons, written with red ink, and they are separated in 
some manuscripts by double lines. Lepsius divided the Turin manu¬ 
script he used as a prototype into 165 "chapters," though the designa¬ 
tion "spell" is undoubtedly more suitable for these ever-changing and 
recombined sections, especially since the term chapter is never used in 
connection with the older corpora. In contrast to the Coffin Texts, the 
sfodc of spells is considerably reduced to a total of less than two hun- 
red. 1 6 in KaviUe's edition, increased to 190 by Budge. To date we 
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■> r«presenUbon° f T“T ° f thc SUn) - ,hou Sh spells rm and ,86 
were also popular al the end m the Ratnesslde Period. The canoracal ~ 
quence, in which rerun, spells were grouped together, was in large p„, 
formed in Dynasty 26^ Doublets of the same spell occur in many manu¬ 
scripts. The number of spells employed varies considerably: the papyrus 
of Kha in Turin contains 33, Yuya's 41, Ani's 65, and that of Nu in Lon¬ 
don 137 Thc len & th of the s P ells also fluctuates, from a few verses to 
nearly four hundred m the case of spell 17 and its glosses. Many spells 
are provided with colophons containing concrete instructions on their 
use or application, or notations concerning their desired usefulness. 

_ Content 

Like the two earlier text corpora, the Book of the Dead primarily served 
the purposes of provisioning and protecting the deceased. In contrast to 
the contemporary Books of the Netherworld, it is not concerned with 
descriptions but rather with practical help and magical assistance for the 
hereafter. The idea of a general Judgment of the Dead to which ever)' 
deceased person is subject plays a central role. What clearly declines in 
contrast to the Coffin Texts is the wish for a reunion with the members 
of one's family. The most important spells are spell 1, which legitimizes 
the deceased as the god Thoth and further through knowledge of the 
mysterious events surrounding Osiris; spell 6, the ushabti spell, which 
activates this assistant to the deceased; spell 15, which contains a hymn 
to the sun, selected from a large repertoire; spell 16, the vignette to spell 
15 (figure 4); spell 17, which identifies the deceased with the creator god, 
Atum, and offers a synopsis of the entire Book of the Dead, provided 
with explanatory glosses, and which was especially richly illustrated 
after the Amarna Period; spell 18, also provided with glosses, which al¬ 
lows the deceased to prevail over opponents before any divine tribunal, 
spell 25, which prevents forgetting one's name; spells 26-30, dealing 
with the heart, which must be in harmony with the deceased; spells 31 
and 32, directed against crocodiles in the hereafter; spells 33-35, a B am ^ 
snakes; spell 38, which guarantees the breath of life, as do 54-56, s P e || s 
39 and 108, which deal with the battle against Apophis, the enemy o t 
sun; spell 40, which wards off "him who swallowed an ass , spe 4 
which contains a deification of the body parts of the dead, so 
ber by member, the deceased becomes a god; spell 44 , 
dying again in the necropolisspell 45, which prevents ^ 

spells 51-53, which prevent a reversal o. the 
afterlife, as do spells 82,102,124, and 189; spells 57 3 , 
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5 Vignette to Book of the Dead spell 89, 
After Edouard Naville, Dos Agyptfsche 
Todtenbuc* der XVIIi bis XX Dynasiie, 
vol, I (Berlin, 1886), plate Cl. 


air and water in the realm of the dead; spell 59, which addresses the 
sycamore tree of the goddess Nut and accompanies a depiction of the 
tree goddess; the barely comprehensible spell 64, which attempts to 
summarize the entire book in a single spell; spell 71, which attempts to 
release the deceased from the necropolis and requests continued life; 
spell 72, especially popular on coffins, which was supposed to fulfill all 
material needs, and the similar spell 106; spells 76-88, which serve to 
transform the deceased into various forms, such as a falcon (77—78), the 
god A turn (79) or the god Ptah (82), a lotus blossom (81), a bcnu -heron 
(83), the ba (soul) of Re (85), a swallow (86), a serpent (87), and a croco¬ 
dile (88). Spell 89 serves to reunite the ba and the corpse in the afterlife 
(figure 3); spells 91 and 92 permit free, unhindered movement; spell 94 
provides the deceased with writing material; spells 98 and 99 assure a 
ferryboat in the realm of the dead, and spell 99 contains a lengthy dia¬ 
logue with the ferryman and the parts of his boat. Spells 100-102 effect 
the inclusion of the deceased in the journey of the sun god in his barque, 
as do 130,133, 134, and 136; spell 103 projects the deceased into the fol¬ 
lowing of Hathor; spell 104 allows the deceased to "dwell among the 
great gods"; in spell 105, the deceased is presented with ka (life force). 
Spells 107-109 and 111-116 serve to assure knowledge of the bau 
(souls), while spell 108 is again concerned with the warding tiff of 
Apophis by the god Seth. Spell 110 describes the Field of Offerings or 
F 'eld of Reeds as a paradise for the blessed dead; spells 117-119 deal 
with free entry into Rosetau, the realm of Osiris; spell 124 prepares the 
deceased for the descent to the "tribunal of Osiris"; and spell 125 is the 
central spell of the Judgment of the Dead, with its denial of sin (the eg- 
ative Confession) on the part of the dead (figure 6); the complemen ary 
s P e H 126 again refers to the Lake of Fire and its guardians, p 

















Vignette to Book of the Dead spell 125. After Edouard Naville. Das Agyptische Todtenbuch der XVIII. bis XX. Dynastie, vol. I (Berlin, 1886), plate CXXXVI. 
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7. Vignette to Book of the Dead spell 153 
After Edouard Naville. Das Agypvsche Todten- 
buch der XVIII. bis XX. Dynastic , vol. I (Berlin 
1886), plate CLXXVIII. 


and 180 adopt portions of the royal Litany of Re. Spell 137 is concerned 
with the illumination of the hereafter in the absence of sun and moon, 
and in spell 138, the deceased as Horus greets the deities of Abydos. 
Spells 141-M3 contain an offering litany with a long list of deities and 
forms of manifestations of Osiris, who are to take part in the offerings. 
Spells 144-147 are concerned with the gateways of the hereafter, which 
are seven or twenty-one in number, and their menacing guardians, 
whom the deceased may pass only by knowing their names and reciting 
the correct spells; spell 148, with its seven cows and four rudders of the 
sky, assures the nourishment of the deceased, while spell 149 describes 
the fourteen hills in the realm of the dead, which are again enumerated 
in spell 150 in their characteristic form. Spell 151 displays the most im¬ 
portant elements of the funeral, with Anubis standing by the bier in the 
center. Spell 152 assures the deceased a secure place among the "mil¬ 


lions" who dwell in the hereafter; spell 153 protects the dead from the 
giant net spread out between sky and earth (figure 7); spell 154 helps to 
overcome the perishing of the corpse. Spells 155-160 belong to certain 
effective amulets; spell 161, very popular on coffins, assures the de¬ 
ceased the necessarv breath of life; spell 162 belongs to a panel placed 






















































































THE books of breathing 


Sources 

Nearly all the preserved copies of the Books of Breathing date to the 
Greco-Roman Period; the earliest, P. Louvre N 3154, stems from the end 
of Dynasty 30 (c. 330 b.c.e.). The Egyptians distinguished between a 
First and a Second Book of Breathing, with the second preserved only 
from the Roman Period. Both books make reference to divine origin— 
the first was supposed to have been written by Isis for Osiris, and the 
second to have been copied by Thoth, who was believed to have au¬ 
thored other works as well. In all instances, the earthly origin of these 
texts was in Thebes, where they were composed and handed down by 
the priesthood of Amun. Jean-Claude Goyon has pointed to certain par¬ 
allels to passages from the Books of Breathing in the texts of the Buchis 
bull stelae from Armant, near Thebes. 

Research 

Vivant Denon published a manuscript in 1804; it served as the basis for 
Heinrich Brugsch's 1851 treatment, w'hich was written in Latin. Philippe 
Jacques de Horrack, relying on several papyri in the Louvre, published 
an edition of the first book in 1877. The litany of names from the fourth 
text of the second book (see "Content" section of this chapter) was pu - 
,is hed as a separate composition by Jens D. C. Lieblein in 1895- ^ ™° 
recent times, Goyon in particular has promoted the study of this te 
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J4 THE ANCENT EGTPT.AN 

Structure and L( "' gt ' ag mnslM cd as Document of Breathing, ,, 

The original title is ‘ bMome accepted on the analogy J 

the designation "boo* the , irst book into fifteen (p t . rh U * 

Book of the Dead ><\ . These yield a relatively unified con,** 

originally only book consists of texts with highly varied 

sihon, whereas various abbreviated versions of the Sero , * 

««*■ A " copies bo,h b,, " ks " 
date'Written in hieratic; only a few abbreviated versions are i„ ^ 
i . P Louvre N 3284 bus vignettes as well. 




Content 

Both books stress the importance of breath for the deceased. They serve 
to prolong the existence of the name of the deceased and to prevent the 
"second death" of damnation. In contrast to the Book of the Dead 
Amun plays an important role here, especially, in one group of abbrevi¬ 
ated versions, as Amenemope, that is, Amun of Luxor. But it is Osiris 
who assures the survival of the ba, and the texts are supposed to serve 
the deceased as a sort of identity card in the realm of the dead, with the 
result that they belong to the genre of divine decrees. 


A uiiiivnLiUM, .iiwfLuie^ or rne ooay, ana tne vindication of the de- 
ceased arc the focus of the first book, whose goal is the deceased's con 
tinned exhte.ee. They breathe and see, the doors of the hereafter ate 
open to them, offerings are made to them, and so forth; every place 

*•« zzLTd ’the we fi v a variam ° f ** n ^- 

positive manner in section fourteen L ‘ “““*** are em P hasi2 *d in a 

According to Goyon, the second h ,... 
texts. The first has to do with the t . LOnsists of six very different 
Which it is made; in the second rh^i S Coffln and tl, e materials of 
netherworld are addressed so that ° mkce P crs an d guardians of the 
h ;: Wd - deceased assumes m ^ P™ b v them; .0 

mg I 8 - 1 " ^ is a —ntonC t? 3 ™" 5 ***■• A rather long 
whh the d Wreat1 ’ ° f v ®dicalion” a 3 Dead s P*Us 18-ao regard- 
parts of ^ cor P°ral integri'ty undl^' 0 ’' ° f the limbs " 1135 10 do 
hereafter and * ^ t,UTd ‘ext contain ^ ^ l ° make use of al1 lhe 

aad the fou rth ‘T ** issuin 8 of t0 the deities of the 

m ' ** « based o y , ° r “* Protection . d u 0CUmem of 

0,1 Bo ° k of the P Dea d Ip" ° f the based's name. The 

1 ^/ the spell regarding the 






-■ “-m:ATH, Ng 2J 

nlaa ue placed under the head, as well as speU 7 - h 

The sixth ends with an address to Nut as mother of theT aUered - 
r appearing in the role of Osiris. e deceased, the lat- 

U 4 numg texts with related content, a papyrus in p arm , 
s ee PP- 3M'3*7 of the work by Goyon cited in the b.bhT '° 7 ' 

J itself as a Book of Admission into the Realm of th^n^ repre * 
£ a- U- ^ "her, thc Judgme * £*£££ 
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Of THE m ether world 


General 

In the New Kingdom, parallel to the development of the Coffin Texts 
into the Book of the Dead, a new, almost purely royal literary genre was 
created: in Egyptian, it was designated (Books of) What Is in the Duat 
(the Netherworld). In modern times, these works were at first referred 
to as Guides to the Hereafter, but the name Books of the Netherworld 
(or Underworld) is now generally accepted in English. The German 
equivalent is Unterweltsbticher, and in French, they arc called Livres du 
monde infdriair or the like. These are the first religious books that are not 
ever-changing collections of spells, as the Book of the Dead still was- in¬ 
stead, these have permanent, unchanging content. Additionally their 
pictures are not separate vignettes but rather constitute, along with the 
3 S0l,d , UnJ I y ' Wi,h few -cepfions, these thoroughly 

n^tx e us^tuu 0 :;: on \ by royaity u,,tii ^4» 

Netherworld —the AmH.m a T between the earlier Books of the 
The earlier com^" ^ *** Gates-and the later ones, 
the night, with the barque com- ^ acc0rdln 8 t0 the twelve hours of 
nocturnal form placed in foe CPn / V "’? Ihe Sun 8 od in his ram-headed, 
solar barque is almost entirely ah " ° h ° Ur ln ,he '-iter books, the 
indicated by his red sun disk whn^ mStead ' ,he presence of the god is 

IS a ^ sent - however, from scenes de- 
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pirfng the damned. In the Book of Cavern,. ^ 

ordlng to the hours is replaced by an arrangemem n ' ,ion ac ' 

while the division m the Book of the Earth has ye, U . M,< ,ecl0 ">- 

Formally, compositions such as the Litany „f Rl . andTh 

evenly Cow differ considerably from the Books of ,L N ah "* lhe 
-iiouiar rht>v arc not thnmimki.. m. 1 *' il ther 


H* 


erworld; 


in particular, they are not thoroughly tllustrated The,, " N , e ' hcrW 
fjilar, However, especially that of the UtanyofR^thT' * qU “* 
otherworldly forms of manifestation of the sun god and ih !• rnal - 
^fect in the netherworld. g0d ' and ,he “ ‘"tended 

The nighUy journey of the sun is the focus of all the r,„l 
Netherworld, and consistent with this, i, also furnishes the ordering and 
creative principle for the spaces in the hereafter. This nocturnal rceenera 
lion of the sun demonstrates, by way of example, what powers of ,e- 
nevval are at work on the far side of death. At the same time, the journey 
occurs in the spaces of the human soul, ln which a renewal from the 
depths becomes possible. That it is an odyssey of the soul is emphasized 
by the Egyptians through the indication that the sun god descends into 
the depths as a fa-soul (and thus is ram-headed, since fa is also the word 
for ram); herein lie significant antecedents of modem psychotherapy 
The nocturnal journey leads through an inner region of the cosmos (what 
the German poet Rainer Maria Rilke has referred to as Weltinnenraum) 
that was regarded not only as the netherworld and the depths of the 
earth, but also as water (the primeval water, called Nun), as darkness, 
and as the interior of the sky. Connected to this are the symbolic repre¬ 
sentations, so popular from the Amarna Period on, that attempt to sum¬ 
marize the entire course of the sun in a single, complex picture. 

We will discuss the books here in the chronological order in which 
they were presumably composed. 


The Amduat 

Sources 


K is possible that the oldest fragments of the Amduat, which are from 
tfte tomb of Tuthmosis I, actually belong to the early years of Queen 
Ilatshepsut, for we must reckon with a reburial of the king by his 
daughter. But earlier accounts, according to which a portion of these 
fragments stem from the tomb of Hatshepsut (KV 20), are improba 
lhe y dearly constitute a unity and can scarcely be apportioned to two 
t°mbs. Hartwig Altenmiiller assumes "various stages of a,rr H w 
befor o Tuthmosis I, leading back "perhaps to the Old King on, 
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wi,»n of the* netherworld, with its quantity , 
such n detailed d ^" n|inaginab le for the Old Kingdom and hig^"'"' 
J Morale Kingdom Nevertheless, even at pr ’ '.«• 


Ti t en lor the Middle Kingdom Never...™*., even at pre^-n, 
hkely even for th before the New Kingdom, despite lt„.',"" 

book continues to be dated^ an estimation *“»* 

01 Z earliest*complete copies stem fro... the tomb of Tuthmosis |„ 

,h,t of Useramun, the first of his viziers. Both take into account the text, 
Two notes regarding orientation and attempt to distribute the hour,,, 
the night according to the four cardinal points (see Content m this s*. 
tion) with the beginning of the text in the west and its end in the east, al¬ 
though the relatively small wall surfaces of Useramun's tomb necessi¬ 
tated a modification of the distribution. Amenophis II did not take the 
prescribed orientation into account but rather placed all the hours in a 
purely sequential order, with the short version of the composition (see 
"Content") at its end. Tuthmosis IV left his sarcophagus chamber un¬ 
decorated, whereas Amenophis HI again had the Amduat as the stan¬ 
dard decoration on the walls of his sarcophagus chamber, with the 
hours in sequential order and the abbreviated version at the end. 

After the reign of Akhenaten, when provisions were made for the 
burials of Tutankhamun and Aya, the Amduat was minimally repre¬ 
sented by selections from the first hour; in the tomb of Tutankhamun, 
two additional (incomplete) hours were placed on one of his gilded 
shrines. Haremhab, on the other hand, followed by Harnesses I, com¬ 
pletely abandoned the Amduat and chose the later version of the Book 
of Cates for his sarcophagus chamber. Because the shrines from these 
and the remaining royal tombs are lost to us, it remains uncertain 
whether the Amduat continued to be used on their walls. 

rh W, H ^ AmdUat rcturned to the ^lls of the sarcophagus 

Chamber; the first three hours surround the sarcophagus while the con- 
inuation is scattered throughout thp tnmk r , . 
through Hip rpiem f d ° the to mb. From this time down 
rnrougn the reign of Ramesses III, the fourth and fifth k . u A 
manent dIscp in m,- j . , urm and iitth hours had a per- 

hours varied, and from Me^ahon"^ 6 ^ remainin8 

in the sarcophagus chamber. The twelfth™ g 0 "®" Amd “ at 
Sethos rs tomb, is represented bv i . h ° Ur ' WhlCh 1S ,ackin S m 

Ramesses II, one of them in the shaft ir W ° versions in the tomb of 

out P ara hel. The short version wt. -i *^ Ure ■ w ^ ic h is otherwise with- 
cophagus, had a subsidiary chamh 1 e ^ OS ^ P^ aced around his sar- 
tomb of Ramesses II; it was omitted ^ ° Wn reserved tor it in the 

m Uynastv 21 dld d reappear on papyri^"” 1 * ‘ hat follolwd . and only 

P Pyn. Because the material is lacking. 
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9. Layout of a typical New Kingdom 
royal tomb, as illustrated by a plan of 
the tomb of Sethos l. A, first corridor. 
B, second corridor; C, third corridor; 
D, shaft; E, first pillared hall; F side 
chamber; G-H, lower corridors; I an- 

chamber; J. “ r “P l ' a 8 us 

K/'crypt";L-0. side chambers Pe 

room After E. Homms ™» E - * 
helin, Sethos—ein Pkaraonengr 

1991). p- 44 
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we cannot say to what extent texts from the /y md 
on the gilded shrines or on other portions of th e to ^ f Were R'p r ,,. 
royal tombs of the Ramesside Period; in the case of s e H Urnisllir '^ ^ 
we could assume that the otherwise missing twelfth"^' par R^ 
sented. No New Kingdom papyri contain the Amduat ° Ur Was W 
Down to Ramesses III, all the royal tombs display ext 
from the Amduat. Ramesses IV then took a new directiT^ e * c RR 
himself with a few citations from the short and i 0 ”' C ° nte nti ri S 
Ramesses VI, however, had a relatively complete exem i° n s Vers ionJ 
time since Dynasty 18, in the fourth and fifth corridors^ fifst 
where the hours are once again in sequential order, though • t0nib - 
positions and abbreviations of the contents of the seventh ^ ^ 
eleventh hours, while the twelfth hour is absent. Ramesses nTr*.* 1 * 
himself to the second hour and a part of the third, as well as 
(the corpse of the sun from the sixth hour) in his sarcophaem eh' 1 *' 0 " 
In the latter part ot Dynasty 21, on the analogy of the Pyramid 
democratization of the book ensued; at Thebes, the priests of T*‘‘ 
adopted it for their coffins and papyri, and in Dynasty 22, the hl'h 
luput used it in his cenotaph at Abydos. With very few except! P ? 
papyri from this period contain only the last four hours of thf T ^ 
the short version. Their layout varies considerablwffie ™ 8ta 3nd 
individual hours are sometimes abbrevTt^ and L T °' "* 
enriched by additional pictorial elements and inst H T u® ^ ” eVen 
registers <i.e„ rows of depictions;^ ZZ 2 t ™ th ^ 

arranged into two registers or only a single one Usaee d " Sometlm « 
a few motifs in Dynasty 22 but , 1 ? J ?. Usage decre ased to only 

at first on the walls of tombs of officials (p V d ‘ mensions in Dynasty 26, 
Roda) and then on royal and non™ 1 menophis, fra l?nents from 
ear, y Dnlemaic Period. Thus the 3 o T“ P * ° f and the 

never used because of the kime, flic , h . pha8ll f of Neclta nebo II, which was 
decorated with a selection of s x h™ T ^ PerSMns «" 343 B.C.E, was 

XT" t a ^ Amdu * - ^ case of 

Snd 4 tCL y r ,he T Uth huur " laCkin8 ’ and ta thal 

d0 «n on wooden coffi„ 5a f rC ° Phasi ' P ada of the 

the Coffin f TOm , h from ffie early Pt n | • mduat can be backed 

hours, and some L Shaft of Base (TT ,iT aic Period - Examples are 
d r 10 ‘he rZtp,T “ffin i th ^ tot and eighth 

wh * h ofS ::z e 7 1,1 ^ (BM 66 ^>- ^ is 

" IUre faithfully in ^ and figures- 

e e)( ^nipIar S than in 
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Ramessidfi Period were in anc i f . 

Zufih •**>» guarded by serpents Were added'To"!^ “"Pageable 
of the night on several late sarcophagi. lnd >vidu a l hours 

Research 

rean-FranCois Champollinn mentioned the Amduat «„i • ■ 

,m of * e tomb of Amemphi, III. where ht , ^ ' I his descrip- 

version, in Ihe thirteenth of his letters from Ervb. ^ * $ C " rsive 
and representations from this book in other tombs the', i * COp,ed ,e » ts 
dation for its study. In addition, in ,8 79 Ridol( „ S '“T® 
the first Turin papyrus containing the Amduat PioneeZT iZ 
complete was the translation and analysis by Gaston Mas^ero “in ms 
which served as a toundation for Alfred Wiedemann n j P ° 888 ’ 

E. A. Wallis Budge, and others, a fresh and complete French t 
was eventually prepared by Gil.es Roulin. IntZ gZZ ^ 
published and translated the short version, though he could talZnto 
consideration only a single version from the New Kingdom- tw r 
Selhos I for the tombs of Tuthmosis III and Amenophis n were not d, 
covered until 1898. Eugene Lefebure’s highly imperfect copy irom the 
tomb of Sethos I. published in ,886. served for many years as the basic 
edition 0/ the long version and was employed in the preparation of the 
Worterbuch der dgyptischen Sprache (Dictionary of the Egyptian Lan¬ 
guage). Budge supplied detailed descriptions of individual hours of the 
night in The Gods of the Egyptians (1904) and The Egyptian Heaven and Hell 
(1905), with translations. Paul Bucher published the concluding texts of 
the first three hours in 1931, though in hieroglyphic type and only ac¬ 
cording to the three versions of Tuthmosis III, Amenophis 11, and 
Sethos I; in the following year, he published the tombs of Tuthmosis III 
and Amenophis II in MIFAO 60, with photographs and the texts in hi¬ 
eroglyphic type, thus broadening the textual basis. 

Alexandre Fiankoff's publication of the tomb of Harnesses VI in 1954 
represented a further step, and the English translation he included has 
yet to be superseded. In 1963 appeared Erik Hornung's edition of the 
Jong version (and, in 1967, the short version), with the first translation 
into German; these were replaced by a synoptic edition by the same au¬ 
thor, Texte zum Amduat (1987-1994). Since these editions include only 
versions from the New Kingdom, A. F. Sadek's 1985 publication of pa 
Pyri with copies of the Amduat in the Cairo Museum represents an 
important supplement. With regard to the meaning ol the compositio 
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A. Schweitzer published an interpretation from a psy t f| 0 
of view in 1994- hd *ytic ^ 

Structure and Language 

As an individual Book of the Netherworld, the Amduat b ca 

nal title, namely. Book of the Hidden Chamber; the modern^ 0ri fci- 

Amduat ("that which is in the Duat") stems from the Egyp^ S ' Snati «ri 

all the Books of the Netherworld. Its division into twelve seel nanip * 0 f 

sponds to the twelve hours of the night. Each hour except the f ^ C ° ri ' e ‘ 

heading, written horizontally, that summarily describes • ^ 

events that occur in the hour, along with remarks concerning 

ness and its orientation (see "Content"). Additionally, a brief^ USefu, ‘ 

tion in vertical columns gives the names of the hour, its gatewa^ 1 *' 

its region of the netherworld and serves as a clear division betj^ ^ 

hour and the next. Only the first three hours have lengthy conH 

texts as well. Special insertions such as those that would becon^ 

tomary beginning with the Book of Cates are absent, and the conclu^' 

scene deputing the arms of Shu and the sun is not yet separate 
the twelfth hour. separated from 

The Amduat is the first completely illustrated book; the texts and „• 
eures constitute a unity and the texts make constant reference tn lT 
lustrations. Unfinished portions in the tombs nf H-, l d- 

show that first the scenes were copied ont th “d Zo “ 
companyme texts Tho . U1S anc * their ac- 

in three renters t ? P !f' T°” ^ Captl ° nS are a™"** 

one. This register also tnclud JtheXtra'ui 1 ** ""T’™ 8 in the 
upper register is devoted to general oh! 6m ° h ° Ur ' wMe the 
the lower register treats further motif UH>m£ ™ m the netherworld and 
E-Ptiona, features are offered m t' 717^ '° •»«. 

nuddle register (a barque appears a 7 ,v "u With its dou Wing of the 
fifthT raSOm 0f deities in the other hi of each half) and its 

hours IrelhX" fed® r rHa,ly "T 'T"’ “* 

hours, abbrew “ d,V,duai ca P«ons in eCl ir 1 ' hMcr ,W ° 
enigmatic often 1 Wm “ lgs tha ' in most 1 mgi in the other 

Purred in the tel' ( l™ Pdn) ' lhe normal wriHrll, rT* be designa,ed 

m reverse. Unlik «/ nd ihe representafi g ' Retrograde writing is 
pieied being t„wL C la,er B °ol< of Gates™?' 6 a ' S ° mos,1 >' t0 be read 
° f ,h e barque «f ihe twelle hu ^ ,he SUn >-que is do 

and tweifth. CUre h «e m only four '^ ^ <* -he night, the towing 

m ' the fourt, T fifth, eighth. 
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MoKUW in aw individual hours distribute them 
.. j;,ial directions, running =>i_ '- In 




lOIT * «. ...v -*«uurs distribute tln, m 

ftrttr cardinal direct,ons. running along a rectangfe wn^'" 8 "> the 
,,ch of aw shorl sldes ,1nd four on each nf the l,.„ ' , W ° hours "" 

"bs (hot display at least an attempt to take this into®* Th<; “"'V 
,t Tuthmosis III and Useramun. with the direction^, ,ho « 
only >n a>o sarcophagus chamber of the former, though “n (7" 
ofdeiHes, the hours are ordered sequentially, with the Z ^ 

«ys at the begmntng, as was also done later in the s„n3. rqw aU 
bers of Amenophis I! and Amenophis III. Because nf h P Cham ' 
his burial chamber, Useramun was obliged to m a , narruwnes s of 
tribution, in particular the displacementof ITouLT* ‘V^ 
east to the north wall. In the tomb of Tuthmosis n, the ^ ™ 
night lies precisely in the east, while the entrance to the “ f ,ht 

Chamber corresponds to the sandy road of the Land of SokaT™ 1 * 8 ^ 8 
<" addition to the long, illustrated version, a short (called "abridged” 
bv Maspero and Jequier) vers,on is found in the tombs and on papym.t 
js appended to the book l.ke a concluding chapter and contains no pic- 
tores. Like the long vers,on, it ,s divided into twelve sections It is a sort 
of abstract (setay, "summary”) containing special emphases, m panicu- 
Jar listing important names of the individual hours of the night and 
adding further remarks regarding usefulness. It seems to be divided 
metrically into 300 verses. 

In the tomb of Tuthmosis III, references to the king are constantly in¬ 
serted into the text of the book, a practice entirely given up by 
Amenophis II and Amenophis III. In the tomb of Sethos I, such refer¬ 
ences are inserted only in the concluding texts in the second corridor, 
while in the tombs of Dynasty 20, they occur in just a few places. In the 
tomb of Tuthmosis III, an exceptional instance is the catalogue of deities 
in the upper pillared hall (the antechamber to the sarcophagus cham¬ 
ber); it arranges most of the beings (though none of the enemies) who 
appear in the Amduat in the manner of a list but with their order occa¬ 
sionally modified, while the stars that are inserted in each case indicate 
the desired ascent of the king's fw-soul into the heavens. 


Content 

Tlie detailed opening section of the Amduat stresses knowledge, it 
promises knowledge of netherworldly phenomena nine (which in Egyp- 
,lan stands for "many, many") times, and in the process, it also affords a 
summary of the content of the Amduat. The book describes the journey 
of Ae sun god through the twelve hours of the night, from his setting to 
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nine In between, we are presented with \u , 
his rising in the•n'° r ^ god as well as with descriptions D ( 

Hons and speeche their functions. It is the first relic 1f! 

entities in the ^^'^stently into the dai.y course of ^ 

treatise to mser . d aga j n and again and is often depicted, he Tl , 
Whife Osiris is mentioned * ^ Amduat he does no , speak 

once S Direc^ reference to the deceased king is made only in the si,* 
hour, at the crucial moment when the ha of the sun unites with hi s 

C °The book begins with the entry of the sun god, as a ram-headed f» 
("soul") into the interstitial realm of the first hour of the night, and it 
ends with his rebirth in the morning, after uniting with his corpse in the 
middle of his journey in the sixth hour and overcoming the menacing 
serpent Apophis in the seventh hour. 

With its arrangement into lists of the various important beings in the 
afterlife, the first hour of the night (figure 14) lays the foundation for an 
ordering and unfolding of the Unknown, into which the sun descends in 
the evening. The solar baboons and the goddesses of the hours, along 
with the other deities in the upper and lower registers, personify the gen¬ 
eral rejoicing evoked by the appearance of the sun, in which all the in¬ 
habitants of the afterlife except for the "enemies" participate. In the mid¬ 
dle register, the goddess Maat appears twice directly in front of the solar 
barque; later, she will appear at the beginning of the second hour, stress¬ 
ing that justice and law rule even here in the afterlife. In a second 
barque, the sun god is already present in his morning form of the scarab 
beetle; he is being worshiped by Osiris, who was considered to be his 
noctunuil form. The beginning of the journey thus already alludes to its 

Xr t o hTJ | Pere0nified Stelae - P rovided with human heads, 
is necessary fordm™ ”th P °, Wer of the 8 od ' wl '° communicates all that 
the ~ td r T', f thr0U8h hiS dirertiws - A * the end is 

Great City because of its Uref ° T netherwork t which is called the 

named Swallower of All nu of 1 "habitants. With its gateway 

that has ever existed. S P ° St Umous world contains everything 

The nexl ^0 hours (figures fn 

world, which is depicted first is ^ ^ ^ be 8‘ n the actual nether- 
e watery expanse called VVernes °* abundance dominated by 

ers ot Osi ris in the third. In both h” SeC ° nd hour and b V Wa- 

n,ed by ° ,her ■»- that are solar barque is accompa- 

a g 3 in in the later hours. The 







!°- Am duat, second and third hours, with short version * bove M F ™™ th f Art New York, 
^tography by the Egyptian Expedition. The Metropolitan Museu 
oto courtesy of The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
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11. Amduat, third and fourth hours. From the tomb of Tuthmosis III Photo bv 
U. Schweitzer f 


WUh aSS1Sning Und l ° the blessed d ^d, who carry 
ter ^e?e are m th ° r Wear them “ tlleir hair in the lower regis- 

needs is the theme hw^^e^resenc^ ro^' ^ r ° V * S * 0n for their mater ial 

of times in the lower register of thoTv ° ^ ^ mamfests itself a number 
eludes the hour, R e j s even said t- ^ U>Ur ' 3nd in the text that con ’ 

encounter avenging creatures ^ faCe him directly. VVe also 

harmless. * hand to render all enenues 

ures n : n e d U 7 7 ? le H red ' *"*"* ‘“Escape ends a, th 
is on hi 7 ' Here l,es the desert of r' d 1 the fourth hour (fig- 

canny ’ * desoUte - *>ndy rJun'Z'^' the " Land of Sokar. who 

A 2 'Rzag rou ^,:^ ^ by the legend'*"'' SnakeS Wh0Se U "' 

through the region of th ^ *** and •epeafedlv hi" '? BS ,heir 

'^.owedfor^'^^Fora^^ * d “<^ leads 
^ ** breath ^ - «* "■«•» -eds 
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f's m 
sun 
on 


ctra ble g>"’ m • "\ th l very middle of this datklv m 

£ 0 rus Sok f '°° k af *f the *»» Eye. protecting' TT**"* "on,, 
"bite »* *' eod ™ are afforded •» “"expected and con^jT'?' 8 "• 

0 ( the morning sky. 'ft glimpse 

^e structure of the fifth hour (figure 18) differs somewhat i 
usual, with stress placed on its center by means „n th ' 

isters. The region represented by this hour embodies the W n " k 
eludes all the essential elements of the realm of the dead 
(though it is invisible) the primeval water containing those' wte’h.”’ 8 
drowned. The hillock with two birds, who are Isis and Nephthvs'' 
mourning, is the tumu us over the grave of Osiris, out of which the 
is emerging rejuvenated m the form of a scarab. The "slaughterers" 
the far side of the burial mound, along with the various menacing ser¬ 
pents, are entreated to allow the sun god to proceed in peace so that he 
can get by the narrow pass in the middle of the hour. The four towmen 
of the fourth hour no longer suffice; here, along with the solar beetle 
reaching down from above, seven males and seven females pull the 
towrope. The journey continues through an oval representing the cav¬ 
ern of Sokar, which is nestled between the two heads of the Aker-sphinx 
(figure 12). This might be yet another representation of the entire nether¬ 
world, within which the mysterious nightly union of Osiris (here identi¬ 
fied with Sokar) and the sun god takes place. Deeper still, the Lake of 
Fire is again indicated as a place of punishment. 

Quitting the desert of the Land of Sokar, in the sixth hour (figure 19), 
at the very depths of the netherworld, the sun reaches the water hole 
filled with Nun, the primeval water. Here lies the corpse of the sun: as a 
ba, the god will unite with it. The sun's corpse is depicted twice, simulta¬ 
neously, at the ends of the upper and lower registers. It is not depicted 
as a mummy; rather, it is represented as the solar beetle-thc scarab- 
thus already connected with the god s rejuvenated morning form. The 
corpse is also the image of Osiris, which is embodied by the leonine 
"Buh-with-the-thunderous-voice" in the upper register. As to and cor P^' 
Re and Osiris unite at the deepest point in the nocturnal journey whUe 
the notion of resurrection is underscored by the semi-upright post ^ 
deities in the upper and lower registers. Only here, at t us mo1 ^ 

juncture, are the Kings of Upper and Lower Egypt^mp^ 
with the symbols of their might: their scepters, crow ns^ . Thoth 
are here to be present at the resurrection of the ^ us helping to ig- 
ls seated in front of the barque, healing the Ey* nn j Nun, the 

Hite the new light. The lower register is frame y 
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loras at the primeval 


_ 1 ’ iuiu ui me aeptrts ot the 

earth, rs also mentioned in the texts. 

At about midnight, the sun shines anew, but this self-engendering of 
Ughl also represents a moment of grave danger. This is why we find in 

tZEXZSZSZ;*" -is 

lies on his sand bank in front of the 1 ? ° P ^ ^ ° f a Ser P ent ' he 

the renewed Light to a standstill u Mn * Ue ' tryin g to brin g th e course of 
sorcelled by Isis and Seth, whil^ Q il Lannot succeed in this, for he is en- 
which is dismembered by Ve t 0 M * * CaStS her fetters ar °und his body, 

by thc Moreover ' the * now 

by an avengiit 7™ WlS enem *s, who^a ,8 °, USly ' in the u PP er agister, 
Protective Mehen-^l Wilh a c at's head- c> ^ hound and beaded 
three divine ^ Al the end of tho^' 8 ' t00 ' ,s in the coils of a 
* r P en h while behindhuman! register ' we also see 

'gain observ * the burial*. Sa " d kln k in th * ad ?' alon g W| th Atum on a 

^ ,Pl — h -u m , h c ,r dle re ^-wennce 

rpSe ' P ro *«ted by knives. 
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! j ^ m( juat, seventh hour. From the tomb of Tuthmosis III. Photo by A. Brodbeck. 


In the lower register, the sun god is enthroned as "Horns of the nether¬ 
world," providing for the course of the stars, whose personifications fill 
the remainder of the register. The conclusion depicts a helpful crocodile 
with the head of Osiris; it is assisting in the search for those parts of the 


god's corpse that are drifting in the water. 

The well-ordered format of the eighth hour (figure 21) is striking. The 
upper and lower registers are each divided into five caverns or crypts 
sealed by doors that open at the bidding of the sun god, as has already 
taken place in the representation. Nearly all the beings in these crypts are 
seated on hieroglyphs for cloth, which the caption designates as their 
clothing. The theme of this hour is thus the supplying of clothes, which 
from early times on represented a high priority among the things wis e 
for in the afterlife. The texts also describe how the ba -souls of the go s an 
the dead joyfully respond to the sun god from these crypts, w11 ^ . 
for all the crypts in the netherworld. Though the sound o t s ^ ^ 
intelligible speech to the god, human ears hear it on y as e sp | as hmg 
or other sounds in nature, such as banging on 
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. ^en of sound in the afterlife! In the mj d , 
rh is the distorts vigorously along, here by 'j 

he solar barque • . Personified sherries hieroelv^u ; 


water: suci 

register, the solar J^matton. Personified sterna hieroglyph’ 

|n«les, toward its ultima th e jurisdiction and the "following” of ► 
pear next, deignatmg of Tatenen , which at the end of the Nj... 

(TtKi, as well as the «« the ngure Q f „ four-headed solar ra m . 

Kingdom were condense ^ highlighted in the ninth hour (g 

The crew of the »• ^ (heir ha nds, they are the dominate 

ure at); with »«" where three divine figures concerned wi.J 

theme of the ">«* J of lho dead ar e also depicted Add.tionally, , he 
thematena pn c(jntinue the eighth hour's theme of provid . 

up per and on 8 ^ ^ group with lh eir hieroglyphs for cloth, j, 
a court of law that "fells the enemies of Osiris,” while the 
following group of goddesses care for Osins which inc udes the te¬ 
ll,.* of his enemies. The twelve uraei in the lower register also serve 
deterrent to enemies, and the nine "field-gods" who follow, stalks 
of grain in hand, again assure the provisioning of the deceased. 

In the lower register of the tenth hour ol the night (figure 23) is the 
rectangle of water containing those who have drowned, which fills the 
middle register of the ninth hour in the Book of Gates. Those shown in 
various positions, drifting in the water like Osiris, are saved from decay 
and decomposition by Horns, who leads them to a blessed posthumous 
existence even though they have not been accorded a proper burial. 
Here, the primeval water reveals itself to be a regenerating element, fill¬ 
ing this entire hour of the night, which is designated "(the one) with 
deep water and high banks." Darkness rules here, moreover, and the 
hour is lit by the four goddesses with serpents on their heads who are 
standing behind the watery rectangle. The upper register is devoted to 
the rescue and healing of the Eye, which appears as the solar Eye and 
t e Eye of Horns. Thoth (the seated baboon) is responsible for this, 

hSflThlm headed Sakhmet ' Soddess of healing, who manifests 

con in the serpent) and n ■ e reglster ' t * 1e l"i-souls of Sokar (the fal- 
pearanee in from of the'solar -headed serpent) make an ap- 

bodyguards, who are armed with 8 * 1116 ' al ° ng With the Sun god S 
against his enemies in the darknes Vanous wea P°ns to protect him 
The eleventh hour (figure 2a) k mi , . 

m g sunrise, the sun's emergence f ^ " ldl Preparations for the com- 
|L 8 e fWm ,he «•«» mountain of the sky. 
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^rpcd within which the miracle of th*. 

*«■ B* '-** *"** ***** * already preset in front of IL 
oi serpents las and Nephthvs transport the crow- m 
to the eas-'t— sate of Sais, where tour forms of the 
>u2 »- are gand ir £ Lr -he upper register, the concern is once 
and the birth o< the hours everything depends on not 
i r" , > w * for *e new sunnse At the end of the upper 
the refers of the sun god, four additional goddesses sit 
each hokiing a hand in front of her face; from them 
-, rr . breath that incinerates the enemies who are cast into 
, wr die lower register The serpent “who bums millions,” 

5^*^ z goddesses holding knives, cam- out this Last Judg- 

3-v d"eat to the rising erf the sun. Horus, who is watch- 
s * eSE ' ^ ^ coodenrns the enemies of his father. 

erf sun occurs in the twelfth hour (figure 25). Since it 
M main of the original creation, the primeval gods are pres- 
£22 ^ -^^diesn are represented at the beginning of the lower reg- 
f s£C ^ aice of waits 3 situated inside nVorld-endrder,” the 
^ " Z d in the eleventh hour, and the gravity of the event 

*5“L. hr *e unusually large number of figures, twelve males and 
who are hauling the boat with its ' millions’ of blessed 
j^AHmaeb the bodv of the gigantic serpent The backward direction, 
**f — indicates the necessary reversal of time: according to 
K ZmmZ enter the serpent's tail old and frail, weak- 
** „ __j =mer-e from its mouth as newborn babes. At the end 

-' 62 ^ beede which was already present in the bow of the 

* ““ TL into dte Wretched arms of the god Shu, who will elevate 
^ skv The even, is accompanied by general re- 

** *“ ,MtD * deifies in the upper and lower registers, a re 

“ cn S on the part o -he for t0 whom life is promised 

^I^LTthe realm of the dead. Additionally, the god- 
asvjgr: he must remain u the , Ws one ^ time by means of 

desses m the upper register dm e - po m the lower regis- 

fcMpftting snakes, with the ^ When the sun has left 

ter. >. h ij accompany the sun msai . n m\ide the dead vvnth 

the netherworld, the goddesses will contmu p ^ netherw , orid Ues 

** * J « hl from ^ Uvmg ,0rth “^ r ^ ma l journey is over. Along 
open, but Shu seals it again, and th lhe lower regis- 

with Osms, who is depicted mammiform at die 
ter, aU the deceased sink back into the sleep u 
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15. Amduat second hour Drawing by A. G. Shedid 



















































































Amduat, third hour. Drawing by A. G. Shtdld. 
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17. Amduat, fourth hour Drawing by A. G Shedid 
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18. Amduat. fifth hour. Drawing by A. G. Shedid. 
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19. Amduat, sixth hour Drawing by A. G. Shedid. 












































































































jmm> .1 

































































mm 


THE NEW KINGDOM 


books of 


™ E NE TH tRvvo , Lo 








21. Amduat. eighth hour. Drawing by A. G. Shedid. 
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25. Amduat, twelfth hour. Drawing by A. G. Shedid. 
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26 Spell of the Twelve Cave, After Edouard Naville. Dos Agyptische Todteobuch der XV/». 
XX Dynastic, vol I (Berlin, 1886). plate CLXX 


The Spell of the Twelve Caves 

The illustrated text of The Spell of the Twelve Caves (figure 26) is first 
attested on a papyrus (Cairo CG 24742) from the tomb of Amenophis II. 
Merneptah had a second royal version inserted in the southern chamber 
of the Osireion at Abydos. Since the texts and representation also occur 
in Books of the Dead from Dynasty 18 on, it has been considered spell 
168 of this work since the edition of Naville; Alexandre Piankoff first 
recognized it as a composition in and of itself. With its description of the 
twelve caves (qereret in Egyptian) of the netherworld and their divine in¬ 
habitants, it is related to the Books of the Netherworld, especially the 
older type in which the netherworld is divided into twelve sections rep¬ 
resenting hours. A title for the composition, "spell for allowing Osiris NN 
to enter," is found only on Papyrus BM 10478. The textual tradition reaches 
down to the threshold of the Ptolemaic Period; the tomb of Petosiris has 
a scene from the ninth cavern, and traces are found in the earlv Ptole¬ 
maic Book of 1 lours edited by Raymond O. Faulkner. 

Each cave contains a variable number of groups of deities; thus, the 
eighth has seven and the ninth a maximum of twenty groups. The first 
seven caves are included only in the Osireion, though the inhabitants 
there are represented quite schematically—alternately as three mum- 
mies or three anthropomorphic deities, in each case two male and one 
emae, us, only the eighth through the twelfth caves are portrayed in 
detail, is striking that inimical beings and scenes of punishment are 
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pletely absent. The division into caves does not occur ln some man- 


rlpts, with the groups of deities instead represented sequentially, 

U> \Vhih’ the Osireion depicts the deities of each group in their entirety-, 
remaining versions show only a single male or female representative 
^ relevant number. In the case of Amenophis II, these numer¬ 

als is ' n i"*' s offering lists, are written in a separate strip underneath the 
* 'es whereas on other papyri they are immediately next to them; on 
tme papyri- the numbers are lacking. The number four is predominant, 
the numbers one, two, eight, nine, thirteen, fourteen, and thirty-one 
occur while three seems to be entirely absent. 

Under the strip containing the representations of the deities, their 
nimes, and their number, a register of text contains a notation regarding 
\ich group's offerings on earth, which is comparable to the Book of 
Gates. Inthe Osireion, the king is shown kneeling in front of each group, 
making offerings. Papyrus BM 10478 and later papyri frame the strips of 
depictions in the middle with two registers of texts; the upper one indi¬ 
cates next to the names of the deities, the beneficent deeds they perform 
for the deceased. Additionally, the papyrus in the British Museum 
places the entire composition within a shrine. 

h Thc de i t ies grant various favors to the deceased. For instance. Re 
.rants the ability to see when he rises; free movement in the realm of the 
dead and free passage through the gates of the netherworld; light ,n the 
midst of its darkness; food, drink, and protection of all sorts; and vmdt- 
cation against all enemies. 


he Book of Gates 

Sources 

od as its date of origin. . . sarcophagus chamber, 

jmplete, exemplar of the book was placed n t^a^cophagu ^ ^ ^ 

here until then the Amduat had been cus om ^ ha gus cham- 
loyed this book alone, while Sethos of Gates for h is two great 

er with the Amduat while reserving first ha if of the book on 

illared halls (E and )); though he use t > .j. decorated with the 

te walls of these halls, his alabaster sarcophagus ^ ^ successors 
irliest complete and continuous version. R^ 111 
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al«o employed the book In their upper pjllarrdI haH», Mrcophagu,,.^ 

an , subsidiary room., ..MemepUb decorated -he ngh, w,„ „ 

* '.,, r...lar>h of Setho* 1 at Ab y dm Wl,h 3 com plete Boot 

IfGates complemented by the *** " f Cav.-rns on the left wall l„ h „ 

, 1 b and in Zm of hi. •-«««" d--n th™ K h Kames.es .V. „ dwn . 

inated the walla of the sarcophagus ' hamha-r, Kamesses ' vas lhe f ''at 
kin( - chooae a new solution, the Book of the Earth .though a comply 
Lfk of Gates was included in the upper port,on of h,s tomb 
Harnesses VII was the* last pharaoh to use portions of the book tthe first 
and second hours) in the single corridor of his tomb; under Harnesses IX 
it disappeared from the royal tomb, though the gates guarded by ser¬ 
pents represented at the beginnings of the corridors (as also in the tomb 
of Prince Mentuhirkhopshef. KV 19) are a last echo of the composition. 

The book also appears on royal sarcophagi, though only in selection; 
thus, the sarcophagus of Ramesses III has only the first hour. Tjanefer, a 
priest of Amun under Ramesses III, was allowed to use a selection of 
scenes from the book in his tomb (TT 158). 

Following the end of the New Kingdom, portions of the book were 
used only sporadically, perhaps because it is oriented more thoroughly 
than the Amduat to the person of the king. The Book of the Dead of 
Anhai, which may date to Dynasty 20, and the mythological papyrus of 
Khonsumes of Dynasty 21 contain the concluding representation from 
the book, as does the Dynasty 26 tomb of Mutirdis; other extracts are 
found in the tombs of Petamenophis at Thebes and Horiraa at Saqqara 
from this same period. The first hour and the judgment hall occur often 
on late sarcophagi, and, in one instance (CG 29306), the twenty-first 
scene is depicted. 

Research 

The scene containing foreigners in the tomb of Sethos I and the Judg¬ 
ment of the Dead in that of Ramesses VI aroused the interest of visitors 
at an early date, and they were often copied. Jean-Franqois Champollion 
Pf°'JV f ret description, along with translations from the book, in 
nL 1 u er fr ° m Egypt ' dated Ma y 26 ' relying for the most 
described th^T ^ Ramesses VI ' he supposed that the Book of Gates 

the opposite 6 wall describedPts ^ ' he ^ the B °° k ° f CavemS °" 
highly reliable publaat.on of'l^t ™ 1 Fr ° m 1864 °"' f 

Bunomi and Sharpe served as the b T SarCOpha 8 us of Scth ° 5 1 ^ 

mined the designation I inrr A a baMC teX ‘ edltlon Caston Maspero 
ucsignahon Uvrede Porte rBook Q , Ga(es .. a , ong with Uvr e 
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, nyldttes, “Book of the Pylons '; Eugene Ufebure called it Livre de I f* 

A "Book of the Netherworld") and supplied a brief survey of its con 
nts in an essay in 1888, after Lefebure had already published the first 
^nslation of the text on the alabaster sarcophagus in 1878 and mi 
Budge described and translated the version on the sarcophagus in 1905 
and compared its hours of the night with those in the Amduat; but be¬ 
cause the lid had been destroyed from the sixth hour on. he arrived at a 
false enumeration. The Osircion with its complete version had been dis¬ 
covered in 1902, and in 1908, the earliest, though incomplete, version 
wa!i found in the tomb of Haremhab; the latter was published as early as 
1912. Next, Charles Maystre and Alexandre Piankoff created a broader 
textual basis with their text edition of 1939-1962, which was replaced 
by that of Erik Homung in 1979. Piankoff's complete English translation 
has been available since 1954 and Homung's complete German transla¬ 
tion since 19 7 2 - 

Structure and Language 

An original title is not attested. Although the structure of the book is 
quite similar to that of the Amduat, with twelve nocturnal hours each 
divided into three registers, it differs from it by means of the gates de¬ 
picted at the end of each hour. Another clear difference is in the solar 
barque, where only two other gods, Sia and Heka, are depicted along 
with the sun god as opposed to the numerous crew in the Amduat. 
Here, the cabin of the boat is surrounded in each hour by a protective 
Mehen-serpent, and in each hour, four male figures are depicted like 
hieroglyphs towing the barque; in the sarcophagus chambers of Harem¬ 
hab, Ramesses I, and Sethos I, their clothing and beards clearly mark 
them as human rather than divine beings, and thus as deceased persons. 
Long concluding texts are absent; instead, in the middle and at the end, 
depictions of the Judgment of the Dead and the course of the sun are 
emphasized by their not being divided into registers. The first hour of 
the night occupies a special position, as in the Amduat, and its structure 
differs from that of the other hours. The last three hours also display un¬ 
usual features in that they omit the main figure (Atum or Horus) in the 
lower register and depict only deities and not the blessed dead. The 
gates of these last three hours, as well as the one in front of the hall of 

judgment, also display peculiarities. 

Id no other Book of the Netherworld do the gates of the hereafter ap^ 
pear as visibly and systematically as here. It is most easily compare 
with the gates of Book of the Dead spells 144 an< ^ *45 va 
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of the Ramesside Period considered a substitute" j, 
in nonroyal tombs such as that of Nefertari and oth er 


Texts The twelve gates of the netherworld arc already presupposed in 
the text of the Amduat, though they are not yet represented there. The* 
designation sebekhet corresponds to that employed in BD 145, although 
the latter amount to twenty-one. In BD 144- there arc seven gates, called 
areret. In the Book of Gates, each gate has a guardian in the form of a ser¬ 
pent on its door, as well as two further guardians with menacing names 
and fire-spitting uraei. 

Although more deities and deceased persons are depicted than in 
the Amduat—more than a thousand, in fact—they are more regularly 
combined into groups, and they bear fewer individual names, with the 
result that their number is easier to keep track of. Many of these 
groups are not intended as deities but rather as deceased persons. In 
contrast to the Amduat, notations concerning the use of the Book are 
absent. Instead, there are remarks about offerings, which as a rule are 
located at the end of a scene, though such remarks are lacking in 
scenes depicting enemies and in the final three hours. Of the total of 
one hundred scenes, many fill an entire register, though the last two 
hours contain a number of brief individual scenes. The Middle Egyp- 
tian of the texts displays scarcely any influences from Late Egyptian. In 
his ^Comparative Untersuchungen zu vier Unterweltsbuchern, Winfried 
Barta established that the Book of Gates has an especially rich vocabu¬ 
lary (see the bibliography under "New Kingdom Books of the Nether¬ 
world, General"). 


The judgment hall of Osiris occupies a special, central position. Pro¬ 
vided with texts in cryptographic writing, it is inserted into the fifth 
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Content 

As in the case of the Amduat ' 
nocturnal journey of the sun. fr 
placed just a bit from where 
drowned appear in the ninth he—- 
the blessed dead are more clearly distn 
they are in the Amduat, and the dead sc 
gions in the hours of the night. The spe< 
ident, for he accompanies the sun god tc 
reflecting the course of the sun in his journ 
In most versions, various additions to e t 
directly to the king. 

Upon his entry into the realm of the dead 
greeted not by individual deities but by * he J 
are designated the "gods of the west' and lot 
tain range. As in the Amduat. the hrst hour 
realm preceding the actual netherwori. ^ 

Two stakes, one bearing a ram s ea 
the commanding power of the g > w 
those who dwell in the hereafter a dear dif 

The second hour (figures 27 ana 3 e spoken vfcat and now 

the blessed dead in the upper reg^ste, resdster» who are repn- 

live on Maat, and the damned in the o - ° ' encouBte » the 

manded by Atum. In the middle ' i| rfpr the four Weary 

"gods in the entrance," while in the ov>er r h that here. eve 

are represented along with the enemies, u « 

cardinal points are exhausted and n ® ce rtain central 

The third hour (figures 28 and 321 highhgh ^ register, w 
the nightly journey, such as the mumrrue 
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27. Book of Gates, second hour: Atum and the Weary Ones. From the tomb of Seth™ i 

Photo by A. Brodbeck. 


are awakened from the dead and animated in their shrines, and the am 
bivalent Lake of Fire, from which the blessed dead are provisioned bu 
whose waters are flames for the damned. In the middle register, the sui 
god is towed along in the "barque of the earth," a symbolic condensa 
hon of his entire journey through the depths of the earth. Also symbol* 

“ ' S / 7T? Wi ' h Sparkli, ' s white lin ™ indicated at th 
anct lit ^ '° Wer regi5 ' Cr ' Ap °P hls his first appea, 

eTdst lrZT T - T ,r0,U nf Atum ' <* assisted by Z Er 
ntaas m overcoming this archfiend. 

(figiHIe 3^ tZeZTVl ^ UPPer register of the fourlh ho1 

Uraei; both ar^rW ^ ^ M ^ ** ^ 

In front of the barque in the middh " v ^ ^ ° f ^ *" th<? third h ° U 
niies still in the sleep of death- th C reglSler lle shnnes containing mun 

provisioning. Their renewed life VT f** the,r resurrection an 
of the night The Passing of the ° CCUp " i! ' dn entire ho1 

with its manv-coiled imw... ' a, d °ut in the following seen 

S * rpeW re P re sentmg bme and its twelve goddess. 
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28. Book of Gates, beginning of the third hour. From the tomb of Ra 

A. Brodbeck 
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embodying the hours. In .he lower register .he enehnned Osiris 
rounded protectively on aU sides by the gods of ; hi. > entourage A , 
loyal son. Horns cares for his deceased ^ win e the enemi« * 
cod are being punished in the fiery pits at be end of the register 
The contents of the fifth hour of the mghl (figure 34 ) are rather co*. 
p,ex Here, the deceased are allotted space <m the form of fields; ther e fo r , 
the gods are depicted with a surveying cord .n the upper register) and 
time (the gods carrying the body of a serpent and the hieroglyphs mea* 
ing "lifetime" in the lower register). So that this can occur unhindered 
the archfiend Apophis, the "Retreater" in front of the harque, must once 
again be fettered and held fast Behind him, we see the hn-souis of t he 
blessed dead, and at the beginning of the lower register appear the f 0llr 
"races" of humankind — Egyptians, Asiatics, Nubians, and Libyans— 
each represented by four individuals; existence in the hereafter is assured 
to all of them, and they are placed in the care of Horus and Sakhmet. Just 
as in the Great Hymn of Akhenaten the Aten is said to care even for for¬ 
eign peoples, so here they are sheltered in the realm of the dead. 

The portrayal of the judgment hall is emphasized by its insertion as a 
special scene (figure 29) immediately before the sixth hour; it is the only 
depiction of the Judgment of the Dead in the Books of the Netherworld, 
and it is also distinguished by the use of cryptographic writing. As judge, 
Osiris sits enthroned on a stepped dais while the personified scale in front 
of him, unlike that in the Book of the Dead, displays empty pans. An En- 
nead of blessed, justified dead stand on the steps, and the enemies lying 
invisibly under their feet are consigned to the Place of Annihilation. Yet 


another inimical power is being driven off, this time in the form of a pig. 

The Judgment of the Dead here is thus the prelude to the union of the 
ba and the corpse of the sun god (like those of all the blessed deceased) 
in the sixth hour of the night (figure 35)* which lies at the deepest point 
in the journey. As in the Amduat, the corpse of the sun is in the middle 
register, though here it remains invisible; immediately in front of the 
barque and its towmen, it is being carried by gods whose arms are 
equally invisible, hidden because of their contact with the corpse. In the 
register below, mummies of deceased persons are lying on a long, 
serpent-shaped bed in order to participate in the union with the ba and 
the resurrection effected by it. So that this critical event is not interfered 
r f Apophis most be kept at a distance/ a feat being ae- 

complied by the gods holding forked poles in the upper register; from 
he serpent s body rise the heads of people Apophis has swallowed and 

tih f,. ® *° SCI free a 8 aln In 'he immediate vicinity is a represen- 

tahon of tune as a twisted double rope that is being unwound from the 
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29 Bo( ^ of G at es, judgment hall of Osiris. From the tomb of Haremhab Photo by F. Teich- 


pharynx of the god Aqen. The lower register ends with a depiction of 
the Lake of Fire, which this time is circular and inhabited by a cobra that 

serves as an effective deterrent to all enemies. 

As in the Amduat, the central theme of the seventh hour (figure 36) is 
the elimination of any and all inimical powers, so that the sun’s renewal 
will not be endangered. In front of the solar barque in the middle regis¬ 
ter appear the jackal-headed "stakes of Ceb," with two enem.es ot the 
god bound to each of them; punishing demons with ominous names see 
to their torment, to which Re consents. In sharp contrast to this.scene, 
the upper register depicts two groups of blessed dead, one with baskets 
filled with grain as a sign of their material provisioning and the other 
with the feather of Maat as a symbol ol their vindication in t e Juvg 
ment of the Dead. They all have "existence until its end shelteredm 
Maat, while the condemned belong to the Place of Anm a 10 "' 
caption, Osiris welcomes his new followers. In the lower register 
or deceased people busy themselves with huge' ““^rvesting 

for their assured provisions, or are provided vv _ w in abun- 

them; under the rays of the revived sun, even grain can 

dance here. 
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the middle register is the rectangle of water containing tne drowned, a 
scene borrowed from the Amduat, where it is depicted in the lower r eg . 



scene 


ister of the tenth hour. Here, four groups of dead persons drift in various 
positions in the primeval waters of Nun, profiting from its regenerative 
capacities; for them, the water means refreshment. Their noses are t 0 
breathe the air, and their hi-souls will not be destroyed, with the result 
that they will share in the continued existence of the blessed. Re himself 
is here the “one who is in Nun," and in the scene that concludes the 
book, he will be raised up out of Nun. The aforementioned ha-souls ap¬ 
pear in the upper register, and next to them is a group of persons who 
give them bread and vegetables. By way of contrast, the lower register is 
reserved for punishment. The Fiery One, a giant serpent with the Chil¬ 
dren of Horus standing in his coils, spews his fiery breath at twelve ene¬ 
mies who are bound in three different ways. In his reprimand, Horus 
condemns these enemies for the atrocities they have committed against 
his father, Osiris, and he summons the Fiery One to set them ablaze. 

In the tenth hour (figure 39), the entire middle register is filled with the 
battle against Apophis. The fourteen deities holding nets are especially 
striking. In their nets, which they hold above them, magical power is 
contained as though in a force field, and it renders Apophis defenseless. 
The Old One (perhaps the earth god, Geb) ties fetters around his body. 
The upper and lower registers display special forms of manifestation of 
the sun god. Above, he appears as a griffin, followed by two highly com¬ 
plex serpent entities who participate in the punishment of Annnhis and 
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, n1 the depths. In the middle register, the face of Re « mitlr . 

/, M ique, so that the dead can gaze upon the countenance JZ 
The reversed direction ot the barque is striking; could this be an .£££ 

. the reversal of time, as in the twelfth hour of the Amduat (see pace 41 p 
The god is preceded by stars that herald his reappearance. In the lower 
agister, the oarsmen of the god make their appearance, together with 
tlK goddesses of the hours; time and energy (rowing) collaborate to pro¬ 
pel the barque up into the eastern horizon. Several deities are already 
performing the function of announcing the god in the horizon; their cry 
is a presentiment of the din that will accompany the rising of the sun (as 
3t the beginning of Goethe's Faust, part II; "What an uproar the light 

brings! )■ 

The sun god arrives at the twelfth and last hour of the night (fig¬ 
ure 41)- in w ^ich the miracle of his rebirth will occur, through the gate 
"with the mysterious entrance." The mystery of sunrise, into which the 
dead are here inducted, unfolds Lit several individual scenes, beginning 
in the upper register with gods who "carry the blazing light/' which is 
represented concretely by the sun disks in their hands. Stars again pre- 
agure the appearance of the sun, while goddesses seated atop serpents 
surround the solar child. Even here, his barque remains unchanged. In 
front of it lies Apophis, already in fetters; the fiend is unable to impede 
the sunrise, and he is held in check by gods wielding knives and shep¬ 
herds crooks. Behind him, four baboons announce the sun god in the 
eastern horizon, their hands in a gesture of jubilation. The lower register 
u concerned with crowns as symbols of power that are tobe worn whhe 
leaving the netherworld, as well as with the upbringing of the already 
newborn sun by his "nurses" and with mourning for Osins, who w lo 
remain behind in the netherworld. In the term of uraei Isis and Neph- 
thys guard the final gate of the netherworld, through which the sun go 

will make his entrance onto the horizon. division 

The concluding representation that follows lacks the usual dw^on 

into registers. Here, the entire course of the sun '^oTinl^umerable il- 
gle picture, as was the case after the ^ den in it5 depths, the 

lustrations accompanying solar ^ y . . eval wate rs, which are 

god Nun raises the solar barque ou t P . ^ f orm of a soaring 

indicated by wavy lines. In the barque, the *un, beetle pushes 

scarab beetle, is embraced by Isis and Nephthys, w hde t ^ ^ Re Her 
the sun disk toward the sky goddess Nut, w 0 . ^ve sun's course, 

upside-down position designates ^ Redirection from ^ course 

which will now once again run in the opp 
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. i j upre embodied by Osiris, who surrounn 

through the nethe [^’ r iir ; t , d body. All three of the interior spaces ^ 
netherworld with complex representation: the pr.r, ^ 

cosmos . re .hu S con. ! in ! d.n h» ; P ^ of |he *'> 


ccmosam .hu^numcu ^ , he depths of the , 

waters, the S am) below, arms are stretched toward , h 

"L hold it and move it throu B h these cosmic sp ac «, ^ 



Book of Gates, first hour. Drawing by A. G. Shedid 
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31. Book of Gates, second hour. Drawing by A. G. Shedid. 








































































32, Book of Gates, third hour. Drawing by A. G Shedid 
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37. Book of Gates, eighth hour 


















































































74 


THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN 


BOOKS OF THE AFTERLIFE 






38. Book of Gates, ninth hour. Drawing by A. G. Shedid. 
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41. Book of Gates, twelfth hour. Drawing by A. G Shedid. 


The Enigmatic Booh of the Netherworld ^ 

The second gilded shrine of Tutankhamun, counting from 
displays two sections from a book that has no paral e * ^ depicted 

dearly analogous to the two scenes from the hege are complete 

on the king's third shrine. It remains unclear w e u ^^ ^ /vmduat 
hours of the night, given that Tutankhamun s hour ' 
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, inn t he book is designated as an " Amduat/' the 
are incomplete. In a capi - hefe as t he designation of the genre. Like 
term serving for the lirsl turn rcgjster8 , though the solar barq Ueis 

the Amduat, it is divided m j ^ presence 0 f the sun god is ln . 

absent, and, as in the Boo o * ram-headed b«-birds in the su n 

dicatcd by sun disks in section B and l > 

disks in section A ith a title, and the modem designation 

The book is not provu et ogra ph) rests on the fact that in both 

(Winfried Barta uses the «. ^ ^ enigmatic writing, with no trans¬ 

sections, all the texts an ™ The norma lly written portions of text 
lations into normal ierog > §tem from the Book of the Dead, 

scattered throughou a ^ the Netherworld and the Book of the 

Such a comhinahim of,a ^ ^ Dynasty 2n were elements from 

Dead ts unique occasionally combined, and il re- 

,he Amduat and the here are ... fact integral parts of the 

mains oncer,a^he^ert^speUs ^ ^ ^ two boundaty 

co m posit.. • J h , her suction, for the boundary posts are 

of the Book o, Gates, in the firs, hour Add,- 
tionally, light P lavs a role in section B, whereas darkness and the Place 
of Annihilation dominate section A. It remains an open question whether 
the book had any sections beyond these two. Section B is dominated by 
rays of light that emanate from disks, stars, or serpents and flow through 
all the entities, while section A displays only two laige disks containing 
ram-WiPd bos Piankoff explains this as the "refilling" of the sun disk 


during the night. Section A is divided at its midpoint by the figure of a 
huge god that spans the entire height of the three registers; John C. Darnell 
sees in this a union of Re and Osiris. After the initial representation, with 
its two posts (the ram-headed "head of Re" and the jackal-headed "neck of 
Re") and the solar ba in its disk, the first two scenes in the upper and lower 
register each display eight deities; the upper ones are in the "caverns of the 
Duat (?)" and in darkness, while those below are located in the Place of 
Annihilation, though their bo-souls are able to accompany the sun god. The 
head and the feet ol the huge divine figure are each surrounded by an 
ouroboros-serpen t, which in each case is called Mehen; this is the earliest 
known representation of the ourobows, and the entire figure, with its cap* 
tions, refers to the genesis and the end of time. The motif of the solar bn in 


its disk, which this time is tied to a towrope, is repeated on his body. 

The second half of section A contains three scenes, arranged verti 
cally. In tht middle register, seven figures with their arms raised in • 
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0 f praise turn to the solar ba and receive the , 

^ StUre t hem, wrned 111 lhc ° pposite direction, are seven* °i his 

'“""(fins who bt ' h ° ld ,he rays ° f ,h< “ Sun and '"'low the *: ddCS r 
"*!' ...souls, while their bodies remain in place. The , " Bodw "h 

**1 is flanked by two guardian figures, again refers to the nT'”' 

f Illation, which Re lights up "with his voice," allowing its 

■an'* <° brea,h<! ' A ^ f aafKM “ «« scy eral limes around 
" sarcophagi conta.nmg the corpses of Osiris and Re; Darnell reads 

* large oval containmg hands as "coffer" (i.e„ of Osiris, with the ram 

nee again referring to Re). 

° Section B (figure 43) has three registers, each with three scenes; the 
presence of Re is indicated by means of sun disks belonging to each 
Icene and, in part, even to each figure. The disks are for the most part 
connected to the figures by rays of light, a pictorial reference to state¬ 
ments in the text that the light of Re enters their bodies The upper and 
the lower registers each begin with a spitting cobra. Each of the six gods 
in the first scene of the upper register has a ha-bird in front of him and 
receives light from a star (though the first one receives it directly from 
the cobra); according to the caption, it is the light of Re, which enters 
them The second scene in the upper register begins with a cat. The 
seven figures who follow have no heads; instead, each has a face de¬ 
picted frontally before him, in each case inserted between a star and a 
sun disk with rays. Above them, light pours directly into their bodies 
from other sun disks with legs. This is evidently a matter of the separa¬ 
tion and rejoining of the head and the body. Each of the six gods of the 
final scene stands on a Me/icn-serpent, which helps with his regenera¬ 
tion, and receives life-giving light from a disk in front of him. 

The middle register of section B begins with a mummy that has 
turned itself over and now extends a hand to the ram-headed solar ba, 
which the caption also mentions; from the mummy's feet rears a serpent 
flooded by light. There follow four lion-headed beings whose arms are 
hidden, perhaps because they are carrying the corpse of the sun, 
the sixth hour of the Book of Gates. The next scene is near y 1 
though there are now six lion-headed beings, in each sc ^ ne ' ® rpt)re - 
sun disk atop a pair of legs enters the mouths of all the erng 

In the fust scene of the lower register, the cobra at ,hd j^^again 
ight that in each instance is received by a lion s hea a acc ording to 
\V a cobra next to it; it pours over six Osiris figures w u, 
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the caption, are "clothed" (Darnell's reading) with light by R e wh 
ixr-souls follow them. That they are also granted breath is shown 
sail hieroglyphs—signifying wind or breath in front of then^T^ 
middle scene begins with a lion; like the cat in the upper regjst er ' 
rising up out of the earth, in which a serpent is hidden. The nev/ 
mummifomi figures are ram-headed, and in normal writing, the cap, 4 
names the deceased king as the object of their regard The last scene 
sists of six goddesses, each of whom receives light from a disk and \^' 
pour from her hands onto the head of the serpent named Evil of F- I( * 
their names designate them as punishing beings, though they also can 
the sun. depicted as a star and a disk, in their wombs. Throughout thi! 
section, the intensity of the role played by light in the realm of the dead 
is striking; ideas from King Akhcnaten’s religion of light seem t 0 be still 
at work here. 

At the end of the section, the sun disk with its ram-headed ba appears 
once again, now doubled. It is embedded in a symbolic summary of the 
daily course of the sun, wherein it is kept in constant motion by four 
pairs of arms. Serpents and the heads of four negau-cattle, along with 
goddesses making the gesture of praise, an Osiris figure, and an ' arm of 
Re," positioned antithetically, complete the scene. 1 recognize it as aeon- 
eluding scene, though Darnell prefers to see it as a beginning, because a 
similar representation appears on the ceiling of corridor G in the tomb ol 
Kamesses VI. 









-m um ilium-mum iMillll I'llilll lllll'.ll~n»''■ 


rr»i umin 




3&oy|f£ 


.« , es chope/les de Tout^Ankh- 

^ Enigmatic Book of the Afterlife, section A. Aftei A. 

Aroon (Cairo, 1951-1952), plate II. 





































































































































































43. Enigmatic Book of the Netherworld, section B After A. Piankoff, Les chapelfes de Tout- 
Ankfr-Amon (Cairo, 1951-1952), plate IV. 
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^ booh O t eaoerns 

Sources 

ne earliest, nearly complete version of The Book of Caverns-^ Upper 
dster is now partially destroyed-appeared in the Osireion (the ceno 
h ofSethos I) at Abydos under Merneptah; it occupies the left wall „f 
‘he entrance corridor, directly opposite the Book of Gates. It did not 
ke an appearance in the Valley of the Kings in the reigns that fol- 
‘ ed> though it could have been on the gilded shrines around the sar- 
hagi, which are now lost to us. In the tombs of Merneptah, Twosre, 
and Ramesses III, a variant of the concluding representation assumed a 
dominant position in the decoration of the sarcophagus chamber, on the 
per part of the narrow right wall. The representations from the first 
and second sections were first employed by Ramesses IV in his third 
corridor in place of the former Amduat, as was a portion of the text of 
the first section, which was also repeated twice in the room behind his 
sarcophagus chamber An almost complete exemplar appears in the 
tomb of Ramesses VI, once again displayed in its entirety opposite the 
Book of Gates in the front half of the tomb; space limitations necessi¬ 
tated using the sides of some pillars in the upper pillared hall as well. 
The tomb of Ramesses VII displays the same arrangement on the right 
wall, but only in the first corridor, with a small excerpt from the first sec¬ 
tion. Finally, Ramesses IX executed selections from the first four sections 
on the right wall of his first and second corridors, complemented by 
portions of the two remaining sections in the sarcophagus chamber. 

The first section, parts of the fourth section, and the concluding repre¬ 
sentation are included on the papyrus of Nedjmet from D>™sty 21 . 
From the Late Period, the version in the tomb of Petamenop us is impor^ 
tant and in fact indispensable, for several portions of the text 
served only there. Fragments of a further Late Period version contmmng 
the first two sections stem from the Milometer of Roda. Jhe b 
used only seldom on late sarcophagi, for examp e, 9 ^ 

Saqqara), where the first two sechons are combined wtth .he Amduat 

and the Litany of Re. 

Research in t he 

lean-Fram;ois Champollion provided a description o ^ fifteenth let* 
l °nib of Ramesses VI, along with some translations, ^ mry that fol- 
from Egypt. The book attracted little interest n ^ version in 
Wed; eventually, the discovery of a second com 
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Adnaan de Buck, in 33 dravvn together from several vcJ"* 1 

produce an edition of ^ ^ ^ supplied 

along with a trail (he tomb of Ramesses VI. The first Ge^ h 

sss: *» H -r b : p p« 1972 A synoptic ^ 
the text of the book has yet to be published. 

Structure 

An original tide for the book is absent There is no division into ,he ^ 
2k !t the night hours. An attempt is made to follow the principle of * 
vision into three registers, but space limitations often compel a stagger^ 
of the registers, and in all the versions, the first two sections have five reg. 
isters. Problems also ensue from the transposition of the book to the right- 
hand wall in the tombs of Ramesses VI and Ramesses IX, for the original 
was evidently designed for a left-hand wall. Two large representations of 
the ram-headed sun god divide the book into two halves, each compris¬ 
ing three sections, making a total of six; the text of the book also alludes to 
these two halves. In the first and second sections, the text portions are sep¬ 
arated from the representations, with the text placed second (the order is 
reversed only in the case of Ramesses VII); in each case the text presents a 
long monologue of the sun god in which he invokes the individual beings 
or groups of deities in the representation. Sections three to six again com¬ 
bine representations and captions, and the descriptive formula ("they arc 
like this ...") of the earlier books also appears. In the second half of the 
book, several litanies precede each of the sections; section five, with its 
thirteen litanies, is especially comprehensive in this regard. 

As in the Book of Gates, the Book of Caverns includes, aside from the 
final representation, further pictures that interrupt the normal division 
into registers; these are the representations of Nut and Osiris in section 
five, with the figure of Nut alluding to the theme of the Books of the 

journey of the sun through the body of the sky 
go ess The concluding representation contains the only indication 
of the solar barque, which is otherwise not found; instead, the individ- 

whichThTr| 3Ve If 1 ” dlSk ' th ° Ugh il is om ihed from all those scenes m 

r 0 arsr are depicted ' and * i 

damned and their punishment Th 7" re6lS ‘ er iS reserV 7 7de- 
rives from thp n modern designation of the book 

Fives from the fact that the netherworld is here divided into "caves" or. 
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r -caverns" (prerel m Egyprian), as m the righth hour of , he 

**'" AI „dual. The beings who are represented in these caverns tend, 
i» ,he .^ed in ovals that serve, on a superficial level, as a leitmotif of 
1*^ These are sarcophagi enclosing the corpses of g„d s and g 0( j. 

^ eSS<?S p SS es VI enriched the text with about two hundred brief addi- 

R Tremarks referring to the king, 
tion al 

Content 

theme is once again the nightly journey of the sun god through the 
vorld. Osiris is more prominent here than in the compositions 
ne ssed thus far, but the distinction between him and Re remains un- 
^ SCU and both are in fact viewed as aspects of a single deity. The prinei- 
^Tmotif is Re s encounter vv ‘ t ^ the corpse of Osiris in its “coffer," as 
P • j oU t primarily in section three, after which the regeneration of the 
3 a - mmences in section four. In contrast to the Amduat and the Book 
^fGates the motif of the battle with Apophis fades into the background. 

° At the beginning of the composition (figure 47), two vertical strips 
contain the solar disk and the ram-headed sun god. "Re who is in the 
skv" is entering into the primeval darkness with the avowed intention 
of caring for Osiris and sending his enemies to the slaughter. In what 
follows, the pictorial segment of section one is divided into five regis¬ 
ters while the separate text portion consists of a monologue of Re di¬ 
rected to the various groups of entities. Three serpents in the first cavern 
of the Duat guard the entrance to this realm. In the third register, Re 
turns directly to Osiris and extends his hand to him. Osiris is repre¬ 
sented in a shrine that is surrounded protectively by a serpent; thosem 
his following are also protected by serpents inside their sarcop agi. e 
bottom register is reserved for the enemies of Osiris, some of them a - 
ready beheaded, who are guarded by another three serpents, eir pu 
ishment takes place in the depths of the Place of Annih ation, 

condemns these enemies to nonexistence. several 

In section two (figure 48), Re must once again pass 

guardian serpents whose function is to restrict access, a regis- 

reaches the gods and goddesses in their sarcophagi. In t ie con _ 

ter he encounters forms of Osiris; in the third, the co er -headed 
taming his corpse (figure 44) and, next to it, the ianv an * The four th 
P°sts of the sun god already familiar from the Book o ’ ^ re gister we 
re gister contains still more forms of Osiris, and in the 0 ^ 







44 Book of Caverns, second section with “coffer" of Osiris. From the tomb of 
Ramesses IV Photo by A Brodbeck. 


once again encounter bound and decapitated enemies, some of them 
upside-down with their hearts torn out. Re condemns them to nonexis¬ 
tence, dispatching them to the Place of Annihilation, where knife- 
wielding guards carry out their punishment. Finally, Re tells Osiris that 
he intends to enter the "cavern where Aker is." 

He does this in section three (figure 49), in the center of which the 
ithyphallic corpse of Osiris lies underneath the earth god Aker. The 
upper register begins with a representation of the deceased king as 
Osins in his sarcophagus, guarded by two serpents. Following this are 
figures with the heads of catfish, who are elsewhere encountered as as¬ 
sistants of Aker and representatives of the dark depths of the earth and 
of water. Re once again encounters his own forms of manifestation. 
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Kich are i" sarcophagi. The end of the register is filled with divine sar 
^ n "in the cavern of Osiris-Khenhunentiu" R e hinvjpif t • 
-C'^s,er as the Hides, One. leaning on a staff. 
nllcK of Osiris, the "lords of the Dual, and addresses them. Next is the 
*****, sce ne with the earth god Aker as a double sphinx surrounded bv 
Certf es of the Ennead. Near the end of the register, the corpse of Osiris 
a jn appears in its sarcophagus, along with the ram’s head and 
01106 ' 0 f Re in sarcophagi, all surrounded by an owrokiros and evi- 
tlie ? stressing the unity of Re and Osiris; Osiris is depicted again, atop 
<* en y . as "the one who has become two." The lower register again 
3 ser ^ e nemies, all of them upside-down and some already decapi- 
P 1 * rj.j ie ft rS t two groups plead for mercy, and for the first time, female 
• s are depicted. All the enemies are in the primeval darkness and 
Tulare of Annihilation, and at the end of the register, even their 1 vt- 
1 are upside-down so as to be punished, in the midst of the enemies 
S0 “ S . a he jthyphallic corpse of Osiris; even he is in the primeval dark- 
- though he has the sun disk above him and is surrounded by a pro- 

'^The second half of the Dual begins with section tour (figure 50), 
whose beginning is somewhat altered from that of section one; between 
IhlTsolar disk and the ram-headed sun god is inserted an erect serpem 
nvsdGreat One on His Belly. The introductory text consists of three 

litanies in which general rejoicing once to 

■How beautiful is Re, when he penetrates the d«kn» 

Osiris and his following with a senes “ Osiris ,o piate his 

the upper register, Isis and Nephthyi•^ ^ twQ » sons ” Anubis 

resurrection; in the next scene, he . West, with 

and Horus, while in the third he appears £ddle 

Horus-Mekhentiemrty, the mongoose, a. three forms of 

the ram-headed sun god, leaning on a s a Anubis appear yet 

Osiris. In the two scenes that follow, oruS 3 ' ^ ^ on t 0 f the doubled 
again, standing in a pose symbolic of P rc ^ c ^ espeC tively-The lower 
corpse of Osiris, and in front of Osiris an 1 ’ on their heads, 

register presents the enemies as bound aiu t‘ ar the "annihi- 

which this time have not been cut off; between t. r^ forme d one, 

lators in the Place of Annihilation, vvith w a s a punishing 

tr °rn whose clutches there is no escape is they neither 

demon in the first scene. It is stated of the ene ^.gouls- 
nur hear Re, and that they have been robbec o 
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Section five (figure 5 i> U *? nies ‘ hat n*nt» 0n 

inter alia, the rejuvenation of the sun \ a ^ nei ^ e 8 of the de p ^‘ 
of the earth. The pictorial section opens - ,th a large figure of Nut, u* 
goddess of the sky, who lifts the ram-headed sun god and the ^ 
disk on her upraised palms, bhe is lurne ow ar e t re? regi stefs 
and is framed bv motifs of the course of the sun those behind h* 
climbing up and those in front of her going down while arms stretched 
high receive the solar child. Two human-headed serpents rear up 0n 
either side of the goddess, who is designated Mystenous One and "she 
with the mysterious form." The upper register begins with Osins, 
whose hands are stretched out to Re, and four human-headed ser¬ 
pents In the second scene, Tatenen is propped up by the corpse of 
A turn and the corpse of Khepri. Two sarcophagi then follow, one of 
them containing two forms of manifestation of Re as a child. The four 
falcon-headed mummies at the beginning of the middle register are 
forms of Horus, followed by Anubis as a guardian and a coffin con¬ 
taining the scepter of A turn, "w'hich created the netherworld and 
brought forth the realm of the dead" and thus embodies the creative 
power of the sun god. The register ends with four anonymous god¬ 
desses in sarcophagi. The lower register again deals with punishment, 
which is meted out by the female slaughterer carrying two stakes in 
her hands; two bound prisoners kneel next to her. Next come two 
scenes in which enemies are being punished in large cauldrons. The 
first contains their heads and hearts, and the second the decapitated, 
bound, upside-down enemies themselves. The "arms of the Place of 
Annihilation" lift the cauldrons up out of the depths while uraei fan 
the flames beneath them. 

Behind all this, another large-scale figure interrupts the course of the 
registers. It is Osiris, depicted as ithyphallic, together with his ba, the 
bird atop his head; in front of him looms a protective serpent (figure 45) 
In the continuation of the three registers behind him, the oval containing 


the four "flesh" hieroglyphs again refers to the corpse of Osiris, which is 
cared for by the light and the voice of Re, and which is at the same time 
addressed as his own body and his "decay-" Below, the goddess Tayt 
greets the sun god and Osiris; next to this, the head of Re appears in 
ram s form. In the lower register is another cauldron, which contains th<? 
flesh, the to-souls, and the shadows of the enemies of Re and Osiris and 
is heated by two goddesses; we are once more in the Place of Annihila¬ 
tion, whose arms hold the cauldron. 
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« Book of Caverns, fifth section: figure of Osiris and cauldron in which the damned are 
burned. From the tomb of Harnesses IV. Photo by A. Brodbeck. 


The long text between sections five and six consists of 
that again refer to the representations in section ivi a 
dresses the entities appearing there, even his " e ^echon of 
goa, o, the sun god is to gaze on his corp-ond effect th^ ^ ^ 

Osiiis-lmenrcnef, "he whose name is , . • . f or corpses 

upper register of section six (figure 5 2 > d ^ plC ? ^ ate( j by Anubis, who 
in their sarcophagi. The next scene is a so c ^ falcon's head, in his 
tends to the sun god, represented as a ram an a ^ scea6i two 
sarcophagus, along with two further sarcop ^ a ran1 , a scarab, 

goddesses watch over forms of the sun god. t s _ Orion bends over a 

and "he of the netherworld.' In the last scent, followed by a 

m °und containing a fettered and decapitated emn 
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praying before a falcon Here, Cte.™.a protecting hi, H 

L the ttun god as well. A. the beginning of the midrfw 
scarab beetle pushes the sun disk in front of ,t out F r „ ni , 

two mysterious caverns of the West, which contain Osiris and V 
they arc greeted by four standing gods. The text speaks of , he re ^ 
the god, which is also heralded by the figure of the beetle. Ev en h h ',| 
last threat must be overcome, represented ,n the. next scene as th 
serpent encircling the solar beetle; the two old and great gods 
Dual," shown in the two ovals, see to it that the serpent is p| aced 
a spell and cut into pieces. By way of contrast, the serpent insi de 
mound in the third scene seems to be a regenerating one, for 
from the mound in the form of a ram's head and tarries on the mound , r 
Tatenen, which contains the tomb of this god of the depths of th e earth 
In the fourth scene. Re encounters two sarcophagi containing fal Ct>] , 
headed gods, and in the fifth scene, he meets gods with incomplete bod 
ies; they are without their heads, which will be restored to them by th e 
creative word of the god. The lower register again consists of scenes 0 f 
punishment in the Place of Annihilation. In the first scene, goddesses 
armed with knives "take care of" four supine beheaded figures whose 
heads are set in front of their feet along with the hearts that have been 
torn from their bodies; according to the caption, their has and shadows 
are also punished. The second scene contains four bound female ene¬ 
mies guarded by two goddesses with jackals' heads; Re has condemned 
these enemies "to the Place of Annihilation, from which there is no es¬ 
cape." In the third scene, a god and a goddess guard four kneeling 
bound enemies whose heads have been cut off. In the last scene, ene- 
mies plunge headfirst into the depths, while Osiris, surrounded by the 

great serpent, arises from these depths, which are again the Place of An- 
nihilation. 

condu ^8^representation follows (figures 46 and 52). It depicts the 
each of the* !> Mn, 0 r i W * d< * emerges, with a god bent protectively over 
towed ou^f I^ C r Cn SOdS re '° iCe either ■**- solar barque is 

ble, but the to thetcar^ b^t^ ^ “ ' S not yet entirely V,isi ' 

the sun can be seen In frantof^ ““ ram ' headed mornin S form “ f 
and the sun as a child also appear I T' * ramheadcd scarab ^ 
Wangles composed half of Hack H 1 8 a hUgP sun disk are ‘ 

schematically summarbintr iu L arkness and half of blue water, thus 

end of his journey. Re enters th thr0U8h the netherworld. At the 

tug light for the world of the livin eastern mou ntain, once again provkl- 

* 6 ' 







46 Book of Caverns, concluding representation. From the tomb of Merneptah. Photo by 

A. Brodbeck. 
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48. Book of Caverns, second section Drawing by A. G. Shedid. 














































































Book of Caverns, third section. Drawing by A. G. Shedid. 
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51. Book of Caverns, fifth section. Drawing by A. G. Shedid. 
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52. Book of Caverns, sixth section and concluding representation. Drawing by A. G. Shedid. 


The Book of the Earth 

Sources 

Two scenes that would later belong to the Book of the Earth appear ' 
Hie tombs of Merneptah, Twosre, and Ramesses 111 , on the let 
the sarcophagus chamber, where they serve as a counterpart to t 
eluding representation of the Book of Caverns, Another S ^.^ ua j scene 
barque atop Aker as a double sphinx, also occurs as an n ^ as ^ ie 
from Merneptah on, and in the tomb of Ramesses IV, it -JP ^ tomb 0 f 
including representation in the decoration of the tom 
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Ramesses VI. all .he decorated wall, of Jf '«. 

covered with scenes from """ l,OHk ’ whl1 '' y ' k "nb 

Ramesses VII only one register portray. «... C; „ 

found exclusively in .heson..f h '' mbcr9 “ < 

scene is also on the sarcophagus ol Harnesses IV, and u rcapp,,,, ^ 
several sarcophagi of the hate Period. Individual same, also „p p , ar b 
the cenotaph of Sethos I a, Abydos and in the „„nb o< Osorkon I, al 
Tanis The section designated by Ptankoff as the Book ol Aker occur. „„ 
papyri of Dynasty 21, along with venations on the resurrection scene in 
a, and in tombs of Dynasty 26 ol Thebes (Petamenophis and Padlnefth, 
TT 107) and Saqqara (Lepsius 2.1). Additionally, from Ihe Late Period, 
the representation of Nut from part D is attested in the tomb of Aba 
{TT 36), while llie scene of the birth of Ihe stars m< ms on a lartonnage 

from the Ramesseum 


Research 

Alexandre Piankoff laid the foundation for fur ther study of the compo¬ 
sition with his edition of 1953/ though Jean-Franqois Champollion had 
already published the scenes and texts in the sarcophagus chamber of 
Ramesses VI in his Monuments de l'£gypte: Notice s descriptives (Paris, 
1844, vol. 2, pp. 576-578), while part of the composition was also pub¬ 
lished by Lefebure in his Notices des hypogies (Cairo, 1889). In 1963 
Bruno H. Strieker offered an explanation of the book in the sense of a 
divine embryology, while Winfried Barta and Friedrich Abitz have 
concerned themselves with the composition and the meaning of the 
book. 


Structure 

As in the Book of Caverns, there is no division into the hours of the 
night, the solar barque is largely absent as an aid to orientation, and 
even the division into registers is uncertain (the original probably had 
three registers, as usual); the overall impression is of a loose sequence of 
scenes. It is highly uncertain whether the tomb of Ramesses VI gives a 
complete exemplar; the incomplete condition of his sarcophagus cham¬ 
ber necessitated various transpositions of material, and as with the Book 
of Cavet ns, portions appear on Ihe sides of several pillars. Abitz as¬ 
sumed that this composition, like the Book of Caverns, consists of two 
halves bul differs, inter alia, in that only one half contains scenes of pun- 
tshmenl. Corresponding to the Book of Caverns is the use of the sun 






the new kingdom books of t*., 


Net Her Wo 




*7 


, leitmotif, with the solar barque occur, i„ 

Ji ' jJcepHons. the scenes are all oriented t„ u, 8 ""W rately ,,,,, 

** I cycle; the sun's journey has no visible ,h “» vitMj* 

£ die nethenvorld. A concluding represent, 8 ,^’ «>**«, e„^ 

£ we are to recognise the Aker scene on the right w *« ‘ u Wel1 ' <*• 

'^imkoff distinguished four parts. A-D. „i lh , he as ™e. 

Jl amesses VI running from right to left, contrary “^he' h ' , ° mb 
0 nce . Abitz adds further scenes on three P i[| ar s , lhe Usu *l se- 
^if probable that part D, with its prayine kin ° s ^ ft nd 
the hook, as a, the beginningo^^^^•**- 
f„d that part B belongs to part A, and part C to parl D ^ ”'2 
i.ther hand, designates sequences of scenes from .he sarcophagi lm 
of Ramesses VII and Ramesses IX as part E, with the lastscenesa 
least, derived from a wide variety of books. In the case of Ramesses VI 
part A displays a clear central axis that has perhaps led to changes in the 

arrangement of the scenes. 

\n original title is lacking for this book as well, and in this case, it has 
not proved easy to End a modem designation. Piankoff chose La creation 
du disque sola ire ( The Creation of the Sun Disk ), Hartwig Altenmuller 
Such des Aker ("Book of Aker"), Erik Homung Buch von der Erde ("Book 
of the Earth"), and Barta Erdbuch ("Earth-Book"). 

As was already the case in the Book of Caverns, Ramesses VI inserted 
many references to the king into the text and employed lines containing 
titles to structure it. 

Content 

As in the case of its external structure, the content of the book displays 
many affinities with the Book of Caverns, though clear differences also 
exist, Osiris and his coffer again play an important role, as does the 
transformation of Re, accompanied by the bas of the blessed m his o - 
lowing. A special motif is the journey of the sun through the earth god 
Aker, which is actually an expanded version of the eleventh scene o 
Book of Gates, with its "barque of the earth. n _ 

The first part (D) (figures 53 and 5 7> with a v v it hin a 

tation of the entire realm of the dead, with Osiris a i ^ ^ mo unds, 
tomb structure guarded by serpents, he stands betwe^^ ato p them. 
Reiving acclamations from his b(i and the Lorp^e 1 ^ arnis protec- 

Below him, Anubis and the Mysterious One stretc _ ^ co rpse 
*> v ely over the "mysterious coffer" that invisibly c °^ in ^ e d by scenes °f 
* e god. The process of renewal taking place here i- 
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53. Book of the Earth, part D. From the tomb of Ramesses VI. Photo by U. Schweitzer 


punishment. Cauldrons are held aloft by punishing gods whose names 
allude to the devouring of the bodies and the fw-souls of the enemies, 
the blood of decapitated enemies flows into the cauldrons from above, 
where a god holding hieroglyphs symbolizing fire concludes the scene. 

In the second scene, two pairs of arms rising from the depths of Nun 
surround a huge sun disk, on which the mummy of the sun god is 
standing between two fire-spitting uraei. A wreath of twelve stars and 
twelve small disks, whose ends are held in the hands of two goddesses, 
surrounds the scene and indicates the course of the hours. In the sar¬ 
cophagus chamber of Ramesses III, this scene occurs in modified form: 
the pairs of arms are absent, and instead, the name of the king is placed 
in the large disk, which is surrounded by a double ouvoboros. The third 
scene represents a modification of the figure of Nut in the fifth section of 
the Book of Caverns, with the goddess here called the Mysterious One 
and looking backward. The sun god is present on the palms of her 
hands as a ram-headed bfl-bird and a disk. She is flanked by two human- 
ed serpents, and by a crocodile and yet another serpent. The 
scene, which has no caption, also modifies a popular theme: the barque 

L >! ^ ' S d ! P ': ' ed ° n the back of A kcr as a double sphinx, while in 

heideH TV, e '.r h,Ch 18 SUpported b y Avo uraei, Khepri and the »P e ’ 
. d Thoth pray to the sun god. Below the barque, a winged scarab 
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Jisk ore In-M on high by anonvmm.. 

„«d Nephihy.. ym " u » »»<*««,. „ 

<1. nnJ Jl1 -- r *« is *7.f 8 '" 9 Wi,h 1 protected by Ah 

, recumbent d.vlne figure called the We»,o rn ^"gnp 

‘ ,ul " s as a separate scene) seven shrines „ r mound!? h "'' 

' With mysterious forms." who display their t^T***. 

111 , cr4 ane repeats the motif of the — • n *rantalui«... 

-as. nexl r .. 


view. 
ious £n gen- 


,.*t scone repeats the motif of the miraculous nn»m 
*** of Hotub. Here, falcon-headed, he emerges honTtiT 
de " corpse of Osiris, which is being watched over h v th ^ CUrVedr 
SHnd Nephthys. Nest comes a scene with two ram-headed 
burial mounds; between them, two anonymous gods elevate theta* 

* iris which is avian m form and adorned with the white crown The 
' >vt sC ene begins with the arms of Nun, which hold the solar disk. Four 

rvine forms and two uraei flank a huge sun disk, out of which emerge a 
Hathor head and a serpent, both perhaps indicating the regeneration of 
he sun. This is also the theme of the next scene, in which a winged 
1 _rab emerges from the disk. 1 wo praying uraei and several burial 

* Hinds containing mummies, among them that of Osiris as Bull of the 
vJ'est flank the birth of the sun. The analogous scene with a sun disk 
and winged scarab flanked by mounds containing mummies probably 

also belongs in this register. 

The lower register is reserved for the punishment of enemies. It be¬ 
ns with a figure of the sun god and several sarcophagi, followed by 
j^ r enemies called the Burning Ones, who have hieroglyphs for fire in¬ 
stead of heads; they are watched over by four ram-headed gods. The 
next scene depicts four gods, each of whom seizes an enemy who is de- 
capitated, upside-down, and painted red, perhaps meamng that he . 
covered with blood. Four kneeling enemies follow, w.th hieroglyphs or 
fireontheir heads; they are being bound by four 

corpses of the enemies on fire." In a further scene, pans ofarms*^ 

from the depths two cauldrons tilled with t e ea» al ■ 
flesh of enemies. A fire-spitting head kindles the "^“een 
dron, while next to them, two knif^wieldmg godsend by ^ 
them, two goddesses hold their hands protec iv .. corpse " is lying 
All this is occurring in the Place of Annihilation, a( jdressed by Re 

in a huge sarcophagus in the next scene, an w v ^ ^ deac j. Above 
as the "corpse of Shetit," that is, of the entire rea . aver; they a re 
K three gods and three goddesses raise then hands^ P ^ depths , In 
* n burial mounds or shrines, and their feet a re ra m'hea^ e ^ 8° 
ihe last scene, the Apophis-serpent is being i,eiZ 
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Under it. 


Osiris stands in a burial mound or shrine, framed b 


y the 


corpse of Ceb and .he corpse of Ta.enen; a., three are sunk up ^ 

k TheThme of par. C are in some way connected with part Q 

, , exact sequence remains undetermined. In part C (figure-,' 

the'rmper and middle registers each begin with a ram-headed sun Kod 
to whom two ha-birds are praying in the upper register, the hrst of the* 
is standing on a perchlike structure and the second on a scarab above 
he Apopta-serpe.lt, out of whose co.ls Khepn ,s emerging, acconii ns 
the caption. In front of Apophis stand Alum and Shu, whose t* s arr 
perhaps intended here. In the middle register, the sun god ls greeted fa, 
prayer by a god; behind him, two gods, one ram-headed and one 
serpent-headed, stretch out their hands protectively toward a sun dj sk , 
out of which projects the falcon's head of "Horns of the netherworld.” | n 
the lower register, four gods grasp human-headed posts; in front of 
them, a praying god and a praying goddess begin the register. There are 
four remaining scenes in part C. In the first, the corpse of Aker, depicted 
as a god holding a scepter, bends down over his own ha, which is pray¬ 
ing to him in the form of a bird. This group is framed on either side by a 
burial mound containing a sun disk, out of which a praying goddess is 
emerging. Four Osiris figures follow, each with a sun disk behind him 
and a pair of arms stretched out toward him, at the end, a head is in¬ 
cluded, along with the pair of arms and sun disk. The scene containing 
three gods who are fettering kneeling enemies surely belongs in a lower 
register, as perhaps also do the three ovals that follow (one of them now 
destroyed), on top of which lie mummies that have turned themselves 
over, each with a goddess turned toward it. 

The right wall, which contains part A (figures 54 and 55), begins with 
the sun god, "who protects the corpses," flanked by mummies in a bur¬ 
ial mound called the Mound of Darkness. The second scene depicts the 
earth god Aker as a double sphinx, with the solar barque atop his 
mound; the barque is depicted, its direction reversed, between person! - 
ficahons of the entrance and the exit of the realm of the dead; the stern of 
the barque is facing the latter. Below is the resurrection of the corpse of 
t e sun, a scene that occurs in the royal sarcophagus chambers begin* 
nmg wit Merneptah, and often later on papyri of Dynasty - 21. From a 
a con s head that projects out of the bottom of the sun disk, light falls on 
the mysterious corpse” lying on the ground which CQntains Osiris and 

fc 7 f r ; a , wreath of ^elve stars and twelve dtsks surround* 
the scene, which ,s also framed by two Osins figures on etther side. The 







third scene depicts twelve goddesses of the hours, each with the hiero 
glyphs of a star and a shadow, and each with a beaming disk above her 
At the center of the fourth scene again stands a "guardian of the 
corpses/' flanked by the figures of mummies, some of whom are in four 
large disks. In the fifth scene, the central god, who might be Osiris, re¬ 
mains anonymous; he is flanked by the corpses of Shu, Tefnut, Khepri, 
and Nun, whose for-souls are traversing the darkness. In the sixth scene, 
a head and a pair of arms rise up from the depths. On the head stands a 
goddess called Annihilator, with her arms stretched out to embrace the 
solar disk, while on the palms of the hands of the pair of arms stand two 
praying goddesses named West and East, again reversed. Three mum¬ 
mies asymmetrically frame the scene. 

The upper register presumably ends at this point, with a line contain¬ 
ing a title. As in the Amduat and the Book of Gates, the middle register 
begins with the solar barque, which is being towed by fourteen ram¬ 
headed gods, each accompanied by his ba. Below this scene, an ithyphal 
•ic god called “he who hides the hours" stands in his cave, surrounded 
by twelve star goddesses who extend disks to him; there art also sta 
and additional disks, and the figure of a child directly below the p 
ot l ^ e god Around the scene winds a great coiled serpent. _ ^ 

^8 scene is apportioned into three places in the exemplar 1 
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_f five burial mounds, out of which stretch 
Ra messes VI; if ""“j in a gesture of praise, as well as two 
head and arms u P r ®“*T d arms . The third scene deals with the bi m 
mounds without a e *_ D ere ct mummies; the head of the first is a Su 
of the sun and shows ^ of a scarab emerging from it, while th s , 
disk with the head an godd cs8. In the fourth scene, a ur aeUs a 

second is topped by - t mumm y are grouped on either side of ' 

head with arms, and « ^ whQ anni hilates the hours." On the pa]^ 

mummiform god « _ ^ gtandB another god holding a small 8Utl 

of the hands of each I * yet other pictorial elements, this ScetUj 

disk in his hands *P of Harnesses IV, where the theme is thf 

also occurs on t J ^ hours in lhc abyss of the Place of Annihil,. 

birth and anml J of the fifth scene consist of ten heads each; 

T connected to hieroglyphs denoting shadow, and below, 

above, th > er At the end, two goddesses adore the sun 

dVkThiTis moving along between these heads of the followers of the 
snn accompanied by the fw-souls of the blessed. The lower reg,ster can 
be called a kind of concluding representation that summarizes the entire 
course of the sun. At the left, the solar barque, which contains a scarab 
and the ram-headed sun god, is towed by seven fw-birds. In the center, 
in changed form (raft attached to the prow, scarab adored by the has of 
A turn and Khepri), it passes above one head of the double sphinx Aker 
and into the depths, where it is received by Tatenen, god of the depths 
of the earth, and again released by Nun, the god of the primeval waters. 

In the middle, between the three {which stand for "many") mummies on 
either side, the arms of Nun raise the sun disk up from the depths. At 
the end, fourteen uraei with human heads and arms haul the barque out 
of the netherworld. Below the first representation of the boat, at the far 
left, the arms of Geb embrace a mummy called the Mourned One atop a 
mound containing a weeping eye and four hieroglyphs designating 
flesh; the indicated mourning is continued by other figures at the left. As 

at the end of the Amduat, the regeneration of Re is set in contrast to the 
mourning for Osiris. 

Part B (figure 56), which has no clear division into registers, quite 
likely belongs to part A. First to appear are four ovals containing mum- 
nues, which breathe by means of the rays of the sun god, and four burial 
mounds with mummies that have fumed themselves over, all under the 
protection of a serpent. The caption alludes to their decay, before which 
even Re turns away. The following scene, which stretches up the entire 
eight ot part B, is reminiscent of the representations of Nut and Osh* 
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thc Book of Caverns; from Sipfah Ra 
0 f the scene was employed on ,he lids nf lhe r 0 ‘! ,cu, P"-«d ve r . 
,n . ...nulls the mummiform yal ’“Oenr.l,... . 


i" ‘"'of the scene was employed on the lids „f lhe ' t ’ 11 “'“Phrna 
5i *’" „ter stands the mummiform “corpse of the R „d - '“'“PSp A, 

** lde him. In fr° nl °< hlm ' * P‘ ,,r of arms, from which ' hesun<! hk 
*P S j on its P abns a sod and a goddess o ivini! 3 serpent arises, 
b ° L “ V/ a second pair of arms, called the "arms nUh !T Behind ,He 
""Tthe crocodile Penwenti; the hands also hold a jackal ***' 

pleaded scepter. The ensuing four ovals contarn^^ *!* “ 


ie crocouue i e.te- n tuiuh also hold a jackal w1 J/ 

eaded scepter. Tire ensuing lour ovals containing m „mmf “I" 1 * 
r “"«,ual number of to-birds, as well as two hiemelyohc , hjw 
‘“d ,w. Below are representations of barques containing the 
Emmies Of Osiris and the falcon-headed “Homs of the neth^T- 

At the end. 


uinunies of Osiris and the falcon-headed “Horus ol the nelhe 
Lh tended by the goddess ls 1S or Nephthys, respectively. At the end 
the upper portion begins with a representation of a huge burial moun, 

contains ^ ie sun a P ra yi n g to it, and next to it, a larg 

ov -al with two divine figures above hieroglyphic signs for flesh, frame 
b two heads and two goddesses, all depicted giving praise. In tl 
lower portion are four praying gods; next to each one is a fxi-bird and 
bent hieroglyph for shadow. 

part E consists of two sides of one pillar and one side of another one 
[}i- front row of pillars; six gods in burial mounds are represented, a 
twice, gods pray beneath a sun disk. 
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56. Book of the Earth, parts B and C. Drawing by A. G. Shedid. 




















































































































































58. Ceiling of corridor G in the tomb of Ramesses VI After A o , -^ 

gamesses W. ed. N Rambova. Bollingen Series 40/1 (New York loJw . ^ Tomb °f 
@ 1968. renewed 1996 by Princeton University Press. ' 39 Copyright 


Miscellaneous Scenes 

The tombs of Ramesses VI and his successors contain a number of scenes 
that cannot be ascribed to any of the known Books of the Netherworld 
but that clearly belong to the genre of descriptions of the hereafter. 

In the tomb of Ramesses VI, there are in particular representations on 
the ceilings, with enigmatic captions, in corridors F and G and in ante¬ 
room H preceding the sarcophagus chamber. The unusual representa¬ 
tion of the sun barque on the ceiling of F aroused the interest of Her¬ 
mann Grapow and Heinrich Schafer, who copublished a study of it in 
1937. The parallel on the ceiling of corridor C in the tomb of Ramesses IX 
omits this representation, but it otherwise largely corresponds to the 
version of Ramesses VI. In part, it seems to deal with the resurrection of 
the deceased, which is carried out in various stages. 

The ceiling of corridor G in the tomb of Ramesses VI (figure 58) is divided 
info three registers, with a serpent-formed variation of the sun barque in 
^ middle register; it is venerated by deities who have disks for heads, 
^hile the goddesses in the lower register have their disks in front of them. 

the lintel of the door to anteroom H is what Friedrich Abitz has called 
* protective representation” (figure 59), intended to guard against the in- 
a v ertent occurrence of a breakthrough into the neighboring tomb, KV12. 





























59. "Protective representation" in the tomb of Harnesses VI. Above: photo by A. Brod- 
beck. Below: after A. Piankoff, The Tomb of Romesses VI, ed. N. Rambova. Bollingen Series 
40/1 (New York, 1954). fig. 141. Copyright© 1968. renewed 1996 by Princeton University 
Press. 
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60 Scenes in the sarcophagus chamber of the tomb of Ramesses VII Drawing by 

A. G. Shedid. 


The ceiling of anteroom 11 in the tomb of Ramesses VI displays a scene 
of the resurrection of Osiris; parallels are found in the Osireion at Aby- 
dos and in the tomb of Petamenophis. The captions are written in part 
with normal hieroglyphs and in part enigmatically. 

On the two side walls of the sarcophagus chamber in the tomb of 
Ramesses VII, two registers on each wall contain a total of seventeen 
scenes (figure bo). They are in part without captions, and presumably they 
do not belong to a single composition; the lower register on the right wall 
*a collection of scenes from the Book of the Earth. An overall sequence .s 
"sogm/able. in so far as the left wall begins with a programmatic 
showing two figures of the sun god in his disk, while at the ^ nc ^ ^ 
hght wall is a representation of the course of the sun. The ug 1 ^ 

left wall depicts the nightly journey of the sun : nigh ' ^ 0 f 

*hk'h there is a parallel on the right wall of the sarcophagus c 
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61. "Enigmatic’' wall in the tomb of Ramesses IX, right end After F. Guilmant, Le tombeou 
de Ramses IX (Cairo, 1907). plate 63. 


Harnesses IX; here, the crocodile Penwenti might stand for the primeval 
waters out of which the sun emerges as a newborn child in the morning. 


The left wall of the third corridor in the tomb of Ramesses IX has ex 
tracts from the Amduat. The right wall contains a series of scenes, begin¬ 
ning (or ending) with a scene in which the king offers a figurine depict 
ing Maat to Ptah, along with a large diagonal figure of an ithyphallii 
Osiris, which is equated with Re and with the deceased king (figure 6i) 
Next, m three registers with the solar barque in the middle register, is, 
composition whose organization and content connect it with the Book 
of the Netherworld (figure 6a). The upper register remains without texl 
u e ups, e-down and spread-eagled figures depicted in its eight cit 

tohn r n° W n IC T alnleJ rc d fl nd four yellow, have been read b 

dolwariT ^ To ° f the ^ and ex P ,ained » *»» P lun 8 in 
els over Ihe hi* the se >T*nt-shaped sun barque tras 

standstill. Eleven serpemftafrn''If Sf>CakS ° f ‘* S comin8 *° 

rows of the sun's ravs The set™ fita ^ "* Wt by * he * 

en ^S ure s praying over the punishmei 
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a. “Enigmatic" wail in the tomb of Ramesses IX, left end. After F Guilmant, Le torrbeou <fe 
Ramses IX (Cairo, 1907), plate 63. 


pits are to be understood actively, with Darnell, as "those who cast 
down." In the lower register appear first four goddesses subduing ser¬ 
pents, and then four half-upright, androgynous beings who are con¬ 
nected with the newborn sun as scarab and child, as well as other com¬ 
plex forms. The text is a variant of spell 106 of the Book of the Dead. 

A sequence of scenes found on royal sarcophagi beginning with that of 
Siptah and on nonroyal sarcophagi of the Late Period has connections 
with the Book of the Earth, but it also contains scenes and texts that are 
independent of it. These scenes deal with the protection of the mg t e 
sun by the earth god, Aker, and his catfish-headed assistants; 
and jubilation over the sun god. They also deal with the j 

his union with his bn and the continued, posthumous e . , an . 

the sexual potency of the god of the dead; and with t \t _ ^ Arin ihila- 

nihilation of the hours, which fall into the abyss of t c ^ ^ gun g 0 d 
h°n. Ramesses IV employed the sequence dea mg^^ ^ ea ling with 
hvtce on his sarcophagus, thereby omitting the seq 

























THE BOOK* or THE SKY 


After the Amama Period, a new group of Books of the Afterlife 
took shape. These center on a representation of the sky goddess. Nut, 
transposing the nightly journey of the sun into her body and thus into a 
celestial hereafter. The goddess Nut gives birth to the sun god in the 
morning. During the day, he passes visibly along her body and is "swal¬ 
lowed" by her mouth in the evening. From there, during the night, he 
journeys invisibly back to the place where he will rise again. Yet the sun 
god travels through the same landscape already familiar from the Books 
of the Netherworld, and the same or similar motifs appear in both 
realms; this celestial hereafter corresponds in every way to the nether- 
worldly one. 

From Ramesses IV on, two Books of the Sky tended to be placed next 
to each other on the ceilings of the royal tombs; these are distinctive be¬ 
cause of the double representation of the sky goddess, depicted back-to- 
back (figure 63). Although the focus is on the course of the sun, the other 
heavenly bodies are also included, in particular the decans. On the 
whole, the books emphasize cosmography and the topography of the 
sky, which already had their beginnings in the Book of the Heavenly 
Cow (see the next chapter, "Special Compositions"). The combination 0 
the Book of Nut and the Book of the Night, as they appear on the 
mgs of the cenotaph of Sethos 1 at Abydos and the tomb of Ramesses IV 
was employed again in Dynasty 26 in the tomb of Mutirdis (TT ^). The 
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1 



k 0 f t he Da y and Book of the Night. From the tomb of Ramesses VI. Photo by 

U Schweitzer. 


"astronoi 


mical ceilings," as first found in the tomb of Senenmut and then 
those of Sethos 1 to Ramesses III, on the ceilings above the sarcopha- 
s of the king, can be viewed as their precursors. In a further develop- 
Tent after the New Kingdom, representations and texts were added to 
the changing forms of the sun god in the individual hours of the day 

and the night. 


The Book of Nut 

Sources 

From the New Kingdom, the Book of Nut is attested only in the ceno¬ 
taph of Sethos I at Abydos and in the tomb of Ramesses IV, in the latter, 
Aversion is abridged. In each case, the book is on the ceiling of the sar 
fophagus chamber. From the Roman Period (mid-second century c.E. , a 
commentary on the book is written in Demotic (P. Carlsberg 1 an , 
Intl * interval, only the tomb of Mutirdis (TT 410) from Dyn^ J 
^30-620 b.c.e.) offers even an incomplete version, one that is * PP 
3ted to that of Ramesses IV. No further versions are known 

^search ., 

p # hlished ^ • 

C ,1X °* Champollion and Hippolito Rosellim . h grugsch 

°f the representation of the sky goddess, an 
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„ , a inscription in his Thesaurus, these were all co pie8 

also offered a » thM in the Osireion was not discovered Unl 

Harnesses IV's version, for * ^ bIished in 1940 by H Q , ^ 

1914. The D« notR N eU gebauer and Richard A. ParkerT* 

— . i .Heir . .J?* 

sr—r c " n as,ronomical aspws 

the representation and its table 1 

Structure and Language 

Th „ hnok functions as a pictorial description, and in this, it resembles 
2 'L* of .he Heavenly Cow. Visually, .he brief captions see m t0 re . 
cede beside the huge, dominating representation of the sky (figure 64). 
The skv goddess Nut is depicted in the form of a woman supporting 
herself on the ground, which does not yet appear as the earth god, Geb. 
on her hands (which are correctly on the right, thus in the west, in the 
cenotaph of Sethos I, though they are on the left in the tomb of 
Ramesses IV) and her feet, while the god Shu holds her body aloft. 
There are complementary pictorial motifs, such as several sun disks, a 
winged scarab m front of the knees of the goddess, a vulture atop the 
heraldic plant of Upper Egypt behind her legs, and nests of migratory 
birds next to her arms. A longer appended text complements the brief 
captions to the representation. Papyrus Carlsberg reproduces the origi¬ 
nal text (a representation either is lacking or was at the beginning and 
has been lost) in hieratic script, along with a translation into Demotic 
and a commentary that is also written in Demotic. 

Content 

1 he illustration and its captions are intended to supply both a topogra 
phy of the sky and an understanding of the daily course of the sun. Th 
brief captions arc distributed over the entire representation, describin 
its details as well as the actions of the sun god, the decans, and other d 
vine beings. Text L supplies an important definition of the "far regioi 
o this sky": they are in the primeval darkness and the primeval water 
iw+i j* e SU11, un knovvn boundaries and the cardinal d 

goes' bTck to ' hrOUgh X g ‘ Ve “ list of dccans ' which flOTlU 

their periodic in rvi- g< *° m ori £inal, and speak of their "work' at 

and their nests Wi* ^ tex,s Dd to Ff “*•» ‘he migratory bit 

not to their rising but d ° Can StarS ' consideration ff ' 

heir transit through the meridian. 
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Book of Nut (Cenotaph of Sethos I) After O. Neugebauer and R A. Parker, Egypvan Astronomical Texts, vol. I (Providence, I960), p. 40. fig. 21. 
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, the cenotaph of Sethos I and in the la^ 

,n lh f rir'TexUs a "dramatic text" reporting a quarrel betwI^S 

™ ^ e Tst. Sled the dispute by advising 
commoi (imc w) that they might live. On each occasion h ^ 

Sr Zy were to remain fur seventy days in the House of C,*, ^ 
Hims invisible in the netherworld, m order to be regenerated there. “ 


The B««h •# <he Pay 

Sources 

The only New Kingdom tomb in which the Book of the Day (fi gUres 
65-71} has been found to date is that of Ramesses VI. It reappears in th e 
r 0ya ] necropolis at Tanis; there are selections in the tomb of Osorkon II, 
and a nearly complete version exists in that of Shushenq III. T| le ^ 
versions occur in the tomb of the scribe Ramose (TT 132) from the reign 
of Taharqa of Dynasty 25, to which should be added the brief texts re¬ 
garding the hours of the day on certain sarcophagi and papyri of the 
Late Period, which are perhaps from a related source, as well as the 
hymns to the hours of the day in the pronaos of the temple of Edfu. 


Resecrrch 


The versions in the sarcophagus chamber and the preceding corridors in 
the tomb of Ramesses VI were copied by Jean-Francois Champollion, 
but for a long time they attracted no interest. Only in 1942 did Alexan¬ 
dre Piankoff publish his edition, though it lacked the versions in the 
tombs at Tanis discovered in 1939-1940. In the meantime, further atten¬ 
tion has been paid only to the hymn to the second hour, which was em¬ 
ployed in temples, and a thorough, fresh study is lacking. 


Structure and Language 

The representations and captions of the book are arranged under an ex¬ 
tended figure of the sky goddess Nut, whose arms and legs comprise 

end^nToT ll!™! Nedrl y % ures face the head of Nut and thus the 
hours- if T principle, the text follows the course of the twelve 

tally intofivereguLre h ° WeVer ' but rather arTan 8 ed horiZ ° 1V 

hour ends and the next h thal * remains unclear whfire °“ 

beginning and the end a?™' Th ' 5 arran S ement is not followed at t' 1 

tion, respectively stan 1 °1 3 t>rolo 8 ue a nd a concluding represe> lU 

peclnely, stand out (rom [he ma . n An o » gina] dtle t 
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°f the Night 

r only in the 

sarcophagus 


Content 


jj n |ike the other books, the Book of the Day describes the diurnal not 
the nocturnal, journey of the sun, which travels from the vulva of the 
goddess, from which it is newly born each day (figure 65), to her head, 
n'hich swallows it again in the evening. Because the reference here is to 
the daytime journey of the sun god, he appears with a falcon's head 
rather than in his ram-headed nocturnal form; nevertheless, nether- 
worldly motifs such as the repulsing of Apophis and the Field of Reeds 
^-cur as focal points in the middle of the composition. The texts and rep¬ 
resentations consist mainly of an enumeration of deities, with few de¬ 
scriptive texts; additionally, the hymns to the hours can be explained as 
the liturgical portion of the book. 
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S. Book of thg D , . , , , 

• Schweiuer. ’ ° c e suri - From the tomb of Ratnesses VI. Photo by 
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66 B< >ok of the Day. beginning. After A. P.ankoff, The Tomb of Romesses VI. ed. N. Ram- 
J ova - Boinngen Series 40/1 {New York, 1954), fig. 130. Copyright© 1968. renewe 
y Princeton University Press, 
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67. Book of the Day. extract. After A. Piankoff. The Tomb of Ramesses VI ed M R-. k 
Bollingen Series 40/1 (New York. 1954). fig. 130. Copyright © 1968. renewed I9<£?' 
Princeton University Press. ^ 
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fifteen r Ctle ^ ast hour. After A. Piankoff, The Tomb offomesw *' 1 19% by 

u'2„T„ ,New York - '**>■ % 133 e 1 


*ersity Press. 


69. Book of the Day. extract depicting the Field of Reeds. After A Piankoff The Tomb of 
Rameys W. ed. N. Rambova, Boll ingen Series 40/1 (New York, 1954), fig. 133. Copyright 
g I960, renewed 1996 by Princeton University Press 1 B 






















































122 


THt ANCIENT EGYPTIAN BOOKS Of THE AFTfAUEE 



71 8^ of the Day, conclusion. After A. Piankoff. The Tomb of Harnesses Vf. ed. N. Ram- 
bova, Bollingen Series 40/1 (New York, 1954), fig. 132. Copyright © 1968, renewed 1996 
by Princeton University Press. 


The Booh of the Night 

Sources 


The earliest version of the Book of the Night (figures 72-84), that of 
Sethos I on the ceiling of the sarcophagus chamber of the Osireion at 
Abydos, reaches only the ninth hour; Merneptah had a second version 
placed on the ceiling of the antechamber, but only a few traces remain. 
Later, Harnesses IV placed this book next to the Book of Nut on the ceil- 
ing of his sarcophagus chamber, though for reasons of space, it breaks 
' ^ our ^ hour. Only the tomb of Ramesses VI provides two 
uimp etc versions; one is on the west side of the ceiling of the sarcopha- 

i o spread r out ° ver the “ mngs ° f c a and 

D, and the elev u 5 L UF1S m nint ^ and tenth hours are in 

complement the Book of H^n' 1 h ° UrS in C) ' and in both case5 they 
book are employ 1 h Da X-Additionally, representations from the 

on theTei m T j. T* ° f F a " d ** tomb of Ramesses IX, 
8 0f “* SCCOnd and third corridors and the sarcophagus 
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i , r On the whole, the book appears onlv on 
fXom (carved in relief in Sethos Is version and otherwise palrUdT 
location did not shift to the walls until the royal tombs at t ' 
£JU n again combined it with the Book of the dL ^ 
qhoshcnq HI followed Sethos I's version closely. V ' h le 

' In the Ute Period (Dynasties 25-26), extracts appear in some tombs at 
Thebes (TT 1 3 2 ' antl 4 *°) and on fragments from the Nilometer at 
Rod a. Later still, they appear on sarcophagi from Dynasty 30 and the 
ea rlv Ptolemaic Period (Cairo CG 29305, J. 48446/47, and j. 48861- 
Berlin 4* Louvre D 8 and D 9; Vienna 5), where they are combined with 
hours from the Amduat. 

The text from the second hour of the night also appears in the solar 
sanctuaries of Deir el-Bahri and Medinet Habu and in the edifice of 
Taharqa at Karnak. 


Research 

Jean-Fran^ois Champollion laid the initial foundation with his copies of 
both versions in the tomb of Ramesses VI, and Eugene Lefebure added 
Ramesses IV's version in 1889. The version in the cenotaph of Sethos T at 
Abydos was discovered by Edouard Naville only in 1914, and it was 
published by Henri Frankfort in 1933. Alexandre Piankoff's edition, 
which appeared in 1942, took these foundations into account as well as 
some versions from the Late Period, but not the tombs at Tanis, which 
had been discovered only in 1939-1940. His edition has now been com¬ 
pletely replaced by that of Gilles Roulin. There is as yet no translation 
into German. 


Structure and Language 

The book is divided into twelve sections separated from one another by 
vertical lines of text designated as "gates"; in contrast to the Book of 
Gates, these precede the hours of the night to which they belong. The 
arms and the legs of the goddess represent the first and last gates; the 
hrst hour is not represented. Each hour has an introductory text cuntain- 
■ng the most important details, while the remaining texts are mostly just 
brief captions. The vertical arrangement contains three registers (stag- 
into five to seven registers for reasons of space, though only two 
a Ppear in the tomb of Osorkon II), with the sun barque journeying 
through the middle one. In the barque, the sun god is surrounded by th 
^ny-coiled Mehen-serpent while another serpent protects him wit u 
s shrine. The crew consists of Sia at the prow as spokesman oft g 
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f r tpg . H u at the stern; and Maat; m the version of 
is in the Book ot Gates, ^ appears . The upper r e g,ster de picU 
lethos I at Abydos, the h . ndividuaUy and collectively, while th e 
ieities of the hereafter of deceased persons, both theblessed 

[o wer one displays vano ^ ^ ^ barqU e is preceded by a rath er 

ind the damned. In eacn and more— of towmen called the Un- 

large group as many ^ the kin g, who is here included i n the 

wearying Ones; they a ^ uke those characteristic of the Books of 
representation. Descrip " here< an d as a rule, the registers are not di- 
the Netherworld are lac i b ' g of the Netherworld, at the end is a 

r"rr^':: r - fth ; S un. 


Content the Day, the sun god's journey here «- 

Compkmenbng he i5 fallowed by the sky goddess in the 

tendS I°to wTrlbirth in the morning in the form of a scarab. During his 
” he god has his ram-headed nocturnal form and, as in the Am- 
.7 is designated as flesh. Tire arrangement by means of gates al- 
cTdy m analogy with the Books of the Netherworld and 

Zol otherwise familiar from these compositions also occur Even 
Tatenen the god of the depths of the earth, appears here in the celestial 
hereafter. As in the Book of Cates, Sia plays an active role and appears 
as the spokesman of the sun god. The latter also has his own escort in 
the middle register of each hour (crocodile-headed in the last three) in 
place of the hour goddesses who accompany him in the Amduat and the 


Book of Gates. 

The remnants of an introduction are preserved only in Sethos l's ver¬ 
sion, wherein the sun god furnishes a programmatic explanation ot the 
goal of his journey through the hereafter, which has to do with judging 
the damned and caring for the blessed dead. As at the beginning of 
Amduat, the primeval darkness is mentioned as a border area. The Ihd 
hour of the night is not represented; as in the Amduat and the Book oi 
Gates, it was viewed as an interstitial area, to be thought of here as situ- 
ated between the arms of Nut. The actual beginning is the second hour, 
where the upper register endeavors to include not only individual 
deities but groups of them as well: the deities of the four cardinal poin& 
the Ira of Buto and Hierakonpolis, and the two Enneads, which stand 
or the totality Of all divine beings. In the upper register of the seventh 

ten™ n" eral hgUreS alS ° a PP ear ' representing existence and none)®' 
ce. Opposite them are the totality of the deceased in the lower reg*' 
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appear as the "transfigured ones- Wte), mummie9 , a , id 
** 7, that is, the damned. 

motif of the union ot Re and Osins is absent, though the represen- 
ThC MS and corpses in the lower register of the sixth hour serves to 
tat ‘ 0I L t he longed-for union in the depths of the night, with which the 
inLl, "tion in the seventh hour is connected. This critical moment once 
requires the overcoming of enemies, here imaged concretely as 
a S 3 ‘ incine ration. The lower register of the seventh hour (figure 77) also 
* |U Vup a theme that made its appearance in the thirtieth scene of the 
of Gates: Horns turns to both foreigners (depicted as Asiatics, 
^bvins. Medja bedouins, and Nubians) and Egyptians (depicted as 
h' sellers in the fertile land and in the desert), though here the foreigners 
no t have the same status as Egyptians but are again seen as bound 
enemies The speech of the god also includes motifs from the twenty- 
first scene of the Book of Gates. 

The lower register of the eighth hour (figure 78) is dominated by an 
enthroned Osiris, with Horus and the other gods of his circle in atten¬ 
dance. Osiris is triumphing over a well-fettered enemy, here anony¬ 


mous but whom the versions of the Late Period address directly as Seth. 
The various groups of deceased, both the blessed and the damned, are 
turned in prayer toward this scene, and their representation continues 
in the ninth hour (figure 79); there, they are addressed by Sia, who an¬ 
nounces their fates in the afterlife, stressing at the same time their at¬ 
tachment to Osiris. Only blessed dead appear in the lower register of the 
tenth hour (figure 80). 

In the twelfth and last hour (figures 82—83), the towmen in front of the 
barque are augmented by four jackals designated "Western bas, as at 
Medinet Habu. The deities in the lower register, among them Osiris, are 
turned in prayer toward the concluding representation (figure 84), 
which summarizes the entire course of the sun, as in the Books of the 


Netherworld. Here, with the help of the primeval gods, the nocturnal 
sun god is transformed into a scarab and a child; behind these are the 
two barques of his daytime and nighttime journeys, along with Isis and 
Nephthys, who were later placed in the prow of the barque, keeping the 
SUft * n constant motion between them. The accompanying cosmograp 
c< ^ ^xt also refers to the totality of the course ol the sun god, ident S 
h*s three cosmic realms as the netherworld (Duat), the primeva 

(Nun) ' and sky (Nut). . „ in 

hiking is the considerable prominence of the king especia 
Ve rsion of Sethos I—who appears at the head of those towing 


(te.vf continues p- H5> 










72. Book of the Night. fire, end serond hours. After G. Roulin. le Itvte de Id nuit, OBO 147 

(Freiburg and Gottingen, 1996). pe II. plate I. 
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n Book Of the Night, third hour. After G. Roulin. Le Uv re de to nuit, OBO 147 (Freiburg 
and Gottingen, 1996), pt. |[, plate III, 
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74 Book of the Night, fourth hour. After G. Roulin, Le Uvre de la nuit. OBO H7 (Freiburg 
and Gottingen. 1996). pt. II. plate V. 
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^ Book of the Night, sixth hour. After G. Roulin, Le L/vre de la nuit, OBO H ( 
an <f Gottingen, 1996), pt. II, plate VIII. 
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77. Book of the Night, seventh hour. After G. Roulin, Le Uvre de la nuit. OBO M7 
(Freiburg and Gottingen. 1996), pt II, plate IX. 







































































?« Book of the Night, eighth hour. After G. Roulin, Le Livre de la nuit. OBO 147 (Freibur* 
a ^dStt.ogen.l996).pt IkphliML ***** 




nndr 0l< °* t * 1e n ' n th hour. After G. Roulin. Le Livre de la nuit. OBO 147 (Fre' 
Gottingen, 1996). pt. II. plate XIV. 
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BO. Book of the Night, tenth hour. After G. Roulln. U Here * to met. OBO 147 (f „ib„, ( 
and G6ttingen, 1996), pt II, p\M& 



81 Book of the Night, eleventh hour After G. Roulin. Le livre de /o nuit 
(Freiburg and Gottingen, 1996), pc. II. plate XVII. 
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t 'a N,gh ‘-“ ncM '"8 representation. After G. Roulin. Le Uvre de k * 
UBO H7 (Freiburg and Gottingen. 1906). pt. II. plate XX 
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83. Book of the Night, twelfth hour, continuation After G. Roulin. Le Lvre de la nu<u 
OBO 147 (Freiburg and Gottingen. 1996). pt. II. plate XIX 
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, ue in every hour of the mght. In contras, to , hc Book 

^nc-uy A f° phi5 aPP r rS "° W “ ' hiS book ; the repe|L„ V ; ' be 

511 Mi S«' h is n,e " tioned several limes instead. At the endu a ' he 
l,,,n ' of the "Western has," who tow the sun god into the sky wl,''’"!'’' 
hunt Nut is also viewed as h,s emergenee iron, , he nHherw'ol'u 








SPECIAL COHPOSmONS 


The Litany of He 

Sources 

Portions of the Litany of Re occur in the tombs of Tuthmosis III and his 
vizier, Useramun, with the excerpts evidently related to one another 
The series of figures to the "Great Litany" also appear in both tombs, but 
there are no further illustrations. The entire text, with a few omissions, 
first occurs on the shroud dedicated by Amenophis II to his father, Tuth¬ 
mosis III. The subsequent disappearance of the book is especially strik¬ 
ing in the case of Tutankhamun. for all the burial equipment in his tomb 
has been preserved to us. The book is attested again under Sethos I, in 
whose tomb the figure to the title first appears. From then on, the book 
was the standard decoration in the first and second corridors of the 
royal tombs; Ramesses VI was the first to give it up in its entirety, 
though Ramesses IX and Ramesses X again included extracts. The fig” 
ures were always reserved for the second corridor, while the text filled 
the first corridor with a little of it reaching into the second corridor. In 
the tombs of Sethos I and Ramesses II, all the hieroglyphs face the inte¬ 
rior of the tomb, whereas from Memeptah on, they face uniformly to the 
right so that all the columns ol text are reversed. A portion of the figures 

? P ™ r V". Merncpta h’ s decoration in the Osireion of Sethos 1 at Aby- 
dos, and the complete sequence occurs in the temple built at that site by 
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~es » In the Late Period ’ the figures were used in ( 

^Vraharqa and the chapel of Hakons at Karnak) an Uhe ed ' 

£***«' Pelamen ° Ph f' lbl ' “I" 1 thc from t t“Nl ,0mbS 

,M r .da) and on papyri and sarcophagi. The textual tradiH ? meter 
9 ‘ R h the sarcophagi from the early Ptolemaic Period * bfeaks off 

^ready in Dynasty i8, excerpts were adopted as spell of thp n , 
Ae Dead, beginning with the manuscript of Ma,herp„, and u 
» i" ^ ’ 9 ' »>nrt,ng with the sarcophagus of Sethos ,Th‘ 

weU-kno^ representahon of the ram-headed Re-Osiris in the tomb of 
jsjefertari and in other tombs ot Dynasty ,9 actually belongs to this spell 
0 ( the Book of the Dead and not to the Litany of Re. F 


Research 

Richard Pococke published an early description of the version in the 
tomb of Ramesses IV in his account of his travels. Text editions of the 
Utany of Re were among the earliest in the field of Egyptology. In 1869, 
Edouard Naville took up the texts of the Litany in the tombs of Sethos 1 
and Ramesses IV and published them with a translation into French in 
t875; an English translation by him appeared in 1876. For a century, his 
edition remained the basis for scholarly concern with the book, Alexan¬ 
dre Piankoff's edition of 1964 contains no hieroglyphic texts (his hand 
copies seem to have been lost), but there are photographs from several 
tombs, especially those of Sethos I and Sethos II, and of the shroud of 
Tuthmosis III, along with a translation into English. Before that, Her¬ 
mann Grapow concerned himself with the text and figures in a paper in 
IAS 72 (1936). Erik Hornung then included all the New' Kingdom ver¬ 
sions in a commentary volume in his edition of 1975. 


Structure 

In contrast to the Books of the Netherworld, this book bears an original 
title, W'hich already appears in the tomb of Useramun as "Book of Pray¬ 
ing to Re in the West, Praying to the United One in the West ; remarks 
concerning the recitation and efficacy of the text are also included. The 
text begins with the Great Litany, wherein the sun god is invoke 
seventy-five times in various names and forms; the first verse °f e ^ c 
vocation is "Praise to you, oh Re, great of power." Aside from this J> 
ni )y tJle sixth ("Oh, Re, come to me, leader .. .") IS composed in ^ 
H hlle text on the ceiling of the second corridor stands ou , 
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its location, as a further, independent section; it already a 
rately in the tomb of Tuthmosis IH. The structure of the V 

text is not as clear; only the htan.es (which number nine i n 
tinct because of their unique initial refrains. ** ^ 

The divine figures that illustrate each of the invocations i* th 
Litany belong to the early content of the book. From the very ^ S 
these figures were split up so that they alternate in two serieJ^S 
ample, they face one another on the north and south walls of th e /° r ex ‘ 
Useramun, while in the Ramesside tombs, they are on both 
second corridor, with the left wall taking precedence (it i s the 0 th ° f ^ 
around in the case of Useramun). The figures follow a strict alteT^ 
up to the fifty-first invocation, with the odd-numbered figures 
left and the even-numbered figures on the right. The arrant ^ ^ 
then interrupted by two successive figures (51 and 52) on the left” 1 ^ 
two (53 and 54) on the right. A regular alternation then resumes th ** 
in reverse sequence, with the even-numbered figures on the left n 
odd-numbered figures on the right. Thus, as so often occur* a * 
ularitv is avoided. ' StrKt 

J 

Determining the exact number of figures is complicated The t 
speaks of seventy-four "forms" (kheperu), and that many are also 7 
picted (with numbers 23 and 67 as plurals, and thus tripled) with the 
ram-headed ba of Re in its sun disk (the sixth figure on the left) not at 
tached to an invocation and the only figure facing in the opposite du«. 

Ut ecausc “ ch of the last two figures of the left-hand series has 
wo names asertbed to it, we can actually assume seventy-six figure 

fion e 2: If T 1 ° f Re - ^ng ^ toe seventy-five hl- 
the stoff r y f ° ted parallel to thc seventy-five serpents of 

£tho 7nl Sh,pwrecked seems plausible, and the Lb of 
scenes of the rT™ to intimate a relationship with the seventy-five 

ber howefr T™* ° f ““ MoUth r "ual. The symbolism of this man- 
oer, nowever, remains uncertain. 

twe!tfff n fff„ lnV ° Cat '° nS Can be und erstood as three times 

first. There are also grouf ff ^ T the twent y- sixth and ,he 
from the rest, while th ff ii ^ W1 * the first ten differing in structure 
fended Ennead. ^ ° ° w * n 8 8 rou P of ten is reserved for an e- v 

The two sequences j 

Osiris, just as the union nf ^ StDntl y divide d between the gods Re ‘ in 
die text. In fact figures nf n ^ tW ° gods receiv es special treatment 1 
' ^ 5 ° f ° Slris are found only in the sequence on * 
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left,' 
ped 


on the right, the many scarab-beetles are strikm D 
lft ', e „n the left are Atum, the ba of Re, and the Great ct ^ ap ~ 

* JL the left side belongs to the sun god and the h„k, 1 T" 8 * 1 

the rows on the ceding of the first «*£££*£ °f- 

£j> i" the °P position of Re and **« ^ lomb of R a VK 

Since a onion is of concern here, a transient merging of the two gods 
w ith each other, a strict division would m any case make little sense and 
w0 uld spring rather from an anachronistical^ m „dern attempt It a 
schematic division. Instead, elements relating to Re and Osiris are inex 
tricably intermingled in both sequences, though Re and Osiris them¬ 
selves do not appear as figures. 

The names and the figures that illustrate them refer to the most im¬ 
portant forms and functions ot the sun god in the netherworld. Thus, 
there occur his morning form ot Khepri (three times); his evening form 
of Atum; the bn of Re (as an additional figure, also at the beginning of 
the text on the ceiling, starting with Merneptah); his forms of ram, cat, 
and child; the divine Eye; and the sun disk, as well as the accompanying 
figure of a baboon. In addition to Atum, the remaining gods and god¬ 
desses of the Ennead make their appearance, though Seth is replaced by 
Horus. Of the primeval gods, Nun and Tatenen—the watery depths and 
the depths of the earth—are represented. Osiris appears only as Khenta- 
mentiu, though two names refer to the union of the two gods, which 
represents a central theme of the entire litany. 

Several names, incidentally, stress the god's close connection with the 
netherworldly realm of the dead; thus, he is called "he of the nether¬ 
world," "he of the cave," "he who has command over his cave," "he 
who renews the earth," and even directly, "the West." Further names 
designate him as one who travels through this sphere, and in the con¬ 
cluding text of the Great Litany, he is even called "migratory bird." Re¬ 
joicing and mourning are both represented, for death and rebirth are the 
concern here, and certain names make reference to the corpse of the god, 
and even to its decay, which must precede his regeneration. The double 
a spect of the nighttime sun is represented by the juxtaposition of light 
and sunbeams on the one hand and covering and darkness on the ot ^ 
Finally, the god's beneficent deeds for the blessed dead are mention 
bat so is his function as punisher of the damned. supple- 

Already in the tomb of Useramun, the divine figure. . 
niL| ited by additional depictions. The vizier placed his ov ^ f am ily 
en d of both sequences, and his wife and other members o 


are 
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. f the left-hand sequence. Tuthmosis III, who di,,,, 
also at the end t ^ ^ [wo pillars of his sarcophagus chan^N 
the M ° ^ “ a ‘|e members of his family represented on an ^ 
himsei am [ n his temple at Abydos, Ramesses II e » m,l 8 

Side ot one of jndude roya , ancestors-his paren^ 

llW liho as well as the founder of the New Kingdom-bui he > 
ITn/ke Mwneplah in the Osireion, is represented only making^ 
^ to them, while the figures taken together thereby become the <£ 
„f cult worship (even the inimical eighth figure), which also oxpi ’' 
their presence in the temple. Beginning with thus version, the f igu * 
also contain a small sun disk to indicate the presence of the sun god 

within them. 

Already under Ramesses IX, and then in Dynasty 21, sarcophagi were 
decorated with a combination of divine figures from the litany and alto, 
gether different deities, thus creating a dense wall of protection around 
the deceased; in an analogous manner, this also occurred on funerary 
papyri. Thus over time, the figures, which began as mere illustrations to 
the invocations, themselves became "gods who are in the West" (as they 
are called in the monuments of Mentuemhet and Hakoris), and in the 
chapel of Hakoris, their names all have divine determinatives, 

Beginning with the version of Sethos I, a further representation, a 
"title illustration" (figures 85 and 87), is inserted between the title of the 
book and the Great Litany. It is programmatic in character, depicting a 
scarab and a ram-headed god in a disk, before whom inimical therio- 
morphic powers—a serpent and an antelope above, and a crocodile and 
an antelope below—are in flight on either side. In a recent interpreta¬ 
tion John C Darnel] has proposed that the animals have been dis- 
P e yt e sun god against his enemies and that they are therefore 

accompanying him as bodyguards. 

added in th t ° a re P res entation of the united Re and Osiris was 
2 ^^ l N , efmari (f ‘ gUre 86); as « illustration however,it 

Book of the Defd;'thus it IkT ^ ^ bUt rather t0 Spc11 l8 ° ° f ^ 

of Dynasty i 9 and, in QV ao^heto"’ h T ° f ^ r0ya ' 

Two spells of the Book of the I> i ^ anon y mous l l ueen , 
the Litany of R 0 . T n rnm Dtad ' 127 and l8 °' adopted portions of 

Netherworld is to be found 3S u 10ttling from tile actual Books of the 
cia] case of spell 168. In spell 11 ^ , B °° k °‘ the Dead ' exce P* for the ^ 
a »d associated with iLa ! 2 ^' tle § ods m the caverns" are invok 

guardians of the gates of the netherworld; there 









Litany of Re, title illustration. From the tomb of Siptah. Ph° 
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86. Re and Osiris united. From the tomb 
of Queen Nefertari. Photo by A. 


is a corresponding combination of the two groups in the temple of 
Ramesses II at Abydos. In spell 127, we also find the sole mention of the 
Place of Annihilation in the Book of the Dead. The spell is already at¬ 
tested in the Book of the Dead of Maiherperi, and thus in the reign of 
Amenophis II, and later, on P. Busca and in the tombs of Ramesses IV 
and Ramesses VI. Spell 180 begins with the central verse, "It is Re, who 
rests in Osiris," and a part of its title is "Praying to Re in the West." This 
spell is attested on the coffin of Sethos I, and in part in the Osireion, and 
also in the tomb of an official (TT 3) and on papyri (Qenna, Neferrenpet, 

Louvre 3073) from the end of Dynasty 18 and the beginning of 
Dynasty 19. 


The earlier distinction between a "greater" and a "lesser" litany (eg-, 
mann Grapovv, ZAS 72,1936: 15) is no longer regarded as accurate- 


Content 





















SPECIAL COMPOSITIONS 


of ^ tomb begun by Amenmesse so as to do h arm to him ^ 

01Jl ‘uumous existence. This composition is a description and a praise of 

P°f d eitV deSCCndS mt ° the netherworld at night, awakens the 

th i to renewed life, cares for the blessed, and punishes the damned 

de ‘?multitude of figures and functions of the nocturnal sun god in the 

Th ° it l itany opens up the entire netherworld to the deceased. At the 

(.jme there exists a desire to include the deceased king in the course 

Sa "h e sun, thus assuring his daily regeneration. This connection with 

0 course of the sun also explains why the text accompanying the 

ltu \ Re-Osiris is included in the illustration of Book of the Dead spell 

° m ip which the sun is called a newborn calf, in the tomb of Arinefer 
io 9 '* 

fTT 290)- 

Re is viewed as a migratory bird that visits the netherworld each 
. t an d there becomes, like all the dead, a cavern dweller, as he is 
^Ued in the concluding text of the Great Litany. Immediately after that, 
the deceased speaks for the first time, stressing that he has a thorough 
knowledge of Re's nocturnal forms of manifestation and their names; he 

dds his hope that they will open the netherworld for him and his ba, 
since he is indeed the image of the sun god and his ba. That the deceased 
himself speaks here, or is referred to in the third person, distinguishes 
this text from the Books of the Netherworld. 

This concluding text is followed by the second litany, in which the in¬ 
habitants of the netherworld are commanded to prepare the way for the 
deceased in the following of Re. Interrupted only by an invocation to the 
nocturnal sun, "who shines among those in the netherworld/' the third 
litanv adds, "May you lead me to the ways of the West" This formula¬ 
tion, which reflects an age-old mortuary wish, leads up to the firstdurect 
equations of the deceased: first with Nun, and then with Re, his and 
his cvcle. The fact that Nun, the god of the primeval waters, is placed a 
the beginning corresponds to the high regard he also enjoys m t e 00 
of the Heavenly Cow and to his active role at the end of the Book of 

The ceiling text that follows invokes the United One and equatesthe 
deceased with the ba and the corpse of this god, it thus rL P^ , ^ 

point of the book, not only because of the way it is msere , ^ to 

cause of its content. A remark regarding recitation ma pa speech 

the forms of the gods and to the offerings due them. ^ are j n the 

°f the deceased king is addressed to them as the g° s identifies 
West"; "I am one of you," he emphasizes, after whic 
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, ,h* sun god, with whom hu shares Ihe Wu 
himself wit 1 an d on earth/' and thus in the afterlif^T ° v *f a ., 

his enemies in - h littiny , "jubilation to you " 

Them follow* Wherein Osiris is also addressed/ 


There 

three 


ruu c wherein Osins is ais 

^-:Xd s ,oeach„ th eE. 


Os 


‘8 of 


"is 


greet and exten <^ ^ hjs b(J Re dispels the darkness and a n 
Thr0Ug ., to [ ee - the deceased also hopes for the renewal Jj * 8 
oTte heart With its eight double verses, the 
"ou ha- commanded for me, as (for) Akhty/' is a genera. ev * S 
thecare of the god. A prayer follows for deliverance from the ^ <lf 
ers in the netherworld, from their cauldrons, their traps, and ^ 
ovens, "for I am Re." In its fifteen double verses the sixth litany fa> 
a depiction of the majestic appearance of the god as ba with the reon 
"Oh Re, come to me, oh guide" and further identifications and dialL, 
with the "weary of heart" in the netherworld. An appearance ofT 
pelican-goddess is inserted here; she is also represented at AbydosjJ 
is supposed to care for the deceased, who at the same time makes his a” 
pea ranee in all the splendor of the sun god. 

The seventh litany, which is composed of five double verses ('Truly 
you have caused me to ascend"), is followed by a deification of the 
limbs, by means of which the deceased becomes "entirely a god." There 
is an ensuing stress on an equation with Osiris, in which the deceased 
king also appears as the god's son and assumes command from him. In 
his double role as Re and Osiris, he turns to those who dwell in the here¬ 
after, those who are "provided with offerings," and this section ends 
with the rejoicing of the eighth litany, "Hail, well led ... - The text con¬ 
cludes with a prayer to the realm of the dead as the "West" in the ninth 
litany and a final identification of the deceased king as Re; toward the end 
appears the old formula according to which the ba belongs to the sky and 
e corpse to the earth, with the additional phrase "among the gods." 

<- ours of the night play no role in this book, though the number 
twelve seems to be significant throughout. 
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f a o tide illustration. 
Litany of Re, tme 

awinp by A. Brodbeck. 
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88 Litany of Re. figures from the Great Litany, right-hand row. Photo by A Brodbeck. 








































9C Litany of Re, figures of the Great Litany, left-hand row. Drawing by A. Brodbeck. 
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Theltor the 

lour gilded shnnes |ess comp lete versions occur in the tombs 0 , 
form. Three more . Ramesses III, each in a subsidiary room ol ih e 
Sethos 1, Harnesses , ^ exclusive ly for this book. Ramesses V| 

sarcophagus m , he left niche of the third corridor of his tomb, 

included a bne JV ^ an even briefcr excerpt exists on a 

which has no 7 sside p erio d now in Turin (Cat. 1982). The book 

papyrus bom Kingdom, though it was integrated into the 

r:“ rt^m frmn the Roman Period and thus into the most u. 


^contmTaltonofth^T,on Tutankhamun's shrine ("words to be 
sroken by these deities who have gone off alive ... ) must also have 
been in the tomb of Sethos I, for traces of columns of text, which we did 
not include in our edition (see "Research" section), are still visible on the 
badly damaged left jamb of the entrance to subsidiary room M. Because 
of damage, it is no longer possible to determine where this excerpt 
ended or whether it was also present in other tombs. 


Research 

The striking representation of the heavenly cow in the tomb of Sethos 1 
was copied by early visitors such as Henry Salt and Robert Hay. 
Edouard Naville published Sethos I's complete version in 1876, with a 
translation into French, and the version in the tomb of Ramesses Ill in 
1885. He also supplied a first translation into English in 1876, while the 
first German translation was published by 1 Ieinrich Brugsch in 1881. Its 
parallel to the biblical narrative of the Flood has inspired great interest 
in the first part of the text, both within and outside Egyptology, and it 
has been translated often. 

The first synoptic edition was published in 1941 by Charles Mavstto 
who was the first to take the version of Ramesses II into account, though 
he omitted that of Tutankhamun; this version was published by Ale*®' 
dre Piankoff only in 1955, three decades after its discovery. After ag»' n 
check,ng and recording all the existing versions and securing once 
the version of Ramesses III, which had been lost after Maystre (aitJ ^ 
after A. Piankoff, ASAE 40, , 94 o: 289), Erik Hornung and coM** 






SPECIAL COMPOSITIONS , 4 » 

„,. 6he d an iffP roved ediHon in 1983 ' which “'eluded a metrical transit 

„ bv Gerhard Fecht; a second cdi,ion ’ with f °” P»S« of supple- 
aater ial and corrections, appeared in 1991. 

Struct^ and Language 

Feclit's metrical structuring, the text has 330 verses, exactly half of 
In ? afe apportioned to the two parts of the text that occur before the 
^ Option of the representation. The language and orthography dis- 
1 some Late Egyptian influences, so that the book cannot have been 
^■ritten long before it was first recorded under Tutankhamun. Aside 
from the representation of the cow, there are no obvious breaks to allow 
clear structuring of the composition. Nevertheless, remarks inserted 
into the text and other criteria permit a rough division into four parts. In 
ddition to the dominating figure of the cow of heaven, two further il¬ 
lustrations are inserted into the third part; they depict Neheh and Djet 
who are personifications of time, and the king supporting the sky. 

Content 

The central motif of the book is the rebellion of humankind against the 
aged sun god. Re, and its punishment by the fiery "eye" of the god, the 
goddess Hathor. This "fall" occasioned a total reordering of the world, 
which had previously been in a golden age and was still little differenti¬ 
ated: deities and humans alike were under the sovereignty of the sun 
god, who had not yet begun Iris daily course through the sky and the 
netherworld; the alternation of day and night was unknown, as were the 
sky and the netherworld, for death did not yet exist. Aitei ke consulted 
with the primeval deities, and especially with Nun, Hathor was dis¬ 
patched to inflict punishment. A part of humanity was annihilated, but 
a portion remained whom the sun god saved from the fury of the god¬ 
dess by causing her to become drunk on beer colored blood-red. 

The reordering of the world consisted of Re's withdrawal to the sky 
°n the back of the celestial cow, which in the future would have to be 
supported by Shu and the eight Hc/i-gods (figures 92 and 93)/ thoug 
(as Neheh and Djet; figure 94) and Pharaoh (figure 95) are also pre 
Sented as supports of the sky. From his new location. Re concerne ™ 
s «lf with establishing the netherworld, which was now necessary . 
realm for the dead; the third part of the book deals with this. e of 
°rld was populated with serpents, which were entruste 

thc e *rth god Geb. 





92. Book of the Heavenly Cow. the cow supported by Shu and the Heh- gods. From the 
tomb of Sethos I. Photo by H. Hauser. 























SPECIAL COMPOSITIONS 
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94. Book of the Heavenly Cow, 
Nereh (left) and Djet as supports of 
the sky. After Ch. Maystre, BIFAO 40 
(1941): 114. 


5 Book of the Heavenly Cow. 
haraoh as support of th«s sky After 
h Mavstre, BIFAO 40 (1941): 113 


, honk is devoted to the power of magic 

\e fourth and last par o _ according to which various 

contains the weU-known theology of ba.acc^g 

ies and sacred animals are te o ° ^ ^ roya , role of the sun 

te first part places considerable t p ound , h e name Re, and 

: hebears .he royal title, there ts a ” rtou ^" uted t0 Hm . This 

-*■»*>“ r “™: ssr* 

)unts for the importance c , . a. e s kv, like Re on 

M Reua who ^ ^,,1 g«lNu* 110 w “ 


The Book of Traversins €terni*Y 

Sources . pternity stem over- 

The preserved sources of the Book of T ravers 8 ^ an£ j second cen- 
whelmingly from the Roman Period, that is, e p to i e maic Period, 
furies c,e. The origin of the book probably ay m two stelae 

however, for two papyri in the Louvre <N y* *4 N 3 4 
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nd one in Cairo), and the sarcophagus | id Q{ 

(one in the Vatican a ^ A papyrus in Chicago is su pposed 

Imhotep belong to thu F ^ fifteen are probably all from Thebes, while 
stem from Esna, but i ^ or thc Faiyum and the sarcophagus U d 
the two stelae arc tram ^ wWch is fr( , m the time of Nero (65 C . P } 
from Abydos. P- 1 a | on g version, whereas the remaining sources 

Structure and Language 

. Wienation of the texts follows the ancient title. The tra- 
The modem . 8 as , he spending of a period of time-in this 

case al^available toe and also, analogously, the annua, cycle of religious 
Z lab But since eternity (neheh) tends to be a synonym for afterlife, the 
expression remains ambiguous. Unlike the Books of the Netherworld, 
,his guide to the afterlife (as many have considered it to be) is not then- 
oughlv illustrated, though some papyri have vignettes or an introduc¬ 
tory representation and a few depict the Judgment of the Dead from the 
Book of the Dead. The text is sometimes combined with texts from the 
Books of Breathing. 

The book is composed in Middle Egyptian and written in hieratic, 
though the excerpts on stelae and on the sarcophagus lid are written in 
hieroglyphs. Formally, the text is arranged into couplets. 

Content 

As Assmann stresses in LA II (see the bibliography), the text has incor¬ 
rectly been described as a guide to the afterlife and a survey of the re 
gions of the hereafter. In actuality it describes the return of the deceased 
into the realm of the living, extensive visits to Egyptian sanctuaries, and 
participation in their rites and the traditions of their festivals, especially 
those of Osiris. Nevertheless, the book is intended for use after death, as 
a topographically arranged "festival calendar for the dead," as Assmann 
calls it. The deceased know that they are secure in an eternal community 
o ce ebrants, their existence in the afterlife bound to sacred places and 
hmes^They were also supposed to be able to move about freely in the 
-Osiris. As Akhenaten had already * 

this other-worldly beTm b°> Hhe dead ,''’ as brou 8 ht into this ufe and ll * 
to be viewed in bu ^7 . ecame the "temple of the world," as it cam 

tended for cultic * C aSSK ^ anti quity. Whether the text was also ro¬ 
of the title "Pnvin e T U , nCertain but definitely plausible Jn one variant 
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OSSARY 


_ Durpos( , of this glossary is to assist readers who are not familiar with 
rLhan religion or the study of ancient Egypt more generally. A great 
deal more information about most of the deit.es mentioned in thrs vol¬ 
ume can be found in Byron E. Shafer, ed„ Religion in Ancient Egypt: Gods 
Mute and Personal Practice (Ithaca: Cornell University Press 199') ^ 
Dimitri Meeks and Christine Favard-Meeks, Daily Life of the Egyptian 
Coifs, trans. C. M. Goshgarian (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1996). 

Aker A god of the earth, usually represented as a double sphinx. 

Akh (pi. akhu) Transfigured one; a designation of the deceased. 

Akhty "He of the horizon"; an epithet of Horns as a solar deity. 

Annin A god of Thebes who eventually became the chief god ot tgyp . 

Anubis Jackal-headed god of mummification; sometimes depicte st g 

the bier tending to the mummy. .. m 

Apophis A god who, in the form of a serpent, tried each nig t to pre\ 

from rising and thus had to be defeated. 

Aqen An obscure god in the netherworld .. ^^iHinnsof 

Astronomical ceiling A ceiling in a tomb chamber decoratcc wi 
the constellations of the nighttime sky. 

^ tum A creator god; also, the evening form of the sun god. 

® a <Pl- bau) A sort of soul or manifestation of a deceased person or 
'Khis bull The sacred bull of the city of Armant. . a of the 

a *>P«c chest A chest fashioned to hold the jars containing the 
^ceased, which were removed during the mummification j , viscera 

ol Hu, us Gods who personified the four jars tlrat contmne 


°fthed 


deceased. 
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^ubXjtecI for others, creating writings of words that are quite differ! 


hs aj-,0 



general use in Dynasty 2 . 6 . 

Duat A designation of the netherworld 

Enigmatic writing See Cryptographic writing. 

Ennead A group of nine deities; secondarily, a group of deities of any number 
Geb A god of the earth. 

Hathor A goddess, sometimes represented as a cow, who could personify the sky 
Heka God of magic. 

Horns Son of Osiris and Isis. 

Hu A god; personification of "authoritative utterance." 

Isis Sister/wife of Osiris and mother of Homs. 

Ka Life force. 

Khcntamentiu ''Foremost of the westerners"; a god of the dead at Abydos who 
was eventually identified with Osiris. 

Khepri A form of the sun, especially the rising sun; depicted as a scarab beetle. 
Late Egyptian A stage of the Egyptian language used in writing texts during late 
Dynasty 18 and the Ramesside Period. 

Maat Goddess of truth and cosm ic order. 

Mehen A serpent; often depicted as a many-coiled serpent protecting the sun 
god in the netherworld. 

Mekhentienirty A god identified with Horus; could be depicted as a mongoose. 
Middle Egyptian A stage of the Egyptian language tha t took form in the Middle 
Kingdom and remained the classical language for the remainder of the history 
of pharaonic civilization. 

Neith Goddess of Sais. Also the name of a queen of Pepy II. 

Nephthys Sister of Isis, Osiris, and Seth; often depicted together with Isis, either 
mourning Osiris or keeping the sun disk in motion. 

NN. Stands for the name of a person; see Osiris NN. 

Nome One of the administrative/geographical districts, or provinces, into which 
Egypt was divided. 

Nun A god who personified the primeval water that preceded creation and was 
believed to surround the created cosmos. 

Nut Goddess of the sky. 







GLOSSARY 


Us 


4 creator god worshiped at Memphis. 

'“Vsungod J . ,. , 

Re 1 4 1,on-headed goddess of healing. 

5ikhH'^^ c f the realm of the dead. 

S^Vod of air and light. 

$ 1 >° -' -j of perception and spokesman of Re. 

SU god of the dead 

5ok ar u f the depths of the earth 

TateI,C i eo d dess in the netherworld. 

^ J fnut A goddess; sister of Shu. 

Jjioth Cod of Herm °P° Us; someHmes represented as a baboon and sometimes a; 
« Cobra 

L r . ncrte A symbolic representation summarizing the intent or content of a text. 
Th(> official who headed the roYal administration 

\ii\ct 








bibliography 


Abbreviations 


AAT 

ADAIK 

AgAbh 

AH 

AnAeg 

AnOr 

ASAE 

ASAW 

ASP 

AVDAIK 

bAba 

BACE 

BAc 

BE 

BES 

BG 

BIFAO 

BO 

bsec 

bsfe 

CdE 


Agypten und Altes Testament 

Abhandlungen des Deutschen Archanlogischen Instituts Kairo 
Agvptologische Abhandlungen 
Aegyptiaca Helvetica 
Analecta Aegyptiaca 


Analecta Orientaiia 

Anrnles du Service des Antiquites de t'Egypte 
Abhandlungen der sachsischen Akademie der Wissenschaften 
zu Leipzig, Philologisch-historische Klassc 


American Studies in Papyrology 

Archaologische Veroffentlichungen des Deutschen 
Archaologischen Instiluts Kairo 

Beitrage zur agyptischen Beuforschung und Altertumskunde 
Bulletin of the Australian Centre for Egyptology 


Bibliotheca Aegyptiaca 
Bibliotheque d'Etude 
Brown Egyptological Studies 

Onentale » Catre 

Bibliotheca Orient at is 

Bulletin de la SociM d‘Egyptology Gettioe 
Bulletin de la Societe Franfaise d’Egyptology 


Chronitjue d‘Egypt* 
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CRIPEL 

davvbio 

DE 

DVS 

EMAE 

ET 

EVO 

GM 

GO 

HAB 

fARCE 

)EA 

JEOL 

JNES 

fSSEA 

LA 

LA 

LAe 

MAIBL n.s. 

MAS 

MAU 

MDAIK 

MEES 

MIFAO 

MVVEG 

NAWG 

OA 

OBO 

OCE 

OIP 

OLA 

PSBA 

PTA 

RdE 


Cahier de Recherches de I'Institut de Papyrologie et 
d'Egyp tolo 8 ie 

Deutsche Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin, In sh(ul .. 
Orientforschung, Veroffentlichung hir 

Discussions in Egyptology 

nandce Videnskabemas Selskab, Historisk-filolotdsk- cl 
e, u dtde Mydu.lc.gic e, d'ArchHolcgie Egyptie kr "'" 


Etudes et travaux 


Egitto e Vicino Oriente 
Gdttinger Miszellen 

Gottinger Orientforschungen, IV. Reihe, Agypten 
Hildesheimer agyptologische Beitrage 
Journal of the American Research Center in Egypt 
Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 

Jaarbericht mu het Vooraziatisch-Egyptisch Genootschap "Ex 
Oriente Lux" 

Journal of Near Eastern Studies 

Journal of the Society for the Study of Egyptian Antiquities 
Liber Annuus, Studii Biblici Franciscani (Jerusalem) 
Wolfgang Helck and Eberhard Otto (eds.), L exikon der 
Agyptologie, 6 vols. (Wiesbaden, 1975-1992) 

Lingua Aegyptia 

Memoires de l'Academie des Inscriptions et Belles- 

Lettres, nouvelle serie 

Munchner Agyptologische Studien 

Miinchner Agyptologische Untersuchungen 

Mitteilungen des Deutschen Archdologischen Instituts, Abteilung 

Kairo 

Memoir of the Egypt Exploration Society 

Memoires publics par les membres de I'Institut Frangais 


d'Archeologie Orientale du Caire 

Mededelingen en verhandclingen van het Voorasiatisch- 

Egyptisch Genootschap "Ex Oriente Lux" 

Nachrichten der Akademie der Wissenschaften in Gottingen, 

I. Philologisch-historische Klasse 

Oriens Anliquus 

Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis 

Oxfordshire Communications in Egvptologv 

Oriental Institute Publications 

Oriental,.! Lovaniensia Analecla 

Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Archaeology 

PapyrologischeTexte und Abhandlungen 

Revue d Egyptologie 
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f ViR 
RT 


SAGA 

$AR 

SACK’ 

SHS 

SSN 

TL 

T SBA 
fCBUCP 


UGAAe 

VA 

IVZKM 

YES 

ZAS 

ZDMG 


Revue de VMistake des Religions 


ReceuiJ de Travaux relatifs d la phiblogie vt d r a 
tgyptiemies et assyrinmes 


tch&ologie 


Studien zur Archaologie und Geschichte 
Studien zur altdgyptischen Knit nr 


Alliigyptens 


Studio in Ancient Oriental Civilization 

Studies in the History of Religions 

Studia Semitica Neerlandica 

Theologischc Literaturzeitung 

Transactions of the Society of Biblical Archaeology 

University of California, Berkeley, University of California 

Publications, Near Eastern Studies 


Untersuchungen zur Geschichte und Allertumskunde 

Aegypterts 

Varia Aegyptinca 

Wiener Zcitschrift fiirdie Kutide des Morgenlandes 
Yale Egyptological Studies 
Zeilschrift fiir iigyptischc Sprache und Allertumskunde 
Zcitschrift tier Deutschen Morgenldndiscken Gesdkchaft 


Introduction 

For jean-Fran^ois Champollion's letters from Egypt, see Let Ires dentes d'Egyple et de 
Nubieen 1828 et 1829 (Paris, 1833). On the mortuary liturgies, see J. Assmann in 
S Israelit-Groll, ed.. Studies in Egyptology Presented to Miriam Lichtheim (Jerusalem, 
1990), 1:1-45, and LA, A, cols. 998-1006, s.n. "Verklarung." 


The Pyramid Texts 

A first report regarding their discovery was published by H. Brugsch, ZAS 19 
(1881): 1-15, and the first text edition by G. Maspero in several articles in f?T; the 
first article appeared in vol. 3 (1882), and the last in vol. 14 0893). Shortly there¬ 
after, the series of articles was reprinted as G. Maspero, Les inscriptions ties Pyra¬ 
mids de Saqqarah (Paris, 1894). Beginning in 1908, K Sethe published his still defin¬ 
itive edition. Die altagyptische Pyramidentexte (Leipzig, 1908-1922; rpt. Darmstadt, 
i960), which is supplemented by G. Jequier's publications of the material found by 
him at Saqqara South: Fouiiles d Saqqarah: La pyrantide d Oudjebten (Cairo, 1928), 
huilles d Saqaqarah: Les pyrawides des retries Neit et Apouit (Cairo, 1933)' pymw e 
d 'Aba (Cairo, 1935); Fouiiles d Saqqarah: Le monument fwtent ire de Pept II. vo. 1 
(Cairo, 1936). J. Ledant has supplied a whole series of preliminary notices o 
r ecent work; by way of an interim report, see his surveys in L egyptobgie ettj^ 79 > 
v ° l 2 (Paris, 1982),*pp. 31-35, as well as at subsequent Internationa cong 1 ■ 

t and in fhe journal OrientaUa. under the title "Fouiiles et travaux en gYP 

Soudan/' 
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seitsvorstellungen der often Agypter (Berlin, 1926; 2d ed„ Berlin, 1956). On the floor of 
the coffin of Sen, see H. Schadc-Sehackenburg, Das Buch von den zwei W'egen des seli- 
gen Toten (Leipzig, 1903). 

On the textual tradition in the New Kingdom, see D. P. Silverman, L'EevpfoJoc-- 
m 1979 : Ares prioritaires de recherchcs. vol. 1 (Paris, 1982), pp. 67-70 (spell 902) or 
the Late Period, see G. Soukiassian, ibid., vol. 2, pp. 55-61; L. Geslermann, SAK ™ 
(1992): 517-132; A. el-Sawi and F. Comaa, Das Grab des Panehsi. GotUsvaters von He- 
fiopotis in Matanya, AAT 23 (Wiesbaden, 1993); H Guksch, Die Gruber des Nachi-Mm 
und des Mm-chcper-Ra-seneb, Theben Nr, 87 und 79 . AVA 1 K 34 (Mairt2 190-) 
PP- 74 - 75 - 

Translations of the entire corpus have been published by R. O. Faulkner, The An- 
cient Egyptian Coffin Texts , 3 vols. (Warminster, 1973-1978; rpt. 1994) and P Bar- 
guet. Us textes des sarcophagi egyptiens du Moyer, Empire (Paris, 1986), with bibliog- 

(Turir S 0/ “* tranSlated by s Donad °ni, Test! reUgias, egL 

vol I (PhLdir P h 195 ~ 2 « ia v and M ' CIagetl A " Clent Science: A Source Boot 

coffins seel J-M PP / 437 ~ 443 ' ° n the distribution of the spells on the 

luted Documents (Berkdey **”**"" ^ **' 

lished bv R rri«K '' ??. A surve V °f the secondary literature was pub 

A g Abh is (Wtebade^ij sj'K ?°r£t«rl t i„ * Fmtkm« s* £* 
des citations (Paris, uni). a .i'JT ,7 M ' Crozrer - '«'« *s sa rcophagis: l«to 
tempted by H. Willems Cl t in ® of coffins on the basis of typology was at 
°pment of Middle Kingdom ‘Z * j f A S * Udy °f the T W° lo Sy ami Conceptual Dfvti 
=■ upp. c * >s ' mwec * ■«« *« 

(Heidelberg, iqqi)- on ~ V . u gkammern von der 6. bis 13 Dyiwstk, SAGA 4 
8 993 ), on » d. s mbua„„ by linguist criteria, see already W. Schenkd 
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tlfpi ische Studies (Bonn, 1962). On (he use ol spells on canopic chest*, see 
fr ,ih'>" tte Untersuchungen zu Ugyptisehm Kanopenk/isten vom Alien Reich im zum 

p. Lii» c * 1L>r ' - fgn Zwischewuril, HAB 31 (Hildesheim, 1990), pp. 71-76. 
fjttk& er c f individual coffins: G. Maspero, Trn is annees dc fouilles (Paris. 1885; 

pnhli 1 ^ ^ gjrch. fJ Tcifs iff file Lorliesl Period front Ihe Coffin of Amnwu in 

park 111 ] 1 * 'A usew , f i (London. 1886; el-Bersha); G. SteindorfC, Grabfunde des Mittlvren 
ike 3 r,fl ; 1 ' Kfiniglichen Mnseen zu Berlin, vol. 2 (Berlin, 1901; col tin of Sebk-o fn 

jj *JiIf '* ^ - n ... A i ■ tid iTH.I.ir.i einlifam. f. 


tnr " F> ' XfiiMglicncn musw” * v*^imi, tumii ui dcdk.-o (ram 

Rtichft 1,11 c^-^^fer, PrieslergrUber unit andere Grabfunde vom Etide ties Alten Reiches 
G^***^' ■ \hischen Zed vom Totentempei des Ne-u$er-ri (Leipzig, 1908; Abusir), 
jjj; zu r .S’ r! “ ^ Emtvtian Paintings of the Middle Kingdom: The Tomb of Djehuty-ndthl 
E-L-8- 1 el-Bersha, incomplete); and H. Willems, The Coffin oftleqata (Leu- 

(N<? vv 1 Qn the coffins in Cairo, see the Catalogue ginirale volumes by P. Larau. 
vn>n, ‘W* 1 ^ lV ,tfrieurs au Nouvd Empire, 2 vols. (Cairo, 1904 and 1906). 

^ vignettps, see P Eschwciler, Bfldzauher im alten Agypten: Die 
For ^ ^ Bildern und GegensMnden in magmhen Handtungen mch Texim 

Verdtr f!‘ , f„\ m d Neuett Reiches, OBO 137 (Freiburg and Gottingen, 1994), p. 161, n. 
des Mill tU 187). For a concordance of one of the spells, see R. Gundlach 

j (see aho Lcrifa ^^ Jfrflmmflfisc h e u sh . zu Spruch 335U der altdgypt. Sargtexte, 
an d W ^ j. on the continuation of this project, see W. Schenkel, Aus 

2 V °!f; finer Kor.kordenz zu dm alldgyptischen Sargtcxten, GO 12 (Wiesbaden, 
der Art ^AS 121 (1994b 142-153; hirther, P. Jurgens, GM 105 (1988): 27-34. 

,983) and > r ' finer Qberlieferungsgeschkhte der aMgyptischen Sargtexte: Stm- 

TArchetuven der Spruchgruppen 30-32 + 33- 37 . 75 W- *62 + 164. 225 + 226 
' , !,0 31 (Wiesbaden, i995>- Specific sequences ot spells have been 

U,,d}4 l ctl'c Lain SAK 16 (1969): 171-202 and SAX 17 (1990): 221-234. There 

^lexical analysis of de Buck's edition in Leiden; this index is not yet 
B a comp le jt can be accessed via the Internet P. Barguet appended 

^ex^Tdhtine names and place names, as well as some "notabilia," to his trans- 
“ A rammar of Middle Egyptian based heavily on the Coffin Texts was wn - 
X dCiITa Concise MrlcUc, » Mitldie Egy^n (L^bnd^. ,, 75 ; pn- 

vafcelvdistributed) . r ^ n ciahnrts see A* Pitinkoff, 

on' the Book of .he Two Way., m each case-.h ^ The An . 

Wanderings cf the Soul, Bollingen res 4“ ,, nd E Hermsen, Die 

- W *«* °/ T “ ***»■ L® C “*X with a helpful ,c 

- ^ ^ “° f 11 'Xh 6 4 RettnSps Sweet, the Book of tlw 

view by W. Waitkus, BO 53 0996> : 66f,_674 - Reld [ , H Grapow, ZAS 46 
Two Wavs and the Book of the Dead were pointed out M i2 _ 39 . 

(1909): 77-81, and relationships with the Amt ua ^ ^ ^ Gebelein, now in 
The regions of the hereafter are represen tt c . jhl connec tion with the last 
Turin (de Buck, Coffin Texts 6 , p. 271); on this and a po^ p Barguet has a t- 

tale uf Papyrus Westcar, see E. Hornung, ZAS 100 09 / 3 ^ to conn ect it 

tempted to explain the Book of the Two Ways as an nuhatory text 

with the plan of a temple; see RdF 21 (1969* 7 * 7 - other stars was made 

A first collection of coffin lids from Asyut with e ccan. (twelve coffins) by 
b V A. Pogo, fs/s 17 (1932): 6-24, and a more comp v _ vo j 1; The Eitrly De ‘ 
0 - Neugebauer and R. A. Parker, Egyptuni Astronomical — ^ } Ka hh SAK - 
BES 3 (Providence, i960); on other diagona st^i 
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A far text criticism, see ibid., pp. 95-107, For an PXD . 

95 - *ith referenCeS '^ M Schramm, in E. Bruimer-Traut and H. B n . n , ler ' 

4 . Die AgVP^che SatnmluW OLA 62 (Leuven, 1995)- 7 

and"Ch. Leitz, MtW * isch '~* 1(?nces of spells: H. Kees, GiStthiger Totenhuchstudie» 

On individual spells and ^ l ); K 0 Faulkner, JEA 48 (1962): 36-44 ( speli ; 

UGAAe i 7 < 3 erUn ’ iy54 \t! <; De dm** wwie W« Dode,,fcoefc W Coffin Text s Sf , re „ t 
38-40); M Heenna « t«V I Zandee, ZAS 97 (' 97 i> to lot ^ 974 ; spells 75 - 8 l); 

Lea (Leiden, 19*3! s P e11 ^ j ); 8(? _ lK > (spells 464-466); R.O. Faulkner, JEA 58 
L H. Lesko, /ARC L 9 yy 7 _^ (1972): 99-125 {s P e11 4 ° 4 >; R. Saved, Rdg 

(1072): 91-94 < 5 P e11 > 13,; 7 » v d. Bidoli, Die Spriiche tier Fangnetze it, den a!tii m . 
26(1974)73-^ (S P*i? A { 5 ?M?Giackstadt, 1976; spells 473-480); J. Zandee, in j, Ass . 

Hschen Sargtexten, ALIA 1 . mefi e ds., Fragen an die altdgypUsche Uteratut: Stu- 
mann, E- Feuchl, an ■ _ (vVies baden, 1977)/ PP- 5 11 “ 5 2 9 (spells 355, 362, and 

d«-n 2M»> Gedetifen £• (spL -ll 76); G. E. Kadish, JSSEA 9 (1978/79); 

others); A. Niccaea, L J" .. 1 excre ment); V. A. Tobin, in S. Israelit-Groll, ed., ft,. 
203-217 Coo (he theme " iy82)<pp . 166-190 (spell 573); J. Zandee,BO 4 i 

pers for Discussion voi , J . ' frgwten: Theologie und Frdmmigkeit einerfrahen 

(1984): 3-33 < s P e!1 l7 -' j/ _ 204-221 (spells 1130 and 80); M. Heerma van Voss, 

Hochkultur (Stuttgart, T 9 4 ^PF H(mor of R A . Pinker Prese nted on the 0 c- 

m L f Hil ,'M Birthday, December 10,1983 (Hanover, 1986), pp. 49-52 (spell 106); 

* I. H. 

University of Amsterdam (Kampen, 198H), PP ^~f < s ^ n 33 ©i J- ^ee *id„ 
pp 165—182 (spells 363-366); H. Buchberger. 7 >wMjbn»lion und Tm«s/or^t: Sarg- 
Zistudien 1 AeAbh 52 (Wiesbaden, 19931 the transformation spells); S. Btckel in 
C Berger, G. Clerc, and N. Grimal, eds., Homrmges d Jean Latent, vol. 1 (Cairo, 1994), 

PP 81 -97 (spell 80); A. de Jong, SAK 21 (1994)- Mi -*57 (spell 38). 

The most extensive treatment of the content remains that of H. Kees, i otenglauben 
und Jenseitsvorstellungen der alien Agypter, 2d ed. (Berlin, 1956), though there is as 
yet no comprehensive account of beliefs regarding the afterlife in the Coffin Texts. 
On individual topics; On the ha in spells 99-104, E. Otto, in Miscellanea Gr^crmna 
(Rome, 1941), pp- 151-160; on the Isle of Fire, H. Kees, ZAS 78 (1942): 4 1_ 53 ; on 3 
teaching about the world of nature, S. Morcnz, WZKM 34 (1957); 119-129; on con¬ 
cepts of punishment, J. Zandee, Death as an Enemy According to Egyptian Conceptions, 
SHR 5 (Leiden, i960); on the judgment of the Dead, R. Grieshammer, Das jensrits- 
gericht in den Sargtexten, AgAbh 20 (Wiesbaden, 1970); on the Field of Offerings, 
L. H, Lesko, JARCE 9 (1971/72): 89-101; B. Altenmuller, Synkretismus in den Sarg- 
texten, GO 7 (Wiesbaden, 1975); on the spells for having water at one's disposal, 
J. Zandee, JEOL 24 (1976): 1-47; on the motif of eating excrement, idem, BO 41 (X9B4)- 
5-33 and G. E. Kadish, JSSEA 9 (1978/79): 203-217; on traveling through the here¬ 
after, Ch. Jacq, L. Voyage dans Vautre monde selon VEgypte ancienne (Monaco, i 9 8 ^ ; 
on concepts regarding creation, S. Bickel, La cosmogonic egyptienne avant It 
Empire, OBO 134 (Freiburg and Gottingen, 1994); on the Lake of Fire, E. Hermsen, 
in T. DuQuesne, ed.. Hemes Aegyptiacus; Egyptological Studies for B. H. Strieker (Ox¬ 
ford, 1995), PP 73-86. 
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of the Dead 


ffr* - 

hasic publication is still E. Naville, Das Aegyptische TottenInch tier XV in , 

wi*»' "* 'SU«I (Berlin, ,S«6; rp, 

xX II ends wWl Sf* 11 im - 9 P rils '«7->W> were added by E A w BiulL i n 
Iw in hieroglyphw type. The fl«* lie- D,nd The Cl,„ Corning*^ t 
£ (London, .*9* many later editonn). While Naville s ,ves only sp , lls lro * 

h f[Slew Kingdom textual tradition. Budge aimed for comprehensiveness and in- 
'luted spells from a variety of periods, On the early attestations, see 1. Franco 
%fiOB8 Hi#* 7 1 -* 2 <"»ummy shrouds), as well as R. Parkinson and 5t. Quirke' 

. A B . Lloyd, ed., Studies in Pharaonic Religion and Society in Honor of J. Gwyn Grif- 
[L (London, 1992)- PP 37 ~ 5 ri on their employment on royal grave goods, see 
H guinlich, CM 102 (19B8): 7-18; on their use in the decoration of royal tombs, see 
p Abitz, Plwrao a/s Golt in den Unterweltsbiichem des Neuen Reiches, OBO 146 
(Freiburg and Gottingen, 1995), pp. 174-199, On occurrences on tomb walls, see 
M Saleh, Das Totenhuch in den thebanischen Beamtengrdbern des Neuen Reiches: Texte 
und Vi gnetten, AVDA 1 K 40 (Mainz, 1984); on ostrara, see M Heerma van Voss, 
Phoenix 14 (1968): 165-171; on scarabs, see M. Malaise, Les scarahees du coeur dans 
j’ggypte ancienne (Brussels, 1978). Many Books of the Dead, with bibliographical in¬ 
formation, are listed in M Bellion, Catalogue des manuscrits hieroglyphiques et hidra- 
liques et des dessins, sur papyrus, cuir ou lissu, publics ou signals (Paris, 1987), with a 


lUf iuv - ■ 

list of individual spells on pp 410-481. 


Editions of manuscripts in museums: Chicago: T. G Allen, The Egyptian Book of 
the Dead: Documents in The Oriental Institute Museum at The University of Chicago 
(Chicago, i960). Cairo: 1 . Munro, Die Totenbuch-Handschriften der 18. Dynastie im 
Agyptiscken Museum Cairo (Wiesbaden, 1994). London: A. W. Shorter, Catalogue of 
Egyptian Religious Papyri in the British Museum: Copies of the Book PR(T)-M-HRW from 
the XVlllth to the XXlhni Dynasty (London, 1938; partial, only to spell 17). Vatican: 
A. Gasse, Les papyrus hieraticjues et hieroglypluques du Museo Gregorumo Egizio (Vati¬ 
can City, 1993). 


Editions of manuscripts, by period 

Dynasty 18 : General taking into consideration eighty-five textual witnesses from 
this dynasty, I. Munro, Untersuchungeti zu den Totenbuch-Papyri der 18. Dynastie ; Kri- 
terien ihrer Da tier ting (London, 1988) (and see A. Nivviriski, JEA 77 Ii 99 1 l ; 212-215 
and U. Luft, SO 48 [1991]: 90-93); idem, CM 116 (1990): 73-89 (Useramun); PJw- 
tographs of the Papyrus of Nebseni in the British Museum (London, 1876}; C. Leemans, 
Aegyptische hieroglyphische lijkpapyrus (T. 2) van het Nedertandsche Museum van Oud 
heden te Leyden (Leiden, 1882; Qenna); E. NaviUe, The Funeral Papyrus o/fouiya (Lon¬ 
don, 1908); E. Schiaparelli, La tomba intatta dell’arcMtetto Cha nella neeropolt di e * 
(Turin, 1927); T. Andrzejewski, Ksiega umarlych piastunki Kfli (Warsaw, W , 
^ Ratie, L Papyrus de Neferouberwf (Cairo, 1968); G. Thausing an 
Kratschmann, Das grosse dgyptische Totenbuch (Papyrus Reittisch) der apy ^ 
^tng der Osterreichischen Nationalbibliothek (Cairo, 1969); P- Ronsacco- 

principio del Nuova Regno (Turin, 1996); I. Munro, Das c ^ $ joten- 

J 4 ® <P Louvre E. 11085) aus der fruhen 18, Dyn. (Wiesbaden, 1995); 1 Mu ‘ ' . baden( 
blich te Buksu (pKMiyyo.tflpBrocklehurst) aus der Zeit Amenop *$ 
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tl o^mis ofNu (BM EA io 4 77 > (London, 1997). Th e texts . 
,995 u' G ;ii P ^ «nnow he found in P- F. Dorman. Tombs of Senen mutf ?*■ 


tomb of Senenmut 
York, 1991 >• 


(N 


Ra^ideWod =Th NW«*» * / W ' 

W™ « »'“> ;T°; l Muni i. date to Dynasty l8; r £*™'>#». 

£ Stf**** ft—** °f "”• "W"; "7^- *"'%■ f?*" **< 

L/i Surplematlan, Tat frm Fapy™' “/ N “ <L ° nd “ 1 ' ,8 "^ ,hc P a Pyri of Hu 
Tiand Anha,...» published by B Ross,ter. (He ^pt,sc„ m Tote„bM„ , P 
,0*4) L. Spelwrs. I, «W« * N 'f" «™Pd < B ™ S “ «• > 9 » 7 ; ™ the vi gTO ,| M * 
ItotfwcM work by H. Milde. ,991), R Chiappe. 1 / pep,re Bmp, (Milan. , * 

U. butt. ZAS ,04 (,977b 46-75 and M. H. van Es, ZAS 109 (1982): 97- la , (Ptah 
most)' E Dondelinger, Papyrus Am (Graz, 1978); E von Dassow, ed v with a transit, 
tion by R 0 . Faulkner and O. Goelet, The Egyptian Book of the Dead: The Book of Coin. 
Forth try Day (San Francisco, 1994; Anil. A list of sixty-seven textual sources fro^ 
the Ramesside Period is given by I- Munro. Untersuchungen (see above, under Dy¬ 
nasty 18), pp 296-31*8. 

Third Intermediate Period: A systematic survey is found in A. Niwiriski, Stud 
ies on the Illustrated Theban Funerary Papyri of the nf/i and 10th Centuries B.C , OBO 
86 (Freiburg and Gottingen, 1989); individual manuscripts, P. Guieysse and 
E. Lefebure, Le papyrus fumraire de Soutimis (Paris, 1877); E. A. W. Budge The 
Greenfield Papyrus {London, 1912}; E. Navi He, Papyrus funeraires de ia XXle dynastie 
2 vols. (Paris, 1912 and 1914); M Heerma van Voss, Zwischen Grab und Parodies 
(Basel, 1971; Tajuherit, Leiden T 3); M Valloggia, in Melanges Jacques Jean Gere 
CRJPEL 13 (Lille, 1991), pp. 129-136 (P. Bodmer); I. Munro, Der Totenbuch- 
Papyrus des Hohenpr testers Pa-nedjem II. (pLondon BM 10793/ pCampbell) (Wies¬ 
baden, 1996). 

Late Period: F. M. H. Haekal, ASAE 63 (1979): 51-78 (Ankhefenkhons, Cairo)' 
U, Verhoeven, Das smtische Totenbuch der Iahtesmcht: P. Colon Aeg 10207 VTA a 
(Bonn, 1993; includes references to other Saite Period manuscripts); F. Tiradrith and 
C Rosah, m Vtano Oriente IX~i 993 (Rome, 1994; tomb of Shoshenq, TT 27) 
Adding to the edition of Lepsius, further spells were published by W Plevte 

numbers ^ P ">^ ** * 

NaviUeand Budge) corresponding numbers in the editions of 

de ^ otkch£ Totenbuch der Pariser Na- 

83-109 (Pasherenmin in Cracow and 17 ' 0rmm ^ aM » 20 (l « 6>: 

B. de Rachewiltz H l ib™ 7 7 „ d ^ C; cf M ‘ Banvik < 46 (1995): 3-7)', 

Turin);J. C. GuiHevic and P. Ramond^V”^^' E & ziani 1958; Iufankh, in 

*n H, de Meulenaere and L L* ' ^ Pa Py rus Grille (Toulouse, 1975); L. Limme, 
V. Bolhtner (Brussels 1083) im ^ 6 ' ec * & '' Artibus Aegypti: Studia in honorem Bemardi 
Pynts de Nesmin: Un Uwe fa m *}?*** papyri m Brussels >; j. J. Clere, U pa- 
(Cairo, 1987); ch. Shirtewaeen °t 1 J ^ lyphic i ue de Tepoque ptolemaique, BG 10 
(Barcelona, I99l; improvements' P ^ rus Palau Rib - Nr l,W 45 ° 
(’ 99 i): 169-176); A. deCaluw^ Karcher Ch. C. Van Siclen III, VA 7 

1991; Brussels £.6179). ' ^ es Adorts sur bandelette de momie (Brussels 






bibliography 
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c. 

see 


n , text editions of individual spells from papyri of the New if 

?£**. to**** f r>Kh \ ’" lch f' r,,e " *■ Kricte (WiesbadtTrT 

h r aan, Met dode opgeschreven (diss. Amsterdam University, igov f 6 ' 
• F L ’ ‘ i R . treatments of individual spells cited below ' 9 ' ^ 7l); 

»als® n 


cittthcr studies 

. i intermediate Period: M. Heerma van Voss, in U. Verhoeven and E Graefe 
, Religion und Philosophic im alien Agypten: Festgobe fiir Philippe Dercham zu semcm 


i geligiw 1 ___ 

, &burtsdag <* m 2 4 f ult ,991 * OLA 39 tLouvain, 1991), pp. 155-157 (Pinudjem I); 
r H L.esko, in D. P Silverman, ed., For His Ka: Essays Offered in Memory of Klaus 
L/sAOC 55 (Chicago, i 994 >< PP 179-186 (Pinudjem I and Pinudjem II). 

^ L.ite Period: M. Mosher, The Ancient Egyptian Book of the Dead in the Late Period 
‘ University of California at Berkeley, 1990; cf. idem, JARCE 29 (1992): 143- ,72. 

G Maspero's survey of the content in RHR 15 {1887): 266-316 was reprinted in 
^Etudes de tnythologie et d'archMogie igyptiennes, vol. 1 (Paris, 1893), pp. 325-387. 

After the earliest translations by Birch and Pienret, P. Le Page Renouf published an 
English translation rearing on Navi lie's edition in PSBA 14-19 (1892-1897) up to 
^ which was continued by E. Naviile, ibid. 24-26 (1902-1904), with addi¬ 
tional vignettes. This translation appeared as a separate volume under the title The 
Egyptian Book of the Dead (London, 1904), but it never enjoyed the circulation at¬ 
tained bv the English translation of E. A. VV. Budge, which first appeared in 1901 
under the title The Chapters of Coming Forth by Day, of which there have been innu¬ 
merable reprints. More recent comprehensive translations have been made by P. Bar- 
guet, Le Livre des Moris des anciens Egyptians (Paris, 1967), with a rich bibliography; 

T G Allen, ed. E. B. Hauser, The Book of the Dead or Going Forth by Day. Ideas of the 
Ancient Egyptians Concerning the Hereafter as Expressed in Their Own Terms, SAOC 37 
(Chicago," 1974); E. Homung, Das Totcnbuch der Agypter (Zurich, 1979; rpt. 1993), 
and R. CL Faulkner, ed. C. Andrews, The Ancient Egyptian Book of the Dead (London, 
1985). See also U. Verhoeven, Das saitische Totcnbuch der lahtesnacht (Bonn, 1993), 
vol 1, pp. 73 ff, on the general problem of translation. A rich selection is given by 
S. Donadoni, Test; religbsi egizi (Turin, 1970), pp. 255-328. On the problem of dat¬ 
ing, see M. Heerma van Voss, Phoenix 23 (1977): 84-89. 

Detailed treatments of individual spells: W. Czermak, ZAS 76 094 °>; 9~*4 (spell 
1); H. D. Schneider, Shabtis, vol. 1 (Leiden 1977), pp. 78-80. < s P eU 6) '^; ^ en ‘ 
dorf, ed., Gotti nger Totenbuchstudien: Beilrdge zum 17. Kapitel, GO 3 ( les a at, 
1975; spell 17); on the textual history of spell 17, U. Rossler-Kohler, Kajnte 17 » 
dgyptischen Totenbuches: Untersuchungen zur Textgeschichte und Funtiton mes ex 
der altdgyptischen Toteniiteratur, GO 10 (Wiesbaden, 1979)^ arid 0T1 *■ tex a . 

*0 eadem, in U. Verhoeven and E. Graefe, eds., Religion und 

%><«, FS Ph. Dercham (Leuven, 1991). PP- 2 77-*9i; H Kees ' L ,„ d 70 ); 

studies Totenbuch Kapitel 69 und 70, UGAAe (Berlin, 1954 / L a P ^ 71 ); 

p‘'/ Uan - Niet tefl dode opgeschreven (diss. mcelknea Bero- 

v emus, Athribis (Cairo, 1978), pp. 270-277 (spell 88), ■ ’ (1931): 

vol. 2/2 (Berlin, 1950), pp. 77 “ 9 6 ' U , .' See \ en der heiligen 

^3-880 (spell lo6); K. Sethe et al„ Die Spriiche fur im U* 4 > 

rtl ’ (Leipzig, 1925), which is a collection of articles from 
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, - ( 6>; Ch. Miiystre, le s DiVtorations d i»„„, 

dealing with spells u ^^rhoeven, R dE -11 <»992>' **9-i94 <spell M& , 

(Cairo, 'W7; spe" /X _ J99? (Rome, W, PP 7*-io6); R. El _ s J 

also F. Tiradritti, VfOM , 4 8), B. Lilscher, l/»/ers W A«^«, 21( To< , *■ 

MDAiK 3* t'^ -l 5 !r^vtr S ilv, a, yet —W - 


(HJ92> 1 " Osins-Lirijr^ic/. '-"■r;-- — J ”ifsoadfn 

G. Burkard, S^tzatl Kees, zAs b5 ( 1930 ): 65-83 (spell , 75) . * 

199S), PP 181); T.G. Allen, JNES n < J95 £ 

de ^ t r J°^ 0 ugh according to J.-C. Goyon, Stadia Aegyptiaca, Budapest, 

(spelIs 191 '92. ^ 8 " ge belonf; to an entirely d.ffereni composition); M. Heerm a 

V KLLl de tt ken tun (Leiden, 1971; spell 193); T. DuQuesn,. Al 

ZCourt of Osiris Book of the Dead Spelt W, a Rare Egypt*,, Judgment Text, OCE 4 

(L rC, d °,Henett« Ch. Beinlich-Seeber, Untersuchungen zur Darstelhmg d ES Toten - 
amchts fm Alien Agypten, MAS 35 (Berlin, 1976); 1 1 Milde, the Vignettes in the Book 
t n ,c Demi of Neferrenpet (Leiden, 1991k P- Eachweiler, Bildzauber im alter, Agypten, 

OBO137 (Freiburg and Gottingen, 1994X PP- 1 ^ 1 
On the meaning of the spells, see further: R. El-Saved, BSEC 9/10 (1984/85); 
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An esoteric literature is also connected with the Book of 




names such as S Mayassis, A. Champ dor, and G. Kolpaktchy are prominent; their 
free renderings have found a wide circulation in other disciplines. The interpreta¬ 
tion of the Book of the Dead as an initiatory text began already with the theosophist 
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S. Birch, and it has continued down to Mayassis. 


The Books of Breathing 

For the manuscript published by V. Denon, see the atlas of his Voyage duns la Busse 
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r r V-^ n ° eC ^ IOn ^ ie ^ ex *- s ‘ s available. The best summary is that given by 
oyon, R, fuels fiuuraites de l ancienne Egxfpte (Paris, 1972), with translation, 
ere are lists of manuscripts in Goyon, ibid.,' pp. 349-350 and M. Bellion, Cat* 

Znt S w7T rit \ (l f 7 - "" above u " dw Book of the Dead). There have since 
„f" °f mrther man oacripts: M. Coenen and J. Quaegebeur, Dr » 

K ' ‘ ktl Mmmm Meer ™"'">-Westrmmnum, Den Hmg, of Hit Bod *" w 
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49 t' 5 Cj6 - Additional text fragments are expected from the 
the royal sarcophagi of the Ramesside Period 


work of 


£. 0 ** 


r^rc ^ « surVey ° f thC N T Ki JuT TIT H ° mun 8' Tan z»m Amduat 
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and M. Tost Nella sede della veritd: Deir el Medina e I’ipogeo di Thutma si m 

A- M ig g 7 ), with color reproductions, though without the short version or the 

rf deities, for which there exist excellent, unpublished black-and-white 
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bon 42-47* Individual hours from the tomb of Amenophis II are reproduced 

•^Hornung, Valley of the Kings: Horizon 0/ Eternity, trans. David Warburton (New 

m k 1990), pp 81 (second hour), 102 (twelfth hour), m (seventh hour), and 144 
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the texts in sec. A, see E. Drioton, JEA 35 (1949): 117-122, and also A. Piankoff, 
ibid . pp 1 on ,he fi S ure of 'he large god. On the concluding representation, 

see K. Mysliwiec, Bulletin du Centenaire, supplement to BIFAO 83 (Cairo, 1981), p. 
44 There are descriptions and translations of both sections by E. Hornung, JSSEA 
13 (1983): 29-34, and a summary by W. Barta, which includes the Book of the Dead 
spells, in his Die Bedeutung der Jenseitsbucher, MAS 42 (1985), pp. 67-68 and 
128-130. New, improved readings and interpretations have now been supplied by 
j C. Darnell in his as yet unpublished dissertation, "The Enigmatic Netherworld 
Books of the Solar-Osirian Unity: Cryptographic Compositions in the Tombs of Tu- 
tankhamun, Ramesses VI, and Ramesses IX" (University of Chicago, 1995). 


The Book of Caverns 

The only publication of the composition, with the text and a translation into French, 
is by A. Piankoff, Le Livre de Quererts (Cairo, 1946); this is a collection of articles that 
had appeared in BIFAO 41 <i 943 >- 4 2 0944 ), 43 0945 >, a* d 45 <' 947 >- An English 
translation is supplied by Piankoff in The Tomb of Ramesses VI, Bollingen Senes 40/1 
(New York, 1954), and a German translation by E. Hornung, Die Unteruvltsbiicher 
der Agypter, (Zurich, 1992), pp. 311-424 There is a translation of the first section by 
S. Donadoni, Testi reltgiosi egizi (Turin, 1970), pp. 33 6 “ 34 2 A summary is provided 
in D. Meeks and Chr. Favard-Meeks, La vie quotidienne des dieux egyptiens (Pans, 
1993), PP- 221-239, translated into English by G M. Goshgarian under the tit e 
Daily Life of the Egyptian Cods (Ithaca, 1997)- PP- 151.-162, and in W. Barta, DietBe¬ 
deutung der Jenseitstexte fur den verstorbenen KSnig, MAS 42 (Munich, 19 5) PP- 0_ 5 
and 110-123. G. Roulin is presently preparing a new edition of the boo . 

The version in the Osireion was published by H. Frankfort, 1 ’ 1a P 

Abydos (London, 1933), vol. 2, plates 23-49; the first t Hnghsh transa o ^PP^ 
,n ibid., vol. 1, pp. 36-65. There are color photographs of the g 
Osiris from section five of the version in the tomb of Ramesses ^ 

Tal der Kdnige: Die Ruhestatte der Pharaonen (Mainz, 199°)' P- 1 ^ 1 ' 
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f,g. 129; ihe the tombs o^Mernet^ for 

the variants of the ^ Ramesses IV and Ramesses V„ 

izizZ££* ' v r "r r ^ .& 

pp£- 8 7 and plait's 44-50.7*-*. and « 5 “ ,oB ^ * ** F - Guil^ 

lT*™^ *■ !X > MIFAO 15 ( °T' 19n7> ;, P an d 49-60; , he 

two large representations from section five in the sarcophagus chamber a* Q * 

^OrTthe arrangement of .be book and on the texts added on behalf of the king. ^ 
p A bitz, Pharao a/s Goff i« den Unterzveitsbuchern ties Neuen Retches, OBO ufi 
(Freiburg and Gottingen, 1995). PP 102 _ * 34 ; *’ Bar ^ el d ™ ws attention to parallel 
with the myth of Osins, namely the reassembling of his dismembered body and hi s 
»«ciiTiw4inii in Rdf~ ClQ7l3)- 2,5 — 37* 


The Book of the Barth 


The basic edition of the text, with a translation into French, remains that of A. Pj. 
ankoff. La creation tin disque s oluire (Cairo, 1953). The version of Harnesses VI was 
published by Piankoff, The Tomb of Ramesses VI, Bollingen Senes 40/1 (M ew 
York, 1954), plates 111-121, 127-137, and 140, with an English translation on 
pp 327-376; there are color reproductions in Homung, Tal der Konige: Die Rah- 
astaticder Pharaonen (Mainz, 1990), pp 133-134, 162, and 164. For Ramesses VII, see 
E. Homung, Zitvi ramessidische Kottigsgrdber: Ramses IV uttd Ramses VII. (Mainz 
1990), p- 88 and plates 116-119. The individual scenes employed by Sethos I and 
Osorkon II are published by H. Frankfort, The Cenotaph of Seti / at Abydos, MEE5 39 
(London, 1933), plate 87, and P. Montet, Tarns: Douze armies de foutlies dans une capi- 
taleoubliie du delta (gyptien (Paris, 1942), vol. 1, plate 37. 


On the structure and content of the book, see W. Barta, Die Bedeutung der Jenseits- 
bUcher fur den verstorbenen Kdntg, MAS 42 (Munich, 1985), pp. 65-67 and 123-128, 
and idem, CM 98 (1987): 7-9; on the content, see also B. FL Strieker, De geboortevan 
Horns, 5 vols. (Leiden, 1963-1989); on his "embryologic" explanation, cf. the com¬ 
ments by T. DuQuesne, Dt 26 (1993): 97-105. Important observations on the struc¬ 
ture and meaning of the book are found in F. Abitz, Baugeschkhte und Dekoration de s 
Grabes Ramses' VI, OBO 89 (Freiburg and Gottingen, 1989), pp. 118-133, and idem, 
Pharao als Gott m dm Unterweltsbuchern des Neuen Reiches, OBO 146 (Freiburg and 
Gottingen, 1995), pp. 135-173. There is a translation into German, though with the 

parts evidently in the wrong order, in Homung, Die Untemdtsbucher der Agvpter 
(Zurich, 1992), pp. 425-480. 

i wa wf 6 St?e ^ ^ um Wdtbild der Jenseitsfiihrer des Neuen Re¬ 

tches, NAWG 1965/11, pp. 188-190. An explanation of the scene with the birth of 

by R Barguet ' RrfE 30 (l978); 5i - ?6:5eealso 


Miscellaneous Scenes 


SSSfcSf''/' “*f° mb °f *«— V (: On the barque, see H. Grapow and 
73 1937)- 97 102, and the further remarks by Schafer, MDA 1 K 8 
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, , 155, and Grapow, ZAS Bi (195ft): 24-28 The entire c*m n „ ,1 

in the tomb Of Rosses IX is described by A. Wankoff and Ch. 

JJJJ 38 (1939) 65-70. vv.th plates V VI; on the ceiling of Ramesses VI. see f„r 
BIF ftanWoH, The Tmib of Ramesses VI, Bollingen Series 40/, (New York ll)W1 
tlier a,V-4M. with fig 139 and plates 173-,^ <F> and pp. 435-4,7. Wllh 

PP- , g2 (G). On the ceiling of corridor F, sec also F. AbUz, Zur ttoi (gCflC hidifc.. Ddu> 

'r", Jef Grtbrs Ramses' VI. OBO 89 (Freiburg and Gottingen, iqBy). pp 144-, 50 An 
m ^ act fvom the ceiling of the tomb of Harnesses IX, which is lacking in Guilmant's 
blicahon of the tomb, is given by | -F Cliampollion, Mrmumn-ils dv I'tgypte rt de la 
pl ',|,R- (Fans, 1845). vol 3, plate 270 = E Homung, Tnl der Kdfnigr Ruhcsttttte der 
n," mn iner (Main*, 1990). P <37 (ibid., p. 146; fig. 117 is not from the tomb of 
PM eS9eS ix, but from that of Ramesses VI). 

^G-i/in? °t corriifor C in Ihe tooth of Ramesses VI: The protective representation is 
( . j, v p Abitz, Zur Baugcschichte und Deh,ration des Crakes Ramses' VI, OBO 89 
(Freiburg and Gottingen, 1989) pp. 157-158 (and see ibid., pp. 150-154, on the ceU- 
, 0 t G generally), and, with its enigmatic captions, by E. Homung, in J. H. Kam- 
in ^ 1 j | ^iide, and K. Wagtendonk, eds., Funerary Symbols and Religion: Essays Dedi- 
/ to Professor M. S. H. G. Hcernia van Voss on the Occnsion of His Retirement from 
) ■ • Chair of the History of Ancient Religions at the University of Amsterdam (Kampen, 

088) PP- 45-51 Improvements, along with a first treatment of the representations 
d texts'in the decoration of the ceiling of G, are supplied by J C Darnell in “The 
Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osinan Unity" iPh.D diss.. University 

of Chicago, 1995)• 

CWJmir of anteroom H in flic tomb of Ramesses VI: The material is published by A. Pi- 
. The Tomb of Ramesses VI. Bollingen Series 40/1 (New York, 1954), pp 439 - 44 U 

with fie 142 and plates 183-185 (the ceiling of H) and plates 101 -102 (the "protective 
representation"). On H, see also F. Abitz, Zur Baugeschichle und Delation des Crabes 
jJLb' vi. , OBO 89 (Freiburg and Gottingen, 1989), pp 154-156- 
Side walls of the sarcophagus chamber in the tomb of Ramesses VII: The material is 
published bv A. Piankoff, ASAE 55 <‘ 95 ^ * 5 °- ‘ 55 . with plates I\ - 1 X ; and E. Hor- 
nung Zwei'rantessidische Komgsgrdber: Ramses IV. und Ramses Vil (Mainz, 
on 63-71 with plates 11 and 116-119 On the scene with the crocodile see 
E BnL'er-Traut in W. Hekk, ed., Festschrift fur Siegfried Schott zu semen, 70. Geburt- 
1,,-ion infiSt dd. 35—37. The parallel in the tomb of Ramses TX is repre 
L.*fled *F. Guilmant U Mubin * «“»<» Ix - MIFAO *? (Cairo, iot>, plate 
and Hormine Til der Konige: RuhestSttc I Ur Ptoratmm (Mainz, 1990), p- t l6, fig- 8^ 

*,*“/ Z «M Jril or in fe W* of Ramessa 

d in facsimile bv F. Cuilmant. U I «■*»« * *»"■» rx - M1FAO 15 

tt ft 1 Anri nh 81 The figure of Osiris, with a parallel on a papyrus i 

1907), plates 63 and 76-81. i ne figure , and Qn the 

nasty zi, was already treated by A. I '“krft ‘ ^ leitrSgf 

entire wall, see E. Hornung, in J. Osing ' , ft , Gerhard Fecht zum 70. 

Uteratur. Sprache und Kunsi des alien Agypten, Festschnftfi 

1 (Wiesbaden, 1987), pp- 22b 


zur 


Geburtstag am 6. Februar 1987, AAT 12 Books of the 

SAX 17 (1990): 25-28; and J C. Darnell, e .”J8_ lW ,.) For a color detail of 

Solar-Osirian Unity" (Ph.D. diss., University of ChiL y., 99 ■ Ruhestm der 
the circles in the upper register, see E. Homung, Id der long . 

Plwraune 11 (Mainz, 1990), p. 148, fig- 12 ^- 
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afe«, On .he sarcophagus in Vienna and parallel. 
Sequence of seen* on*’ &S ^ ^ On the scene dealing with t lrrvi * 

E von Bergmann. « ^ c ,„ m ume, supplement to BtFAO 8, (Cairo, ,‘J^ 

K Mysliwiec, in id Zwt .j r „, n es$idische Ktimgsgrtlber: R„, t1srs , v 

pp. 9. «* ** *■» e - ^ **-»• 

Smses VII. (MaJna, * 99 °>' PP ,aa 

The Books of the Sky 

The Book of Nut 

411 the preserved texts are in O. Netigebauer and R. A Parker Egypt™ Attra^ 

1 BES i (Providence, i960), plates 44 ~ 5 i; the Demotic commentary 

" Z reconsidered there- The latter was fin., published by H. O. Unge and 
O Neucebauer Papyrus Carlstxrg No. I Em hwUsch-demoUscher kosmologkc^ 
j ext dv-s ,/2 (Copenhagen, 194^ There is also the complementary fragment f r0ni 
the burial chamber in the tomb of Mu.irdis (IT 4 -0), published by J. Assmann. D as 
CrabderMulirdts (Mainz. 1977). PP 85-88, with plate 39. 

Them is a translation into German and a commentary by E Homung, Zzoei rames- 
sl d,sd,e Kiimgsgriiber: Rant** IV. und Ramses VII. (Mainz, 1990), pp. 92-96. On cer¬ 
tain grammatical problems, see R. A Parker, KdE 10 (1955): 49 -59. On an astro 
norm cat explanation of the calendars of decans, see W Barta, SAX 9 (1981): 85-mj, 
and Ch. Leilz, Studieti zur Kgyptischen Astronomic, AgAbh 49,2d ed. (1991), pp. 49 _- ? ' 

A detailed treatment of the book, with a translation and an astronomical commen¬ 
tary, has been offered by M. Clagett, Ancient Egyptian Science, vol. 2 (Philadelphia, 
1995). pp 357-403. See also J. P. Allen, Genesis in Egypt: The Philosophy of Ancient 
Egyptian Creation Accounts, YES 2 {New Haven, 1988), pp. 1-7. 

The Book of the Day 

The basic publications are by A. Piankoff, Le Uvre du jour et de la nuit, BE 13 (Cairo 
1942), and idem, ASAP 41 (1941): 151-158 (tomb of Ramose); and P. Montet, Tam's’ 
Douze amices dc fondles dam une capitate oubliie du delta egyptien, vol. 1 (Paris, 1947) 
plat, 15, and Tams. vol. 3 (Pam, i960), plates 29 and 3, -32 Piankoffs edition offeri 
a French translation, and an English translation appears in his Tomb afRamesses VI 
Bollingcn Senra 40/1 (New York, ,954). pp, 389.407; , here is „ yel „„ 

into German. The cryptographically written hymn of the Eastern Souk, along with 

KxJU Jt7c Rto e 'rin bU ^ ,He “ iWCe ° f Taha "l a at Karnak - haw 

the dav bv S k n II'• w v 37 “ 54, and Ihe liturgical texts to the hours of 

S r pi °" and W ' M Da »- «*■. SWto in Ancient 

His yolk Birthday ', Imc * ° m ‘ DU "'T ,he 0amm ° f 

orahon on the Napa tan Sarcopha^ of'‘ PP 43 7 54 ' a " d id * m ’ “ TeXlS and UK ‘ 
University, > 97 «). References to fu ,hi lar ’ As P el,a " (Ph - D -Brand* 

Aspects data culture plm M mn,°. £ * er r sources on P*Pyri are furnished by]. Using, 
MAIBI. NS 12 (Paris, 1992). p. a Co,li S e de Fmme (/(brier-mars 1989), 

are noted by l.-C Govnn Joe n ' ^ L ^ ara c s t0 protective divine beings at Edfu 

egyptiens de I'epoque greco '-romaiZi ^' Cns et la 8 mdsc des temples d'aprte les textes 

• les soixante d'Edfou et les saixante-dix-sept dieux de 
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» rW .*« <CK»: '*>>• P-W "• 3 - fa 1 «» of 'he hours « Edfu « re tobe 

found in F- cl ’ aasu ’ al ' ‘f. ] ^jf U J°"‘ Vo1 3 ! -? ,ro ' 1 »»». PP- a ' 3 -J29; see also 
Assn1 arm, Ulurgtsche Lteder an den Sortnmgott, MAS 19 (Berlin, 1969), pp . U3 _ l6 

on the hymns to the hours of the day, see also idem, Agyptische Hymnen undGebete 

/Zurich, t 975 >> no.1-12, and on the first two hours of the day, see D. Kurth Treff- 

pW , k -t der Getter: Inschriften am dm Tempel des Harm van Ufa (Zurich,'1994). 

pp. 133 ' 1 - 16 ' . . 

r A related text praising the king as someone who, in the company of the "Eastern 
Bas," knows the course of the sun and its arcana, has been treated by J, Assmann, 
De? Kortig ah Soimenpriester, ADAIK 7 (Gliickstadt, 1970), and many times since. It 
occurs already in temples of Dynasty 18 (Deir el-Bahari and Luxor) and again in the 
tomb of Petamenophis from Dynasty 26. 


The Book of the Night 

A. Piankoff supplies photographs from the sarcophagus chamber of Ramesses VI in 
lx Uvre (h< jour et de la mat, BE 13 (Cairo, 1942); there is a translation into English by 
the same scholar in The Tomb of Ramesses VI, Bollingen Series 40/1 (New York, 1954), 
pp. 409-428. The selections translated by C. Laluuette, TVxtes saerfa et textes profane s 
(Paris, 1984): pp. 155-158, correspond to Piankoff s plates V-VIII. E. Humung com¬ 
ments on the second to the fourth hours in the tomb of Ramesses (V in Zwei rames- 
sidische Kdnigsgrdber: Ramses IV. und Ramses VII. (Mainz, 1990), pp. 96-100; the text 
of the second hour and two further short samples can be found in idem. Die Unter- 
wdtsbucher der Ampler (Zurich, 1992), pp 489-493. For the versions from Tanis, see 
P. Montet, Tanis: Douze annees de fouitles dans tine capitals outline du delta tgyptien, 
vol. 1 (Paris, 1947), plate 25, and vol. 3 (Paris, i960), plates 29-32. The fragment from 
the tomb of Mutirdis (TT 410) has been published by J. Assmann, Das Grab der Mm- 
tirdis (Mainz, 1977), pp. 88-89, with plate 39. For the versions of the texts in the tem¬ 
ples, see idem, Agyptische Hymnen and Gebcte (Zurich, 1975), no. 13 and 14 (the con¬ 
cluding text of the book); J. Karkowski, ET 9 (1976): 69-70 (Deir el-Bahari); 
A. Piankoff, ASAE 42 (1943): 351-353 (Medinet Habu, including the jackals desig¬ 
nated as the "Western bas," now' in Oriental Institute Epigraphic Survey, Med met 
Habit VI. OIF 84 (Chicago, 1963), plate 422); and R. A. Parker, J. Leclant, and J.-CI. 
Goyon, The Edifice of Taharqa by the Sacred Lake of Kamak, BES 8 (Providence, 1979), 
p. 41 with plate 19 (Kamak). On the late sarcophagi, see A. Piankoff, ASAE 40 (1940}: 
665-668. Finally, there is the edition by G. Roulin, /> I. fare de la Nuit: Urn composition 
fyyptienne tie Vau-dela, OBO147 (Freiburg and Gottingen, 1996). 


The Litany of Re 

hor R. Pococke's description of Ramesses IV's version, see A Description of the East, 
and Some Other Countries (London, 1743), p. 98, The first edition, based on the ver¬ 
sions of Seth os I and Ramesses IV, with a translation into French, was published by 
E. Naville, Lt Litanie du Sated (Leipzig, 1875); his translation of the text into English 
appeared in Records of the Past , vol. 8 (London, 1876), pp. 103-128. The edition now 
used is that of E. Hornung, Das Buch der Anbetung des Re im Westen (S annetilitanet), 
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„ . ,. T „ rl (autocraphed by A. Brodbeck), AH 2 (Geneva, 1.775). and vol. 2: n, 
sung und Konnnentar, AH 3 (Geneva. !«*). ‘he textual tradition, 

W schenkel Das Stemma der altdyyptischen Sonnet, I, tana: Gmndlegung der Text geich *}* 

Hon is furnished by A Piankoff, 7 V Ldanyof Re Bollmgen Senes 40/4 (New y*’ 
1964), pp. 22-43. and .1 detailed survey by W. i de Jong Dr /b« 10(1985): a-,, rk ' 
Photographs now exist of the earliest vers.on, that of Useramun, in E. tW. 
Du . Crater des Veztrs User-Amun, Thebe,, Nr. 6, und ,31. AVDAIK B 4 (Main/ 
op 42-47 with plates 9-16 and 28-35 (note that there is already a complete u»K 
this version) Photographs of the version on the mummy shroud of Tuthmos* u. 
(now in Cairo and Boston) and a pt>rtion of the version of Sethos I (the right wall 0 f 
the first comdor) are published by Fiankoff, The l itany of Re, and the mumm 
shroud again by I Munro. Die Totenbuch-Handschriftcn der 18. Dynast ie j m 
chat Museum Cairo (Wiesbaden. 1994) There is a complete publication of the ver 
sion of Sethos I in H Burton and E. Hornung, The Tomb of Seti I/Das Grab Sethos' / 
(Zurich, 1991), plates 2-21 and 23-31, with the ceiling text on plate 42b; Belzori s 
unpublished drawmgs, now in Bristol, permit some further restorations. The ver¬ 
sion of Ramesses II at Abydos was published, though the wrong way around, by 
A. Marietta Abydos, vol 2, plates 14-17; for some of the figures in the Osireion. see 
H Frankfort, The Cenotaph of Seti I at Abydos, MEES 39, vol. 2, plates 71-72. For the 
beginning of Memeptah's version of the book, see E. Hornung, Tal der Kdnige Die 
Ruhestdtte der Pharaonen (Zurich, 1983), p ill, fig 77, and for further material from 
this tomb, see Piankoff, The Litany of Re, plates 8-9, and ASAE 6 (1905), plate IV 
after p. 192; a further fragment, discovered by J. Romer in the tomb of Ramesses XI 
has not yet been published. The entire left wall from the version of Sethos II is 
given in Piankoff, The Litany of Re, plates 3-7, and the beginning of Siptah's version 
in Th. M. Davis, The Tomb of Siphtah (London, 1908) A fragment from the tomb of 
Sethos II in the British Museum (EA 1378) completes lines 229-232 (advisement 
from M. L. Bierbrier) All that is preserved of the version in the tomb of 
Ramesses IV is found in E. Homung, Zwei ramessidische Konigsgraber Ramses IV 
und Ramses VII. (Mainz, 1990), plates 18-25 and 31-41, and there is also a complete 
hand copy by Naville, La Litanie du soled, plates 34-49; for Ramesses IX, there re¬ 
mains the edition of F. Guilmant, Le Tombeau de Ramses IX (Cairo, 1907), plate 7 and 
11-19, with the figures on plates 38-41. 


A selection from the papyri is given in Piankoff, The Litany of Re, pp. 66-128. The 
two versions in temples of the Late Period are published in R. A. Parker, J. Leclant, 
and J.-Cl. Goyon, The Edifice of Taharqa by the Sacred Like of Kamak, BES 8 (Provi¬ 
dence, 1979), pp. 30-35 with plates 12-15, and C. Traunecker, F. Le Saout, and 
O. Masson, La Chapelle d’Achons a Kamak (Paris, 1981), pp. 55-60 with plate XU- The 
version in the tomb of Aba (TT 36) is published by K. P. Kuhlmann and 
‘ ^ c * len ^, Das Grab des Ibi, Obergutsverwalters der Gottesgemahlin des Amun, 
DAIK 15 (Mainz, 1983), vol. 1, pp. 254-256 with plates 146-147 and 150, while 
selections from the tomb of Mentuemhet are published by J. Leclant, Montouemhat: 
^TTt, Pr ° ph * te d ' Amon ' prwe de la ville, BE 35 (Cairo, 1961), plate 60, and Pi- 
n ° n le lian y P ,ate 2 > for the sarcophagus of Nectanebo 11 , see H Jenni, 
' s e ora tonsprogramm des Sarkophages Nektanebos' 11 , AH 12 (Geneva, 1986). 
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Th , distribution of the text in the Ramesside royal tombs has been treated w 
, La, CM 7 * <t9«4): 7~io; he envisions a circular movement that com^ 1 
.t,!vclical course of the sun and he also stresses the special posit,on of the ceiW 
on the Great Litany and its figures, see idem, ZAS 1,3 ( lq86) . x , h „ ^ ng 

tl,r ^ ru -; n» ^vdopmoM Z Z- 

“L of the kheperu of the sun god into independent deities is also treated by E Hor 
ur y in H -J. Klimkeit, ed., Gotterbild in Kunst und Schrift (Bonn, 19 8 4 ), pp 37.^, 
‘Lief introduction to the book, with a fresh translation of the title and the Great 
Litany, is offered by M. Clagett, Ancient Egyptian Science: A Source Book, vol. 1 
-Philadelphia, i 9 » 9 >r PP- 5 n ~ 5 * 9 - On the appearance of portions of the litany ,n the 
Rook of the Dead, see E. Hornung, in Hummages d Francis Daumas (Montpellier, 
q86), PP 4 a 7 _ 4 2 ® ^>n structure an d meaning of the book, see also F. Abitz, 
Phurao als Guff in den Unterweltsbikhern des Neuen Reiches, OBO 146 (Freiburg and 
Gottingen, 1995), PP 5 1_ 7 2 - Th e new explanation of the figure to the title is given 
bv j c. Darnell in 'The Enigmatic Netherworld Books of the Solar-Osirian Unity" 

(Ph D. diss. University of Chicago, 1995) 

The Book of the Heavenly Cow 

The first edition of the version in the tomb of Sethos I was published by E. Naville, 

7 SBA 4 (187b): 1-19, and of the version in the tomb of Ramesses Ill by idem, TSBA 

8 (1885); 412-420. Ch. Maystre's edition in BIFAU 40 (1941): 53-115 rested on a 
broader textual basis, though it contained no translation; Tutankhamun's version 
was subsequently published by A. Piankoff in The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon, Bollin- 
gen Series 40/2 (New York, 1955). PP- 26-37 with fig. 47 . and in Les chapelles de 
Tout-Ankh-Amon. MLFAO 72 (Cairo, 1952), pp. 17-18 and plate I. E. Hornung pro¬ 
vides an improved text edition and discussion, Der dgyplische Mythos von der Him- 
melskuh: Eine Atiologie des UnvoUkommenen, 2d ed., OBO 46 (Freiburg and Gottingen, 
1991) N Giulhou published a further edition offering scarcely any advances in 
Le Vieillesse des dieux (Montpellier, 1989)- A. Roccati makes reference to the papyrus 
in Turin in BSFE 99 (1984): 23 with n. 35 - A further, incomplete (to verse 246) trans¬ 
lation is offered by C. Lalouette, Textes sacres el texles profanes de I'ancienne Fgypte, 
vol. 2 (Paris, 1987), pp. 46-52 For the rest, most translations are restricted to the 
first part, which deals with (he rebellion and punishment of humankind On its in¬ 
clusion in the Book of the Faiyum, see H. Beinlich, Dus Bitch wm Ffiyum: lum re- 
ligiffsen Eigenverstandnis emer agyptischen Undschaft, AgAbh 51 (\Aiesbaden, 1991). 

cols. 110-112 of Ihe text. 1 

The heavenly cow from Tutankhamuns shrine is represented m K eWdaMh 
and A. C. Brackman. The Gold of TuUnklnmat (New York, 1978b plate »»“• 
also Piankoff, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon. plate before p ^ 

by Hornung, the color copy of .he heavenly cow in .he tomb of Seta'^ ^ 
also appeal in E. Hornung, Tnl der Knntge: Die Rntehme 
1983), p. 176, fig. 149. and another old copy by H. Sail K form m ^ conditk)J1 o( 

exliibit Sethos — an Pharaonettgrab (Basel, 1991), P- 9 - P , pharaoh 

Seta's version can be seen in H. Burton and E. Hornung, The Tend, of PM 
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